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think to snpply explanations to members
so far as [ am in a position to furnish
them and to the hest of my ability, and
{0 remove misconeeptions which may have
misled hon. members and eansed them
i draw wrong conelusions,

()uesiion and Address

adapted,

put passed :

ADIJIOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
JoM Drew) : T move—

That the House al its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 281k July, af 4.30 p.m

Question passed,

House adjourned at 10.3 p.m.

Legislative EHsscembly,
Thursday, 161k July, 1914.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

FPAPERS PRESENTED
By the Honorary Minister (Hon. W.
C. Angwin): 1, By-law No. 15 of the
Municipality of Ceraldton, 2, By-law
No. 112a¢ of the Metropolitan Water
Supply.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HAR-
BOUR FACILITIES.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Are the (Government aware

that the Fremantle harbour was taxed,

to its ulmost capacily during the recent
wheat season? 2, In view of the natural
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Inerease expected this year, what steps
are heiny taken to provide adequate ae-
commodation and facilities for handling
the next wheat harvesi? 3, Whal is the
total number of men now employed in
connection with works te prowvide such
inereased accommodation? _

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, On rare occasions there were
more ships awaiting berths at Fremantle
than there was accommodation for, but
this is by 1o means an uneommon vir-
cumstance in the ports of the world, 2,
An amount of £20,000 has been author-
ised to he expended on alterations to the
roilway hnes on the North Quay and the
provision of stacking areas. Orders have
been placed with the Agrienltural Im-
plement Works for the manufacture of
Teur (4) additional wheat loaders, and
quotations are being obtained for six
(G) additional pedestal loaders. A small
commencement has been made with al-
terations to lines, The scheme provides
for tire handling of 48,000 bags of wheat
a day. 3, About 20 men at present he-
sides those employved by the manufac-
turers of machinery. In addition to the
ahove, some 233 men are employed in
extending the North Quayv westwards
and in dredging the harbour, which form
a malerial part of the extension of the
rarbour,

QUESTION—LAXD TAXATION,
VALUATIOXNS.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Premier: 1,
Can information relative te valuations
for land taxation purposes be obtained
from the Commissioner for Taxation on
payment of a fee? 2, 1t so, what is the
fee and the usnal procedure to obtain
this?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Land Tax
Assessments ave, by Seclion 45 of the
Land and Toncome Tax .\ssessmenti Act,
1907, open to inspeetion on payment of
the prescribed fee. 2, The fee prescribed
by Regulation 49 is one shilling for the
inspeetion of entries relating to any one
taxpayer. On payment of this fee the
documents are produced for inspection.
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QUESTION—CONDITIONAL PUR-
CHASE LAND.

Mr. MONGER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What was the area of land
held wnder conditional purehase condi-
tions on 30th September, 1911% 2, What
was the area held on 30th June last ? 3,
What area was applied for and approved
Letween 30th September, 1911, and 30th
June, 19147

The ACTING MINISTER FOR
LANDS (Hon. W, C. Angwin)—for the
Minister for Lands—replied: This ques-
tion las heen altered m accordance with
the hon, member’s desire. 1, The area
lield under couditiona! purchase econdi-
tions on the 30th June, 1911, was 11,721,.
436 acres. 2, 13,731,830 acres. 3, The
area applied for and approved between
the 30th June, 1911, and 30th June,
1014, was 4.380,529 acres.

QUESTION--LAND SURVEYING,
COST.

Mr, WISDOM asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What is the estimated cost of
carrying out the instruclions at present
held by each contract surveyor employed
by the Lands and Surveys Department ?
2, How many surveyors were employed in
July, 19119 3, What was the total.
amount spent on land surveys in 1910-11
and 1913-14 respectively?

'The ACTING MINISTER TOR
LANDS {(Hon. W. C. Angwin)—for the
Minister for Lands—replied: 1, £2,370.
2, 68, exclusive of the six district sur-
veyors. 3, £74,784 and £33,571 respec-
tively.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Stxth Day—Conclusion.

iYebate resumed from the 9th July.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): I desire in
the first place tn {ake this opportunity to
congratulate the Treasurer on his fore-
cast in eonnection with his Estimates for
tite financial year which has just closed,
and more especially in regard to ihe
totals.  His Fstimates show that the
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Treasurer has a masterly grip of his de-
parlment and that he acenrately gauged
the revenue and expendilure for the finan-
cial vear, a faet which I consider sup-
plies proul that he revealed the true posi-
tion of ihe state of the finances. In the
Budget Speech of last year, he estimated
thai the shortage would be £135,000, and
the actual shortage at the close of the year
amounted to £142,000, or a mere differ-
ence of £7.000. Certain taxation pro-
posals which were carried in this Cham-
er and afterwards rejected in another
place, would have had a great effect on
the revenue. Tt was estimated that if
these proposals had been agreed to in
another place, an additional £16,000
would have heen realised. The Treasurer
also estimated that the accumulated deficit
would amount to £446,000, and the actual
amount of the deficit at the close of the
fivancial year was £454,000. T think this
vauging of the Estimates establishes a
record for any Treasurer. There have
been Treasurers in the past who have
heen over £100,000 out 1n their Estimates
tor the wvear. "The Treasurer was wet
wilh this diffieulty, that during the last
two months of the closing financial year
he was faced with industrial troubles
whieh considerably reduced the amount
of revenue (hat wonld have heen received
during those two months, TFor insiance,
we have had the industrial tronble at
Kalgoorlie on the Trans-Australian Rail-
way. Sleepers, rails, and material were
lving at Fremantle waiting to be earried
hv the Railway Department. Sinee that
trouble has ended, the Railway Depart-
ment have been putting on speeial trains
in order to convey those goods. Had the
trouble not oceurred, the Treasurer's esti-
ynate would have been more than realised.
Tn addition, we have had an industrial
tronhle thronghout the metropolitan area,
azain considerablv redueing the forecast
minde by ihe Treasurer ' his last Budget
specch,  Had the trouble in the building
trade not oceurred. the Railway Depart-
mweni would have heen carrying building
material, and instead of a period of
stagnation during the last six weeks or
two months, which the Treasurer could
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not have foreseen, we should have had the
usnal traffie. I think the Treasurer is
deserving of eongratulation on so aecu-
vately havine ganged his receipts so far
as the totals arve conecerned. No doabt
rhere is a geod deal of variation among
the different departmenls, but still we
can congratulale the Treasurer on the
fact of having revealed the true position
to the people of the State, and on having
put up a record for accuracy so far as
framing estimates is concerned. Another
matter T wish to refer to was dealt with
in the speech of the leader of the Opposi-
tion. In point of faet. however, there is
a good deal of difference existing between
the spreches made hy members on the

Opposition side, so far as State enter- -

prises arve concerned. Later on 1 intend
to refer more fully to that feature. At
present T wish fo point out that the
leader of the Opposition in his speech
opposed all State enterprises,

Mr. Male: Hear, hear!

Mr. LEWIS: He was very emphatic
in his opposifion to the Stale steamers.
He has no regard for the people of the
North-West, or for the development of
that great portion of the State, which
needs development, As has been pointed
out by the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood), the State steamers are per-
forming for the people of the North-West
the same service as the railways perform
throughout the agrieultural areas,

Mr. Male: Had not the North-West got
the stenmship service before?

Mr. LEWIS: T know we shall have to
listen to wails from members of the Op-
posilion during the course of this debate;
liowever, 1 do not intend to take too much
nolice of that lamentable wailing. We
have also had adverse crificism from mem-
bers on the Oppesition side in ecnnection
with the State meat shops, The leader of
the Opposition has definitely asserted that
Ibere bas been no reduetion n the price
of meat. However, [ contend that had it
not been for the State meat shops, the
price of meat would have been 1s. a Ib.
in 1he metropolitan area lo-day—ls. a
b, all round. Ii is the effect of the State
meat shops in keeping down the price
of meat—and that despite the faet that
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there las been a shoriage of supplies—
which undouhbtedly has enabled a large
namber of consnmers in the metropolitam
area to oblain meat at something like
reasonable prices, The leader of the Op-
position also opposed the State Implement
Works, This is the point at which the
break ocenrs, so far as Opposition mem-
bers are coueerned. The leader of the
Opposition enthusiastically opposed Siate
Implement Works, while, on the other
hand, the inember for Pingelly (JIv. Har-
per) aud the member for Northam (Mr.
Mitehell) advocated the State Tmplement
Works, and further supported State en-
terprise in the direction of State ilour
mills, State agricultural railways, and
other State activities; showing that, so
far as the Opposition are concerned, they
have nothing like a definite poliey to put
before the people of the State. Next,
we have the leader of the Opposition
claiming a great deal of eredit for having
first of all introduced the scheme of
workers” homes, though at the same time
he opposed the leaseliold provision. [
contend that if there is one specially ad-
mirable feature of that policy of workers’
homes, it is the leasehold provision, for
Lhe reason that the poorer classes of the
communily, whe are bringing up large
families and are doing their share in
bearing the respounsibility of inereasing
the population of the State, are uvable
lo put up a sufficient deposit to purchase
a blaek of land. 1In my electorate there
are families of eight or nine who were
paving to the vack-reniing landlord, ex-
iracling the lasl possible penny from
theni, as much as 11s. and 125, 6d. a weehk
for a meve weatherboard place which was
not properly lined and had only a stove-
pipe chimney. These families were en-
abled 1o ohtain workers’ homes under the
leasehold provision, and lo obtain com-
fortable homes, at an initial ontlay of
£5 Gs.—3s. applieation fee, 1s, stamp duaty,
and £5 deposit. Under the leasehold pro-
vision of the Workers’ Homes Aet they
have been able to obtain a comfortable
dwelling and are not paying any higher
rental, while at the same time they are
sceuring the home for themselves. As
the home is acknowledged to be the most
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sacred place to humanity, those workers
are eneouraged to develop their dwelling
places, to cultivate gardens, and oblain
a real interest in life in this respect;
whereas, under previpus conditions, they
were absolutely wnder the thumb of the
ruck-renting landlord, whe took every ad-
vantage of their need of a home by
charging them the highest possible rental
he could exiract, In faet, I regret to say
that in Mavlands, a distriet which 1 re-
present, and which was originally cut up
imto something like quarler-aere blocks,
ilere have heen cases of prominent eivil
servants, in some instances drawing large
salaries, who have subdivided their blocks
with a view to making {wo quarter-acre
bloeks carry four liouses. For an ex-
penditure of something like £120 they
build a jarrah shanty that is not properly
fined, and that has rooms of about 12ft.
by 12ft., and has not a proper chimney;
and for such places those civil servants
are enabled to receive something like 16s.
to 17s. 6d. a week rent. The poorer peo-
I:le, in order to secure homes, have been
forced to pay those rents., By means of
the leaseliold provision we have been en-
abled to relieve that situation to a certain
exfent, and T only regret the fact that
the’ Government have not more land avail-
able in the metropelitan area, beecause if
sneh were the case there are scores of
people who would avail themselves of
tie leaschold provision and secure a home
of their own uuder it. 1In Maylands, a
large, populous. and growing district,
there 1s no land available for the workers
to take up under the leasehold provision.
The leader of the Opposition saw fit to
vefer fo the South Perth ferries in the
vourse of his speech, and he stated that
no better service had been provided for
the people of South Perth as the resuit
of the nationalisation of the ferries, and
that it would have been better if the
State had left the ferry service severely
alone. [ wish to disprove that statement.
First of all, T am prepared to challenge
the leader of the Opposifion to come to
South Perth and advocate that the nation-
alised ferry serviee should be handed back
io private eontrol. I ean promise that if
he is prepared to do that, he will have a
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very bad time indeed. 'The leader of the
Opposition also stated that no improve-
ments had been effected sinee the Govern-
ment took aver the ferry service, Now, T
have a publication here hearing on that
question. It is not u publication eman-
ating from a Labour organisation, but it is
the veport of the mayor of the munic-
pality of South Perth for the year ended
June, 1913, The mayor makes some
reference to the fact that the Government
have taken over the South Perth ferries.
He states in his repori—

Two lines of ferries, namely those be-
tween Mends-street and TPerth, and
Queen-street and Perth, are now con-
ducted by the Government, and an
improvement in many directions has
been obtained.

In conneetion with this subject, I also de-
sire to gongratulate the Government on the
fact that as from the 1st October next
they will nationalise the whole of the
ferry services, inclnding those between
Perth and Coode-street, hetween Perth
and Como, and Applecross and Canning
Bridge. 1 venture fo say that if the Gov-
ernment get sufficient boats, the result will
be, not only to develop that very desirable
residential snburb of Sonth Perth, bat
at the same time to return a handsome
profit at {he end of the financial year.
First of all there is the Como service.
Land is being eut up and subdivided
there, and people have bonght blocks, but
owing to the fact that there has been
nothing like a decent service, and that no
proper transit facilities have existed so
far, the Como district has not developed
as it will develop when the State provides
a service that can be relied upon. The
want of a reliable service has also been
experienced in eonnection with holiday
traflic. On holidays the people desire to
get to the seaside as much as possible, es-
pecially during the summer months; and
it has heen found that large numbers of
people have been carried by private en.
terprise to Como, Applecross, aud Can-
ning Bridge, thronghout the day, and that
at night those people have not been able
lo rteturn, beeause there were not suffi-
cient boais to carry them. The result has
been that, as holiday resorts, those locali-
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ties have heen relarded in their develop-
ment. Naturally, that has been the case,
because the people have not been able io
get anything like reasonable facilities for
travelling to those localities, and, further,
have been kept there Lo all hours of the
night. The result has been that after such
an experience they have gone somewhere
else on their next holiday.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Who is selling the
land down there?

Mr. LEWIS: Various people are eut-
ting up and subdividing their land.

Ton. Frank Wilson: Who owns that big
estate there?

Mr. LEWIS: Daring the coming sum-
mer, with a proper service, capable of
dealing with the traffic, and running at
something like reasonable fares, it will
be found Lhat thousands of people will
visit those resorts. In fact, at Como there
is one of the finest beaches for children
in Australia—a clean bheach with shallow
water, where children ¢an paddle without:
any fear of being overthrown by waves,
such as come in on the ocean beach.
Further. the leader of the Opposition
stated that no improvements had beeu
effected in the ferry service, In the first
place, I wish to emphasise the fact that
ginee the Government took over the ser-
vice the employees have received an alli-
round inerease.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where?

Mr. LEWIS: On the ferries.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have they?

Mr. LEWTS: Thev have received an
all-ronnd increase, and their industnral
conditions have heen eonsiderably im-
proved. Next, I want to point out that
from a commereial point of view the
results have been handsome. WVor the
current year the receipts have been
£5,837. The expenditure was £3,691.
From the very inception, when the Gov-
ernment took over the ferries—1 think
it was in March, 1912—the receipts have
been £12,634.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where did you get
those figures from?® .

Mr, Male: Who audited them?

Mr. LEWIS: T got the figures from
the praper source,
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Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the pro-
per souree?

Mr. LEWI1S: There is another 10 days
to be added in order to cumplete the finan-
eial year, and up to the end of June the
expenditure totalled £3,032. That shows
a prolit, an excess of receipts over work-
ing expenses, of £4,602.

Mr. George: What about depreciation?

Mr. LEWIS: I am pleased to have
that interjection, because it will prove
my case, The eapital cost of the South
Perth ferries has been £7,000, and an
allowanee of 5 per cent. on that for in-
terest and sinking fund would amount to
£350. After allowing for that, and for
departmental deductions, and for every-
thing that can possibly be debited to the
working of the South Perth ferries, those
ferries show a return for the year of over
£4.000.

Mr. George: But what about the de-
preciation?

Mr. LEWIS: 1t is no use for the Op-
position to try and make out a case against
the nationalisation of these particular
utilities. The trams and ferries were 2
burning question during my eleefion eam-
paign, and I advocated the nation-
alisation of these services from every
platform 1 spoke on; and the people
of my electorate thoroughly  en-.
dorsed the aetion of the Govern-
ment. I challenge the leader of the Op-
position, or any member of the Opposi-
tion, to visit South Perth and advocate
handing baek those services to private
cantrol.

Mr. George: Where do you get the fig-
ures from?

Mr. LEWTS: We do not know what
you do want. That is the difficulty. We
cannot get any definite answer from the
members of the Opposition. In the
charaeteristic manner of the member for
Northam, he said every few minunles the
other night. “T want to know this, and I
wanl Lo know the other.”

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where did yvou
obtain vour figures from?

Mr. LEWIS: from the right source,
and T challenge the leader of the Opposi-
tion to disprove the figures, and if the
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figures are not accurate yvou can get up
and show where they are wrong.

My. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must addvess the Chair,

My, LEWTS: [ want to get an answer
from the Opposition, Are they prepared
in tleir next policy speech to advocate
the handing of the various State enter-
nrises back fo private people?

Mr. George: 1 will give you an
answer in one minuate if vou will sit
down,

Mr. LEWIS: We find that while the
memhers of the Opposition will eriticise
the present Government for what they
have done we can show the glorious in-
eonsisteneies of the hon. memhbers oppo-
gite. | have before me a copy of an ex-
traordinary edition of the Bunhury
Herald which at the last election declared
the Liberal poliey as announced by the
then Premier (Mr. Wilson) at Busselton,
and it 12 a remarkable thing to-day to see
thiat the members of the Opposition are
now condemning all Stafe enterprises,
but so far as Busselton was concerned on
that oceasion, lhe hon. member declared
in favour of many Stale enterprises and
socialistic ventures. We find the same
thing in regard to the member for
Murray-Wellington. He supported State
brickworks.  The member for Northam
supported the extension of State agri-
enltural railways, State flour mills, water
supplies to scttlers, and the member for
Pingellv also adopted the same attitude.
Thev believe in socialism as far as the
bhoundaries of their own electorates are
concerned. T will give the head lines of
the leader of the Opposition’s policy
speech, as reported in the newspaper to
whieh T have referred—

The Liberal Governmeni’s Tntentions
Rerarding Bunbury and the Sonth-
West—Tnner Harbour for Buanbury—
Roelands-Bunbury  Water Scheme—
Wagin-Darkin Line to be introduced
Next Session—More Railways for the
South-Wesi—Practical Support for
Nairying-—Liberal Government pledged
to the Rapid Development. of the South-
Waest.

Houn. Frank Wilson: What have vou
done for the South-West?
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Mr, LEWIS: Just reading out the out-
lines of the speeeh, so far as the South-
West is concerned, we find the leader of
the Opposition stating that they would
repeal the Arbitration Act and infroduce
wages boards. There was the Roelands-
Bunbury water scheme, a Bill for com-
pulsory insurance was to be introduced
if the measure before the Home Parlia-
menl was a success. There was to be a
State endowed insurance scheme—a form
of socialism., We also find that the hon.
member proposed to encourage the dairy-
ing indusiry. He was prepared to seftle
people an 150 acres of suitable land in
the South-West and to provide them with
cows, Is that not a sort of socialism?
The hon. member only outlined this, but
the present Giovernment have made a suc-
cess of many State enterprises, and it
will only be a maiter of time when they
will make a success of the lot. For in-
slance, the late hon. member for Fre-
manlle stated (hat he thought a State
peanul stall would be a good thing. No
douht in the initial stages of establishing
a peanut stall there would be some out-
lay. and in the first few years we might
suffer a loss on a Stale peanul stall, but
the national party is doing all it can for
the North-West and the South-West and
every other portion of the State; they
are <oing all they can for the benefit of
the whole of the State. Another thing
the hon. member in his policy speech
advocated was a line from Busselton to
the Margaret River. This is mentioned
in conneetion with the speech delivered
at Busselton on that memorable occasion.
An extension of the Nannup railway was
proposed. Then there was to be the open-
ing up of the Nornalup Inlet. I under-
stand from the speech made the other day
by the Premier that the population of
Nornalup Inlet is very limited indeed,
vet the leader of the Opposition is pre-
pared to advoeate its State endowment.
The hon. member was a State soecialist
then because 1t was within his own elee-
torate,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are opposed
to opening up the South-1Vest then?

Mr. LEWIS: T am not prepared to
adopt the dog-in-the-manger policy of
members opposite. We find on this side
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the goldfields representatives are pre-
pared to support State lramnways, Stale
ferries and all other State enterprises,
and (he metropolitan representalives are
prepared to support State enterprises to
develop the great North-West, but what
do we find 1s the miserable policy of the
members sitting on the Opposition side?
8¢ long as they are within their own
electorates they are prepared to adopt any
sort of socialism. The individualist op-
positionist will walk along the munieipal
paths lighted by municipal gas, cleansed
by municipal brooms. He will look at
the iunieipal clock in the municipal town
hall and ring up on the national telephone
to tell his children, whe are attending the
State school, that he cannot meet them,
but that they are to come along in the
State tramways and he will meet them
by the side of the State endowed hospital
close to the State endowed library and
museum and art gallery, where he will go
in ovder to eonsult the library in the
National Publi¢ Library in order to pre-
pare a speech to deliver before a Liberal
rally on agricultural railways, water sap-
plies to farmers and reduced freights.
All this sort of thing he will advocate he-
fore the Tiberal rally, and then turn
round and say, “we want to fight the
eommon enemy, the socialist.” He will
deliver a speech over an honr and a half
condemning the Government giving effect
to the true policy which we advocated.
and no hnmbug and hypoerisy, and then
he will sav, “Mr, Chairman, it is not State
endowment, not State socialism that has
helped to build up the State, but only
self-help,” while the same gentleman who
has made such a speech will ecome lere
and advocate State endowment as far as
his own partienar electorate is concerned.
Tt is, as T said before, humbug and
hypoerisy. The Lahour party have =
national poliey. They do not confine the
enconragement of State enterprises to
the boundaries of their own electorates,
but they support a policy for the general
advancement of the State. Tn connection
with the State ferries, T would like to
point out to the leader of the Opposition
that T ean absolutely prove that since the
Government took over the ferry service
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we have a cleaner and bLetter service. It
is hetter lighted. There is a reduetion
in the monthly fares from 10s. to 8s. a
month, apprentices receive some con-
sideration.

Mr. George: Where do you get your
figures from?

AMr, LEWIS: If I were to give the hon.
member the figures he would not under-
stand them, There is only one little
anomaly I would like te bring under the
notice of the Premier in connection with
the ferries, and that is that children to-day
on the ferries are being charged 10s. 3d.
a quarter, while apprentices who earn
something have a concession of Gs. 3d. a
quarter, There are a number of residents
in Seuth Perth with large families doing
their hest io cducate their sons and
daughters, and I contend that although
they live in South Perth they bhave a
water space to span each day, and that
they should have the same concession as
is given to those who live along the rail-
wavs. This is a handicap to the district.
A man with a family if he desires to live
in South Perth has to compare the ferry
gervice with the service rendered by the
railways. and if he finds that he can live
alongside the railway line and send his
children to school on payment of a nom-
inal sum, then if e were to live in South
Perth. he is handieapped, and this par-
fieular poliey is hindering the advance-
ment of South Perth. I would like fo
see some uniformity, The =ame con-
sideratton should he given to ehildren on
the nationalised ferry as is given to them
on the nationalised railway. The leader
of the Opposition algo criticised the State
tramwayvs, He stated that no improve-
ments had been effected in connection
wilh the trams,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not a bit.

Mr, LEWIS: Of course. First of all
the wmilenge has been considerably in-
creased. The member for Kalgoorlie in
moving the adoplion of the Address-in-
reply gave (he figures as far as the mile-
age is coneerned. Several new cars have
been pul on the system. A power house
i5 now well under way, and the workers
have been enabled lately to return by any
tram, if they purchaose a worker's ticket
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in the morning. The receipts somewhat
surprised members on the other side. I
believe the estimate was £115,000, but on
the close of the year the trams had rea-
lised £116,000 and some odd pounds. In
my opinion, the State has a great assel
in the trawways. I advocated this at
the last election from every platform,
and it was endorsed by the people, be-
cause they realised that under private
monopoly they could noi receive the ex-
tensions needed. In addition, the company
was looking for profit, aud would not give
the people Lhe concessions which have now
been given under the nationalised system.
I desire to advocate in connection wilk
the extensions, first of all, the Beaufori-
street service out to Maylands. There
is a large and growing population along
that particular route, and once the tram-
way is extended the Government would
reap an increased revenue, because there
are already a large number of dwellings
there. We have the experience of the
Eastern States, so far as South Austra-
lia is eoncerned. The (ram was extended
to Henley Beach to enable people to fake
a trip down to the sea side and a hoge
settlement sprung up, almost in a night.
I also desire to advocate a proposal to
connect up the north and south sides of
the river., When the redistribntion of
seats took place, the Canning electorate
had included in its houndaries Maylands,
which iz separaled by the river from the
rest of the electorate. In order to bring
about that community of interest so much
emphasised on that occasion, it is neces-
sary to have a bridge connecting up May-
lands or Bayswalter with the other side of
the river. People from Vietoria Park
have at the present time to come to Perth
and make a detour of some six miles to
reach the suburbs on the north side. By
extending the Lord Strect tramline along
Guildford-road and aeross the river, con-
necting up Bayswater, and also going
back from Guldford-road throngh Bel-
ntonl, we would shorten the route to Kala-
munda by two miles, and wonld be able
to cater for the race traffic, which at the
present time causes the Railway Depart-
ment a good deal of anxiety. On a big race
day congestion takes place and the other
services are disorganised, because the rofl-
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ing stock is taken from the ordinary pas-
senger services in an attempt to cater for
the extraordinary race traflic. By this
proposal, under a gystem of tramways we
would be able to carry the people from
both ends, that js frem the Vietoria Iark
end over the Camseway and also from
Maylands, we would be able to carry the
people to the racecourse. The revenue
brought to the Railways by the race traf-
fie is approximately £10,000 a year. Under
the proposed system of tramways the
trafiec conld be more expeditionsly and
economically handled, because one ear
could follow another, whereas a train has
to clear a section before another train can
depart, It would also bring about a de-
velopment of a large suburban area with-
in a four miles radius of the city, an area
in whieh land could be cheaply obtained
Tor workers’ homes. The result would be
that suburbs would spring up, almost in
a might, Moreover, il would link up the
north and south sides of the river, and
would provide a cheaper rate of travel-
ling, At the present time we have the
Causeway, and the next bndge is at
Guildford, a long distance off, leaving
Maylands, Bayswater, and Belmont un-
served. DBy this proposal we would be
able to carry the race traflic, which would
provide the necessary amount for interest
and sinking fnnd, while the developments
which would ensue from these facilities
would represent a profit in  connection
with the service. The people at Queen’s
Park, realising what transit facilifies
would do for that district, are anxions
for an extension of the tram service. I
proposed to them the levying of a hetter-
ment tax, as is 5o often done in New Zea-
land. The local authorities took up the
matter enthusiastically and secured the
signatures uf a large majority of the rale-
payers to a petition in favour of the ex-
tension, They have submitted a business-
like proposition, puaranteeing the interest
and sinking fund during the early de-
velopmental stages of the extension. They
desire to place before the Government the
need for an extension of the iramway
to Nicholson-road within the boundaries
of Queen’s Park. The people are willing
to pay, through the local couneil, five per
cent. on the eapital cost of such exten-
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sion to cover interest and sinking fund
until sueh time as the revenue shall be in
excess of the expendilure, when such ex-
eess shall be used in reduetion of Lhe
amount paid by those property-owners.
They also desire to ask the Government
o give power to the local council to levy
a special rate on land in and around
Queen’s Park, sueh property to be rated
in the following manner:—Land within a
guarter of a mile of the Albany-road, hav-
ing approximately a value of £31,470, to
pay 1%ad, in the pound, from whieh it is
estimated to receive £163 18s.; land be-
yond a guarlér of & mile of Albany-road
and within half a mile thereof, having ap-
proximately an unimproved capital value
of £21,170, and land, excluding Location
37, between the Canning River and over
half a mile froms Albany-read baving un
. approximale eapilal value of £17,570 at a
penny in the pound, estimated to produce
£161 8s. 4d.; land over half a mile from
Albany-road and sonth-west and contigu-
ous to the railway line, having an approxi-
male capital value of £6,000, at a farthing
in the pound, estimated to realise £18
15s.; Localion 37, and all land norlh-
east of the ruilway line, having an ap-
proximate eapilal unimproved value of
£58,180, a1 a farthing in the pound, esti-
mated to realise £60 12s. 1d.; land within
half a mile of the proposed terminus situ-
ated in Gosnells and Jandakot road beard
distriets, and land from Welshpool-road
to Queen’s Park boundary for half a mile
south-wes( of Albany-road and situated
in Vieloria PPark, at a penny in the pound,
estimated (o produce £50, or an approxi-
mate total of £454 13s, 5d. When these
people are prepared to bear that burden
and guarantee the interest and sinking
fund during the first three or four years
of the running of the line it is a business-
like proposition, and the Government
should be prepared to make thaf exten-
sion to Queen's Park. If this were done
then undoubtedly in the near fulure as
the resuit of having Lhese travelling faeili-
ties the suburb would become a very popu-
lar one, For the purpose of rating, those
pieces of land whieh are in two different
rateable areas shall be taken to be in that
area having the highest rateable value.
Provided that no allotment or separate

[ASSEMBLY.]

portion of rateable land shall be valued
af a capital value of less than £30. When
the revenue from lhe extension shall have
exceeded the expenditure by suech an
amounl as will allow for a reduetion in
rating, or the capilal unimproved value
shall have so increased that a reduction
in raling can be made, the rates shall be
reduced by a farlhing in the pound; and
when further reductions can he made each
reduction shall be a farthing in the pound
until such time as the excess of revenue
from the extension scheme over and above
expenditure shall be sufficient to pay all
inlerest and sinking fund on the ecapital
eost of the extension.

Hon. W. C. Avgwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): What is the population?

Mr. LEWIS: Approximately 3,000, but
several estates are now being subdivided,
which 0 the near future will materially
increase the population, Travelling faci-
lities, as we know, create traffic. The
moment we give those people decent tran-
sit facilities their district will advanee by
leaps and bounds. To take an instance:
Recently we had a railway platform
erected at Victoria Park. BSince the peo-
ple have had an opportunity of joining
the train at that point, 51 new houses have
gone up in the immediate vicinity, and
where five persons used to join the train
at Victoria Park to-day over a hundred
join it at that platform, eclearly proving,
as | sayv, that travelling facilities ecreate
traffie. By giving such facilities we in-
duce the pecple to go out where they can
get fresh air and live under their own
vine and fig tree, Given the opportunity,

they will certainly go out to those
loealilies. Tn this proposition which
I have submitted the people are
prepared fo take the responsibility

of guaranteeing the interest and sinking
fund during the developmental years of
the extension. I eontend the Government
should assist people who are preparved to
help themselves in this manner. Another
matter mentioned in His Excelleney’s
Speech was that of the filter beds. We
were told thal four new filter heds will
shortly be in full operation on Rurs-
wood Island with the result that effective
treatment of the effluent from the septic
tanks is confidently anticipated. T can-
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not shave in thal confident anticipation.
First of all T realise that had a publie
works committee been in existence when
those beds were first thonght of, some
£40.000 would have heen saved to the
State. The late Government pnt down
Four filter beds in a slushy, swampy siiu-
ation, no test was made of their founda-
tions, aml after they were constracted
they sank in the centre and did not per-
form the work for which they were con-
strueted. We also have an evidencee for
the necessity of a publiec works committee

in the faet that over £200,000 was sunk’

in the dock at Fremantle. Flad a publie
works committee heen in existence to take
evidence on the question, and submit a re-
port for the guidance of members, this
expenditure would have heen saved to the
taxpayer. Moreover, had a public works
commitee been in existence at that time,
the filter beds would never have been con-
structed where they were. This is a burn-
ing question in my electorate, and the
complaints that come from the residents
living along the river bank at Maylands,
Bayswater, Belmont, and Vietoria Park
are loud and luminous,

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Are the new’ beds
working satisfactorily ?

Mr. LEWIS: I am coming to that.
People travelling over the railway bridge,
and others travelling along the Causeway,
in trams and vehicles, have termed the
portion of the river between the Cause-
way and the railway bridge “the devil in
anlntion,” beecanse if is responsible for a
lot of bad language when passengers are
passing along those partienlar avenues;
and T must say T think the place is rightly
termed. [ recognise that the present
Government were faced with this pro-
position: that the development of the dis-
trict and the health of the people living
along the banks of the river were heing
seriously impaired. To bring about a
hetter state of affairs they have erected
the new beds on a spot where the founda-
fions were thoroughly tested and found to
he satisfactory. « The heds are a great
improvement on the old ones; they ave on
higher land, and the efluent coming away
from them certainly shows a vast im-
provement on that from the original beds.
T think that the fime will soon arrive

405

when the Government will have to seri-
ously tackle this question. I wonld like
to see them procure some experts to get
out the costs of an outfall system, one by
which we could eonnect our sewerage and
storm waler {ogelher, and carry both out
into the ocean. This is a question which
affects my distriet very materially. At
the same time I want to congratulate the
Government on having effected consider-
able improvements, but T am not con-
vinged that the filter bed or the septie
tank system will prove satisfactory for a
large population. I know it is said by
experts that in Glasgow and other por-
tions of the world, this system has proved
satisfactory, but as against that we can
get the evidence of experts in Qer-
many showing that this system is notf
a success, that is pollutes the river, that
there has been a large public agitation,
that people have left their villages and
that the authorities have had to go into
the question of doing something to bring
about a better state of affairs by adopi-
ing the ontfall system. It is not so much
the particular system as the handling of
the ontput. So far as the output from
the filter bed and septic tank system is
concerned, in this instanee at East Perth
the flow goes on to swamp land, which is
often flooded, and the efflueni flows into
the river. The ebb and flow of the tide
takes this effluent to and fro, and, especi-
ally mm the snmmer time, it is absolutely
polluting the river. It is also a faet that
ihe efflvent is earried up as far as May-
lands and around the Maylands jetty, and
in the summer timne millions of flies con-
oregate  around the jetty on the scum
whieh is thrown up by the filter beds. This
seum has been analysed by analysts, and
they point out that the sickness which has
been cansed in and around Maylands and
the loeality is caused by nothing else than
the efluent and the seom which travels
up that way. Tt travels to and fro by
the tide becanse there is no proper outleb
for it, The Government can do a great
deal in the way of lmproving the state of
affairs, espeetally in the way of deepen-
ing the channel. The channel is some-
thing like three feet in depth, and boats
which draw three feet have the greatest
diffienlty in geing to and fro. By deep-
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ening the channel and reclaiming the
swamp land much conld be done in the
way of remedying the evil. In the
Swan River we have one of the finest as-
sets thal it is possible to have in the
State, and it would be deeply to be de-
plored if anything were done to perman-
ently affeet the value of that asset, In
my opinion it is only a question of time
when these filter beds will bring about
pollution of the river. I recognise that
this queston has mueh that is diffiealt
aboul it, and that it will have to be gone
into most carefully. The present Govern-
ment have eertainly done a great deal,
and have been to a great deal of expense
in the improvements which they have ef-
fected. At the same time it would be un-
wise to waste any further money, and
better to go on at onee with an entirely
new scheme. No donbt this would he a
heavy tax upon the metropolitan popula-
tion. The outfall system might possibly
run into a quarter of a million pounds,
but T believe the people of the metropoli-
tan area would be prepared to carry that
burden rather than run the risk of the
river being polluted. There is no doubt
that that pollution exists. The people are
complaining, and they urge that some-
thing should he done. In my opinion we
should devise some other method of deal-
ing with the sewerage and storm water
without expending any further money on
existing works,

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
isier): Do you not think the other peo-
ple would have eause for complaint?

Mr. LEWIS: In my opinion we sheuld
liuk np the storin water drainage with the
sewerage system, and take the lot to the
ocean. This probably would not neressi-
tate more than a couple of pumping sta-
tions, and by running the storm water in
the same chiannel this wounld have the ef-
feet of cleansing the ehannels, and then
the whole lot would go out into the ocean.

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : . The people on the beaches wonld
then complain,

Mr, LEWIS: Not if ihe efflnent were

carried right out into the ocean. It is
earried oul into the ocean in other parts

' settlement within an
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of the world, and this system gives every
satisfoction.

Mr. 8, Stobbs:
crage farm?

Alr, LEWIS: Personaily, T am doubt-
ful about the success of that.

Mr. 8, Stubbz: They are suceessful in
the Eastern States.

Mr. LEWIS: T have heen told that in
Victoria they have a sewerage farm al
Werribee, where the sewerage from Mel-
bourne is received, and that it renders
area of 10 or 15
miles absolulely prohibitive.

Mr. George: Why, they have a sewer-
age farm absolutely adjoining Birming-
ham.

Mr. LEWIS: This is a matter which,
in my opinion, experts would have to deal
with. I just desire to emphasise the
trouble which is existing at the present
time. Itis well worth the atteniion of the
Government to try to bring about a bet-
ter system of dealing with this sewerage.
I am satisfied that the residents of the
metropolitan area would not tolerate the
possible visk of pollution of the Swan
River.

Mr, 8. Siubbs: The effiuvent ought
never to have been turned into the Swan
River.

Mr, LEWIS: T heartily endorse that
remark. Auother matter upon which I
desire to congratulate the Government is
im conneetion witlh the maternity hospital.
Tt is a great necessity, in order to provide
a training ground for our midwives. I
regret 1hat the Ionorary Minister did not
have a coronial inquiry Into the life
which was recently sacrificed owing to the
fact lhat there ware no proper [acilities
available for a maternity case when the
emergency arose.

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Henorary Min-
ister): I have had an inquiry.

Mr. LEWIS : The reports put up pre-
sent different points of view, T contend
that a woman who is going through that
experience and the husband of the woman
who accompanied her, must naturally re-
late the true cireumstances that have
transpired Lo their friends. In my optnion
a good deal of indifference has heen dis-
played in eonnection with the case, and

Why not have a sew-
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too much emphasis altogether has been
placed upon the word “indigent.” If
this woman had not been poor no doubt
she would have received far more prompt
attention,

Mr. George: No matter whelber she
was indigent or not, if she needed atten-
tion she should have received i.

Mr. LEWIS: It seems fo me that
officials in many instances rather look
upon this sort of case as though the
patient were trying to avoid paying some-
thing for the atiention bestowed upon her.
I regret ihat the child should have lost
the best friend in the world, a mother, and
that Lhe husband should have lost a wife
through the indifference, which, in my
" opinion, has been displayed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter): I do not think the hospital doe-
tor was to blame in any way.

Mr, 1.EWIS: There is this fact which
remains: the unfortunate woman arrived
at the hospital at 11,30 and she’ did not
arrive according to (he reports, at the
Home of AMercy until 2.30 during which
time a period of three hours had elapsed.
The doctor states in his own report that
the husband was anxious. No one can tell
me that a man who has gone through
that partienlar expervience would not
truthfully relate the cirenmstances of it.
That should be sufficient in itself for a
medieal man to know that nature was
not performing its proper functions, and
that something should be done to assist
nature, so that the life of the woman
might be saved. The life of a woman
was in this case, I say, sacrificed through
indifference, and through emphasis on
the word ‘‘indigent.’’ I desire now to
congratulate the Minister for Education
upon the sucecess of our educational sys-
tem. T think that he has done great
work in eonneetion with that system. A
large sum of money, something like £1
per head of the population, is being
spent on education, but we must realise
that the money has been spent in the
direetion from whieh it should return
twenty-fold the value of the money in-
vesled, WWhat has been the experience
in the Eastern States 9 1 desire to
quote a statement made by the Minister
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for Bdueation in Vietoria, in connection
with the educational system in that
State. He states—

One of the greatest men in our times,
ex-President Roosevelt, had said, “Tf
you are going to do anything perman-
ent for the average man, you have to
begin before he is a man. The chance
of success lies in working with the
hoy.” This was true wisdom, and the
gountry which neglected its education
would go to the wall. We had our
duty to do in matters educational. The
money spent in education decreased
the expenditure in other departments.
With the expenditure on edueation go-
ing up, the expenditure on gaels went
down. The Kihnore gaol had now been
turned inte a butter factory, because
there was no further use for if.

Mon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter} : I hope we shall be able to turn
the Fremantle gaol into one very shortly.

Mr, LEWIS: The Minister went on—
The Maryhorough gaol was empty, and
the Portland gaol would be elosed soon.
This was the result of education; it
decreased crime. Therefore the ex-
penditure in one direction was a sav-
ing in another,
I think that testimony and also the in-
terjection of the Honorary Minister that
ke would turn Fremantle gaol into some-
thing similar shortly shows that the ex-
penditure of, I think, £319,000 on eduea-
tion is amply justified by the results.
I recently had an oppeortunity of visit-
ing the Modern School in Perth. I was
areatly pleased with what I saw in that
institution. Doys in the manual train-
ing classes were keenly absorbed in their
studies, and the work which they were
performing, and the teacher informed me
ihat when they had any initiative or idea
every encounragement was given to it, so
that that idea might be given practical
effect to. He pointed out that the
method employed there made a boy self-
reliant, and did a great deal in the way of
gelting out of the old methods and en-
couraging self-reliance in the rising gen-
eration. [ also saw the domestic science
classes. I was pleased to see there the
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cleanliness and economy, and that a lot
of the old ideas in regard to the manage-
ment of the household had been com-
pletely eliminated. Much valuable know.
ledge was being imparted to the girls
which would be of great service to them
in after lite, 'They were also teaching
languages, mathematies, chemistry, phy-
sies, and drawing, and practically
cverytiing was being taught there. |

was greatly pleased to see that the
classes were so well conducted. In
tact, 1 said to the genfleman wheo

was conducting me round, “How deo
vou deal with any sindent who becomes
unruly?’"  and he replied, ‘‘They are
never unvuly. They are so absorbed in
their stndies and so anxious to learn, and
they appreciate the privileges they have
so much that they frequently ask to come
back on Saturdays and even after school
hours, in order that they may go on
with them.” 'This sort of thing shows
an excellent spirit, and that we are on
the right lings when we c¢an get boys and
girls of the rising generation to take such
a keen interest in their studies. I re-
gard this institalion as a training ground
for future teachers. I have been in-
formed that an assistant teacher bas been
appointed to the Training College, who
has Leen imported from the Eastern
States from a country school there. I
think this is to be regretted, if it is the
case, because if we have amongst our
teachers in this State persons qualified
to take these positions we should encour-
age them to seek for promotien, and put
everv apportunity in their way of seeur-
ing a higher position, rather than to go
outside the State and bring a man In
when we have atready those wilkin the
State qualified to perform the duties.
There arc otlier matters in connection
witlh the Governor’s Speech I desire to
mention. The Speech eontains a good
deal of what the Clovernment have ae-
eomplished. The Government have cer-
tainly accomplished a great deal of good
work. Thex have also outlined a pro-
oressive poliey’ for the future. One
af the suhjects mentioned in the Speech
is gn ol friend—fthe Traffic Bill. Repre-
sonfine as T do, one of the metropolitan
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constituencies, [ say that the whole of
the loeal authorities and (hose exisling in
the melropolitan constituencies, desire to
see the Traffic Bill earried through Par-
liament. Lt has been pointed out by pre-
vious spenkers that the city council re-
ceive the bnlk of the fees, while their
velicies pass over roads which have to be
maintained Ly the suburban authorities,
Tor instance, we have the road leading to
the principal racecourse, which is one of
the hest maintained in the Staie.  The
Belmont roads board and the Vicloria
Park municipal conneil do their duty in
this respect very well, but al the same
time no revenue is received by them from
the motors and other vehicles whicl tra-
vel along that road to the racecourse, and
which cul il up considerably. There is
another matter 1 desire to refer to which
has been discussed in every portion of
the world—1I refer to the question of irri-
gation, In this Biate we have made two
attempis 1o pass a measure throngh Par-
liament, but anotler place has on both oc-
casions seen fit to reject it. T am pleased
to see that the Government intend to re-
submit the Bill this session, and, so far as
the provisions of that Bill are concerned, T
hope the Government will insist on (lem
being earried, as thev will introduce then,
and as they were introduced on previons
oceasions, T desire to quote from “Prae-
tieal Irrigation,” by John MeKeague, who
is supported by Professor Rickerlon, of
Conterbury College and Professor Black,
of the University, Dunedin. The writer
studied the Califerniun laws and those of
Spain, France, ltaly, and nearly all the
eouniries where irrigation is earried on,
amd arrived at eonclusions on which our
own measure is based. These are—

1., That the Stale ovght to have the
fuil ownership and control of the waters
of the country. 2, That where the
State has alienated the people’s right
to this full vwnership and eontrol, the
public interests have greatly suffered
in consequence. 3, That where the
monopolist has secured a lepal right in
the poblie waters, those interested in
the use of these waters have been mor-
allv plundered by (he monopolist. 4,
That sneh monnsoly  has  Invariably
acted prejudicially to the interests of
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irrigation, 3, That the beds of all
‘rivers and waler channels and lakes,
together with their banks and shores,
ounght to be public property. &, That
any considerable hody of water, no mat-
ter where sitnated, ought to be public
property. 7, That the legal right must
exist, subject to fair eompensation for
injury, to fake irrigating waters by the
best route across public or private pro-
perty to the land to be irrigated. 8,
That where the State owns the public
waters  and  econtrols  the irrigation
works, the results to the irrigator and
the public are very beneficial. 9, That
the State ought to exhanstively legis-
late on the subject of the property of
the public waters, securing this pro-
perty for the sole use and benefit of the
general public, 10, That it is the duty
of the State to supply all information
pussible to be obtained econcerning the
public waters and their supply for irri-
galing purposes.
Mr. George: That is what we say af
Harvey,
Mr. LEWIS: Who is responsible? The
other place.
11, That while relaining the supreme
cointrol of the public waters, and the
chiet guidance of irrigation works, the
Siate onght to eheerfully and vigor-
ously co-operaie with the loeal irriga-
tion authorities in all direelions likely
to promole the welfare of the irriga-
tors, and through them of the whole
colony,
The member for Murray-Wellington (MMr.
George) knows that what has been done
in connection with Harvey, as far as ihe
orchards are concerned, could not have
been donc without the ageney of water.
12, That the beds of dried-up or disused
waler channels ought to revert, under
just econditions, to the owners of the
land throngh which they flowed. 13,
That the drainage of swamps and
marshes ought, if necessary, to be
compulsory. 14, That legal enactments,
exhaustive in their scope, ought to re-
gulate the flow of water from one es-
tate to the next, and secure each land-
holder and tenant from injury result-
ing from carelessly copstruected irriga-
tion works. 15, That means ought to
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exist for measuring the flow of irrigat-

ing water, both in the main canal, and

at the outlet to each irrigalor. 16,

That the State ought to control—(a)

The constituting of irrigating distriets.

(L) The consirnetion of national, of

Joint, and of district irrigation works,

the water which each is entitled to take

from a common and publi¢ source, and
the condilions under which lhe water
power may or must be converted into
eleetrie power and transmitted to dis-
tant pluces. (¢) The regulations in
which each local irrigation district is ad-
ministered. 17, That it is the duty of the
Sinte to provide independent and im-
partial judicial machinery to bear and
te adjudge objections and grievances
made either by the loeal governing irri-
gation body, by the landowner, by the
ienant, by the mortgagor, or by the irvi-
aator, 18, That the loeal aunthorily
should have power to permit, under
just condifions, water to be raised by
irvigators to higher levels than those to

which the water will naturally rise, 19,

That the irrigation law onght to deal

with subterranean as well as with sar-

face wafer,
These are not the ideas of any Labour Ad-
minisiration. [ have quoted from an
authority who has studied the laws of the
worid, and the conclusions I have read
are those whiclt he arrived at, and they
absolufely endorse Lhe provisions of the
Bill as it was introduced on two ocea-
sions by Lhe Clovernment of this State.
We are faced wilh the fact that because
it is o Labour Administration which is
introducing this measnre, the non-parly
Chamber has seen fit on bolh oceasions to
retard the development of the State by
defeating the objects "the Government
have in view, The present Government
also introduced a Public Works Commit-
tee Bill and it was rejected by another
place. A similar measure was iniroduced
on a former occasion by a Liberal Admini-
sfration, and the present lcader of the
Opposition on that oceasion eulogised i,

Mr. George: When was that?

Mr. LEWIS: In 1901. The hon, mem-
ber will see it recorded in Hansard, that
Mr. Kingsmill, when Minister for Works,
submitted the measure, and the present
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lender of the Opposition eulogised the
Government for introducing it, and
praised the measure. When lhe present®
Government introduced the Public Works
Committee Bill, however, the leader of
the QOpposition condemnned it as emphatic-
ally as he endorsed il on a previous ocea-
sion. This proves that the hon. gentleman
is =0 blinded by party prejudices that he
will not give the present Administration
credit for attempting to pass a measnre
which bhe advocated on a previous occa-
sion,

Mr. (eorge: What was the difference
between the two Bills{

Mr. LEWIS: Very little indeed. The
leader of the Opposition stated, in eon-
nection with the former Bill, that the
payment proposed to be given to members
of the Committee was too low, but so far
as the general prineiples of the Bill were
concerned, they were precisely the same.
There are one or twe omissions from the
the Governor's Speech, but T recognise
that in a short session like the present
one, it would have been impossible to in-
troduce much legislation. One matter,
which has been taken up with a good deal
of enthusiasm in my electorate, is the pro-
posal to amend the Municipalities Aect,
so far as to provide for rating on unim-
proved values, The South Perth Council
sent out a eireular letter to the muniei-
palities of the State and they have re-
ceived repites from a majority endorsing
the principle. I regret to have to state
also that thal proposal was passed hy
this Chamber, and vejected by another
place, We find it eontained in the Roads
Act and it is only fair and just that it
should bhe ineluded in the Municipalities
Act as well, so that those whe effeet im-
provements should not be unduly penal-
ised by taxes, while the absentee who
conbributes nothing towards the develop-
ment of the eouniry eseapes taxation so
far as rating on vacant lands is concerned.
Most of the municipalities would like {o
gee this provision made mandatory. There
is another amendment whieh 1 would like
to see made to the Municipalities Aet. The
Honorary Minister (Mr, Angwin) sub-
mitted this in an amending measure which
he presented to the Legislative Assembly,
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but the Legislative Council threw it ont.
The object of the amendment would be to
1 revent {he subdivision of blocks of land
into slnm arcas, That is going on at the
present time in our midst. There are land
speeulators who are buying up ecorner
hlocks and shortening the bloeks by taking
oft the depths. There are plenty of exam-
ples of the result of this kind of thing
and what will happen if we allow it to
coutinue? A Royal Commission, which
was appointed in Victoria, took evidence
un the guestion and pointed ouf that land-
lards were trying to make as mueh as they
possibly eould by subdividing land inte
blucks having as small a frontage as 15ft.,
with a depth of 50ft, and build-
ing louses with verandahs on tihe
street, where children would have no
available space at all. Hon, members
must realise that (hat kind of thing is not
conducive to the physical or moral well-
being of the community, [ can also cile
an instance of speculators in land at
Maylands, in my own electorate, buying
land having a frontage to a certain street
and then appiying for permission to take
in the right-of-way, 1In that instance, I
am sorry to say, the permission was
granted to them. That kind of thing
should not he permitted. The local an-
thority pave their consent to this beiny

done. In a ease where land was
purchased in  Beaufort street, the
original surveys placed the frontages

in a cross street, but the owners of that
land realised that if they had the frontage
to Beanfort-street the property would be
more valnable, and a survey was made
and the blocks were, so to spenk, turhed
reand, and a right-of-way was placed
extending from Whaleott street to Tenth
avenue, A cerlain firm which had five
blocks between the tweo cross slreets ap-
plied lo the loeal authority for permission
to take in that right-of-way, and permis-
sion was given to them, althongh the man
who had the eorner hlock behind the right-
of-way had already paid a deposit en it
and had, as a matter of faet, purchased
it beeause he wanted io have the use of
that right-of-way. He was not consulted
because it appeared that he had entered
into an agreement which made it possible
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to close this right-of-way. The land be-
hind belonged to a syndicate. They were
consulted and gave their approval and
the local authority acceded to the request
to close the right-of-way. This right-of-
way is being used to shorten Lhe depths
of certain blocks and give frontages to
side streets. This, I contend, is introdue-
ing into Western Australia an undesirable
state of affairs.

¥r. George: The man to whom you

refer has a remedy.

Mr. LEWIS: He bas no remedy. Legis-
lation should be introduced to prevent the
poseibility of any local authority giving
approval to such proposals as these.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : These subdivisions have to be sub-
mitted to the loeal authorities.

Mr, LEWIS: Then the local authorities
do not use their power. I feel inclined to
move that the file be laid on the Table.
This is nof the only instanee. The time
has arrived when legislation should be
passed to prevent subdivisions in owr
area from developing into slum areas,
We have the example of the Eastern
Htaies, where the greedy landlord and
speculator have heen allowed to do this
sort. of thing. Last summer it was difli-
cult to secure an adeguate supply of water
in the higher levels of the metropolitan
area, and 1 am pleased that steps have
been taken in the direetion of building
reservoirs so that this diffieulty will not
recur during the coming summer. Au-
other matter which must be dealt with
is the praper licensing of registry offices,
There are some of these institutions the
p:roprietors of which Y consider are para-
sites on the communily. They undertake
to secure employment for girls, especially
in the hotel business, and the employers
are in league with the proprietors, The
latter aecept a fce of half a week’s wages,
and after the girls have been in their
places for a week or two they are put
off and another bateh are sent along. This
state of affairs shounld not be tolerated,
and the time has arrived when legislation
<hould be introduced to license registry
offices and prevent such parasites from
nlavine on the necessities of people who
ara foreed to =sgek employvirant.
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Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
T listened ro the hon, member for Canning
wilh considerable attention and I con-
gratulate him on having given to the
House some very interesting information.
But when he quoted the figures in connec-
tion with several undertakings, on the
accuracy of which figures he is prepared
to stake his reputation, which is greal, he
should at least have been prepared to
tell the House the source from which
he derived them. There ean be but
one source whence accurate fignres deal-
ing with State enterprises can be ob-
tained, and that is the Government offices.
Why the hon., gentleman should have been
so desirous of hiding the source from
which he obtained them can be aecounted
for by only one reason, that he is aware
that members of the Opposition are un-
able to obtain from Government depart-
ments even the simplest information nupon
matters which are not eontroversial and
are not party questions, but which con-
cern the whole State.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Tt all depends en what they want.

Mr, GEORGE: I have been in publie
life for a number of years, and it 1is
only recently that members of Parliament
who asked in a legitimate way for in-
formation have experienced any diffienlty
in obtaining it. What Government have
a right to constitute themselves the sole
judges as to whether information should
be given to members of Parliament ?
They are simply the trustees of the
people for the time being charged with
the administration and accountable, so far
as they ean be acconntable, to Parliament,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Ain-
ister)} : The officers are in the departments
ta carry out their duties, and not to pre-
pare unnecessary figures.

Mr. GEORGE: Tt is not a matter of
questioning officers for fipures, but of
obtaining them from Ministers; hon.
membhers even in this House are refused
mformation fo which they are entitled.
Tt is generally considered that when a
man evades the question he has something
to lide. Tf he has something to hide it
ninst he beeanse he is ashamed. If Min-
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isters issue instructions which T will en-
deavour (o show have heen issued, that
information is not to be given to hom,
members, 1t shows that there iz something
I will not say shamefunl, but something
which they desire to hide. I do not know
the partirular position of authority ocen-
pied by the hon. member in connection
with the party at present{ in office, but
he spoke with considerable force and de-
sired that his words should carry weight.
He gave figures to show that a certain
undertaking was profitable. I interjecfed,
*What about sinking fund%’ He then
told us that he was allowing 5 per cent.
interest, and sinking fund so much, T
asked. “What about depreciation?’ But
I presume that the hon. member was a
liitle hard of hearing, or that he had not
heen supplied with those figures, and that
it had not occurred te himn that it was
desirable to obtain them, It is useless
for a member to come here and quote
fignures with the mark of authority unless
he is prepared to show the souree from
which be obtained them, so that hon.
members can judge whether the figures
are reliable and can be taken in earnest
or not, Ll is nof a question of party, but
of the whole House representing the peo-
ple being desirous of knowing how things
stand. The hop. member referred to the
filler beds at Burswood, and endeavoured
-—no doubt he considered righfly—to
throw the blaime for having construeted
them on the previons Government. Surely
neither e nor anyone else would hold
members of a Ministry aecountable for
the design and the carrying out of that
work. Al that a responsible MMinister
has to do is to examine the matters placed
hetore him and accurding to his experi-
enee and judgment give authority to the
responsible officers to carry out the work.
If a mistake has been made, which is
evidently the case, the Minister who sane-
tioned the work cannot be blamed for the
error in design or loeality., All that can
be said is that perhaps the Minister did
not exerveise sufficient commonsense and
care,

Hon. W, (., Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Would vou allow that to apply
all round?
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Ar. GEQRGE: The present Govern-
ment have authorised the construction of
some of the filter beds. I have discussed
the construction of these filter beds with
Mr, Lawson, the very intelligent and ¢om-
petent officer who is in charge of this
work, and I eongratulated him on follow-
ing the old English lines of making things
strong enough. I confess that I never
did believe in the septic tank system,
and I do not believe in it now, but I have
an idea that the main deeision in connec-
tion with the sewerage question had to be
arrived at because of the emormous cost
of {aking the sewage direct to the ocean
in the early days. The present scheme
was evolved for the purpose of meeting
the sitnation which bad grown critieal and
whieli to-day is critical. The hon, mem-
ber for Cauning said that possibly the
effluent which was causing trouble might
contaminate the oecean, It is a proposi-
tion worthy of consideration by the
engineers if the funds ean be provided
for this work. From personal experience
of the septic tank svstem in the railways
and on my own property 1 can say that,
talkke whatever care one might, there is
always a certain sickly, offensive smell.
The septic tanks at my home at Clare-
mont are built on the most modern lines.
and eare is taken to exclude from them
anvthing having a tendency to obstruct
them. buf every second or third vear T
find it necessary to open the sealed cham-
ber and clean out the confents. There is
likely to be more tronble in a large sys-
tem. TIn a private house one can, with
careful supervision, exclude material
which would have a deleterious effect on
the bacteria in the dark chamber, buf in
dealing with the sewage of a large eity
like Perth supervision over every person
is impossible, and a fair proportion of
the people are careless in eonnection with
these matters. Their only trouble is to
get rid of variows waste materials in the
quickest wav possible. and the resulf is
that they find their wuy into the septie
tanks. The closets should be used for
one purpose. and one purpose only, hut
we have no gmarantee that foreign mat-
ters are not disposed of in this way. In
Birmingham fthere was a large sewage
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farm close to the city, and a very suecess-
ful one too, but it was found that manu-
facturers and others were turning into
the sewers waste materials which were
spoiling the effect of the measures taken
by that great corporation, and inspectors
had tuv be engaged to trap these people.
In Perth we have not arrived at this stage
vel, but T am doubtful as to the snceess
of the scheme, because, do what we will,
issue what regulations we like, and in-
struct the people as we will, we cannot
prevent careless, dirty people from nsing
the get-away to dispose of rubbish and
malter which should be dealt with by
some¢ other means. Tor the time being
T bhelieve it would be better if the efuent
from these filter heds were pumped away
to a consiilerable distance. T believe this
scheme will eveninally be turned into a
pumping scheme, nnd that the whole of
the sewage will he taken to the ocean,
If there is any likelihood of this being
done the present Government or the Gov-
ernment which shall sneceed them, shortly
T hope, will have to tackle it. There is
no doubt, as the hon. member indicated,
lhat a most offensive odour arises from
the present svstem. I iravel over the
Runbury line about twice a week, and T

ean say that the odour is something
frichtful. T do not think that even the
improved filier beds will rectify the
tranble.  The hon. member referred to

the fact that the efluent is not only
liquid, but earries away with it certain
desiecated sewage whiech forms on the
hanks. and beecomes a breeding ground
for flies. mosquitoes, and other insects.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr., GEORGE: Taking His Execl-
leney’s Speceh. I find, of course, the
usual matters of sclf-congratulation. T
gee Lhat the Government congratulate
themselves and the country upon the re-
appoiniment of Sir Newton Moore, and
in that T fully eoncur., In fhe congratu-
lations on the recent judieial appoinl-
ments T conenr also, 2ir. Juostice Medil-
lan held the position of Aching Chief
Justice. and T think he is abont the best
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man we could-have got for the appoint-
ment, So¢ far as the elevation of Mr.
Northmore to the Bench is concerned, I
personally think it is a very good choice,
and 1 congratulate the Government npon
having made it. Refarence iz made, T ob-
serve, 1o the tramway system, and we are
told that it has been operated by the Rail-
way Department with satisfactory resulls
for the year. I am sure that all members
will join in.hoping thab those sanguine
words will prove to be justified. I notice,
further there is a statement made with re-
gard to abattolrs af Fremantle, The
Speech says— :
Small abattoirs at North Fremantle,
representing lhe first portion of what
will nitimately be developed into large
export works, have been opened . . . .
I do not know that that phase of the
question bas yet come before the House.
Naturally, there is no doubt that, what-
ever Ministry may be in power, the House
will furnish whatever may be necessary
to compleie the work. The Speech men-
tions several other works to whieh I shall
refer direetly. With reference to har-
bours, it is stated— .
Harbour improvements at Freman-
tle are being actively proceeded with.
Schemes for the improvement of the
harbours at Albany and Buonbury have
bheen approved . ., . ..
Only to-day I have reecived from one
of my constituenls n letier asking me to
put certain questions in the Hounse with
regard to the Bunbury harbour works. 1t
might he considered that such gnestions
would more filtingly proceed from the
hon. memhbor who represents the town of
Bunbury: but, as T have already explained
to him, the queslices ave sent to me by
viie of the electors of the Murray-Wel-
lington constituency, and 1 am asked to
place them hefore the Honse, From the
letler which 1 have received I gather that,
althongir the visit of the Minister for
Works 1o Bunbury gave satisfaction, cer-
tainly o very hbelated satfisfaction, to the
inhabitants of thal enterprising town, the
plans that were produced—if any were
produced; T think they were only sketehes
—were of such a fugitive nature that,
there is now considerable perturbation
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amongst those who at any rate think thai
they have a right to exercise some judg-
ment in the matter; and those people de-
sire that the plans in their fullest ex-
tent may be laid upon the Table of the
House, and made available for examina-
lion and eriticism.

Ton. Frank Wilson: Should not mem-
bers have them?®

My, GEORGE: Yes; I think it is only
right members should have them. If my
correspondent is correet in what he states,
it appears that there was also a report
produced, or some reports, by Mr. Rams-
botham, a gentleman of mature experi-
ence, and who can, with modesty, claim
to be regarded as an expert upon that
partieular matter, We aré fold also that
plans aud reports have been prepared by
My, Thompson, the present Engineer-in-
Chief, and that there are in existence
plans made by another officer of the
Pubtic Works Department which differ in
a rather important degree from the plans
to which I have previously referred. The
people of Bunbury are desirous, and
naturally  desirous, of having their
port placed in such a eondition that any
ship of reasonable fonnage may receive
acconmmodation there.  Bunbury is the
outlet, the natural -outlet, for the south-
western distriet, and every one of us in
the South-West is interested in the mal-
ter, and we all support the improvement
of the harhour as far as we possibly can.
1 am suve that the member for Bunbury
(Mr. Thomas) will bear me out in saying
that whatever anxiety there may be in re-
gard to this matter is absolutely more of
a practical character than in the nature
of any desire to twm the question into
one of party polities. The people of
Bunbury know that their port deserves
the fullest consideration; and while, ac-
cording to the Minister for Works, a
scheme of big dimensions is to be entered
upon, they feel—and I think we can par-
don ithem for that very natural feeling
—that they would like at any rafe to
know the details of the enterprise upon
which they are embarking before the de-
partment and the country are absolutely
committed to it. Not that there is any de-
sire in any shape or form to either stop
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the works or check them. "The only de-
sire ig that any feeling of doubt or of
inquiry in this conneelion may be fully
satisfied at Lhe earliest possible momeni.
I have brought the matier forward, as I
told the member for Bunbury, simply
becanse it has been put before me by one
of my econstitnents vesident in my elec-
torate. The other matters mentioned in
the Speech are interesting, as the Speech
prepared for His Excellency usunally is
interesting, We wet a long list of things
attempted, and of things some of them
done and some of them not done. [
presnme, however. it is hardly necessary
for me to go through the whole eatalogue.
My leader, the member for Sussex, in
dealing with the Address-in-veply, gave
to this Chamber—

My, Underwood: Whal about the chair-
man of the Country party?

AMr. GEORGE: Gave to tlus Chamber
a speech ecnrefully compiled, exhausiive,
and full,

Mr. Underwood: He had three years to
make it up.

Mr. GEORGE: My leader gave to this
House and to this country figures which
had been, as 1 say, corefully prepared,
and which will repay the careful exami-
nation of any nnbinssed person there may
be in this State.

AMr. Underwood: The member for Can-
ning (Mr. Lewis) gave figures, too.

Mr. GEORGE: So far as the hon,
gentleman is concerned who speaks about
three years for my friend the lender of the
Opposition, T am exceedingly sorry, Mr.
Speaker, tiat it does not lie in your
power to give that hon. gentleman seven
years without the option, and so keep him
quiet. My friend the member for Sussex
made the speeeh to which T refer—a
speech which was expected from him not
only by members of this House, but by
the people of this country. [Holding
the position of leader of the Oppeosition,
having been formerly Premier of this
Slate, and, T hope and believe, being
aboul soon to become Premier again—

The Premier: No hope.

Mr. GEORGE: He gave to this House
the result of his experience and of his
knowledge, and made a speech which was
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deserving from his particular opponent,
the present Premier of this State, of more
than passing mention. I have examined
the speech of the hon. the Iremier. I be-
lieve it took something like three lours
or three and a quarter hours to deliver.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: That is right,

Mr. GEORGE: Simply rendering that
speech down by the painful process of
first onc riddle and then another, and
then ulilising a sieve of the finest mesh
to ealeh anything there is in it, what
do T (ind it contains? 1 find, fArst of all,
it contains 4 most remarkable statement.
My memory perhaps reguires a little as-
sistance, and if T make a mistake hon.
members will no doubt enrrrect me. The
Premier said—

Is there a huge business in this State
that has not had at some period or
other to draw on capital for the pur-
rose of bridging over some eritical
time? [ doubt whether there are many
members in this Chamber at the pres-
ent time not working on an overdraft.,

Mr. Thomas: That is. if we ecan get
it.

The Premier: T admit {hat we eannot

all get it, but T believe a majority

e, Underwood: T rise to a point of
order. Ts the hon. member in order in
reading Heansard? 1 protest against it.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of
order?

M. Underwood:
Murray-Wellington
Hansard.

Mr. SPEAKER:
must not read from
session.

Mr. GEORGE: T think T slated that
my memory required a little refreshing,
and T did not wish to misquote the Pre-
mier:, But, at any rate, speaking now
sivictly from memory, although from a
memory which has been refreshed, I say
that the hon, the Premier stated that there
was hardly a business concern in this
State which at some period or other of
iis existence had not heen compelled to
diaw upon its eapital. That is perfecily
right. The Premier made some remarks
sbout overdrafts, hut that is a question
which hon. members can deal with them-
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That the member for
was reading from
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Hgnsard of this
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selves personally. What the Premier
slated with regard to drawing on capital
is perfecily true, but in his attempt to be
smart the hon. gentleman failed to recog-
uise the difference belween the dealings
of a private concern and those of a huge
concern which belongs to the people, like
the Treasury of this State. In a private
concernt, if a man has to draw upon his
capital to tide him over the early days of
starting Dbusiness, he is Tesponsible to
whoever provides that eapital. If it be
his own money, he knows perfectly well
what he is dealing with and he is careful
over the expenditure of every cent. 1f
it is money that he has borrowed, then the
people who have lent it to him are eare-
ful to see that he does not go beyond the
lines of eareful and economical manage-
ment. 1f it be money that he has re-
ceived from his bank by way of an over-
draft. then the bankers generally know
how a man is eondueting his business, and
if he bemins lo step over the traces and
become exiravagant they very soon bring
him to book. The Premier, in his desire
for illustration, was very unfortunate in
his analogy. Ie, as Treasurer of this
State, draws upon what? The capital of
the people, npon the money that he has
wrenched out of the yockets of the people
hy taxation. upon the money he has
filched out of the pockets of the people
by wunauthorised and unwarranted ad-
vance in the raijway freights of this
State. e draws upon cash whieh should
have been held to assist the producers of
this State in a proper manner, money
whieh he has laken from them by raising
tha rales on produce. Take, for example.
the fertiliser rates. T helieve I am cor-
recl in saying that in New Zealand—I
know it was so some few years ago, and
1 helieve that it is so to-day—the fer-
tilisers for the land were carried for
nolhing, Tn this State, during recent
vears, we were carrving fertilisers for
one farthing per ton per mile. Now the
rate For fertilisers has been raised to a
Ligher sum, and that is looked upon as
a bunsiness proposition. Tet me tell the
House that every penny thab can be left
in the hands of ihe farmer io apply iu
placing fertilisers on his land inereases
his yield, and therefore means more ans
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more increased weight for the railways te
carry. The majority of the farmers of
this State, even those in the older settled
distriets, are not in sueh a position that
the difference of a few shillings per ton
in the freight they have to pay on their
fertilisers does not represent something
material to them.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: What did you
charge when you were there?

Mr. GEORGE: I am not in a position
to tell the hon. member just now, but if
he will refer to the rate book he will find
out what it was. 1If he likes to go further
than that, and exercise the privilege
which hon. members on that side of the
House have of gaining access te all the
papers of the Railway Department, and
of every other departiment, and if he will
search the file, he will find the rate which
T approved for the carriage of fertilisers;
and I hope the hon. member will cease
pulting in silly, puerile interjections
whiech have nothing whatever to do with
the ense as it stands to-day. T.et me tell
the hon, member that if I was as black
as 2in when T was Commissioner of Rail-
WAYS vears ago——

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
48 SNOW now,

My, GEORGE: That has nothing to
do with the needs of the present day, any
more than the long frocks which the hon.
member wore not S0 many years ago
would be fitting for him at his present
stage. If T had had to carry the hon,
gentleman as fertiliser it would have
been cheap indeed if I charged for

You are as white

him £1 per ton per mile. I would
have dumped him before 1 carried
him many miles. As I was saying,
the Premier has forgotten the dif-

ference between the capital a man uses
in his own husiness and the money raised
* and attempted to be raised by praetically
unauthorised additions to the railway
freights of the State. The only other
point the Premier put forward was that
Lhe leader of the Qpposition had made a
present to certain bhanks of somelhing
like £186,000. I thought that even the
absurdity of the Premier would bave
gone far enough ere he made such a
statement. Of course we know that when,
as must happen ocecasionally, there is a
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certain amount of meney lying on hand -
in the Treasury in eonnection with loans,
ihe Treasurer is not doing his duty un-
less he gets something for it. It is of no
use having the sovereigns there if he can
obtain from the banks even so low a rate
of interest as one or two per cent, I will
go so far with the Premier as to say that
if the late Premier had had an oppor-
tunity of getting a higher rate of interest.’
for the money left with these banks than
he got from the banks he would have
been failing in his duty had he not seized
that opportuniiy.

Mr, E. B. Johpstan: Well, he did not..

Mr. GEORGE: It has yet to bhe
proved that he had any sueh opportunity;
that he did not avail himself of it is quite
anoiher matter. Since my return to the
House [ have made it my business to
leave railway matters alone as much as:
1 eould, beeause 1 have no desirve that the
great institution over whieh I presided
for five years and to which I gave such
abilities and knowledge as nature en-
dowed me with should be adversely eriti-
cised without good eause. But I and
others have had oceasion to eomplain of
difficulty in obtaining any legitimate in-
formation from any of the departments
since the present (Government have heen

in power,
Mr. Tewis: Give ns some evidence.
Mr. GEORGE: T would give you

fourteen days if I had the chance. = The
other day 1 was asked by some delegates
atiending the Farmers and Seftlers’ As-
socialion meetings, and who are constitu-
ents and old friends of mine, to obtain
for them the comparative rates of freights
on fertilisers in the different States, a
matter of about five minutes’ work for
the rates elertk in the Commissioner's
office. T rang up for the Commissioner.
but he was oui. I then spoke to his see-
retary, and was by him put on to Mr.
Hope, the rales elerk. T asked Mr. Hope
i’ he would have the information ready,
intimating that I would call at half-past
two. T called, but T did not get the rates.
Instead I got a letter, which T will read
to the Hounse. .
Mr. Carpenter: You are not the Czar
now, . : .
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AMr. GEORGIE: No. This is the letter
1.yeceived. Mind you. I was a member
of tlhus Chamber, asking for rates which
any member of the public can go and
get for himself,

- The Attornev General: No, thev ecan-
not.

AMr. GEORGE: Yes theyv can.

The Aftorney General: Not what yon
azked for,

AMr. GEORGE:
Yetter—

With reference lo your verbal appli-
cation for information re rates on fer-

. tilisers in this -and the other States,

will you Lkindly apply to the Minister,

as all such information must he sup-
plied through him.
1 thought we had a railway eommissioner
installed wnder the law of the land, free
from -political influence.

BIr. Bolton: That is why he would not
give you the information.

- Mr. GEORGE: And believing that to
be the ease I have never, sinee heing a
wember of the House, sought to inter-
view the Commissioner on any subject
whatever, T have always placed my com-
munications through the Minister, this
being consislent with the policy I car-
ried out when Commissioner of Railways.
But 1 had the right to ask for these rates
as this is not a guestion coneerning the
tnanagement of the Railways, but simply
asking for information with regard to
rates in this State and the ofher Stales,
information whieh I have the right to
ask for, But under the policy of hush
carvied on by the present Government
I doubt whetber any member of the Pub-
lie Service in this State can call his sou!
bis own, or whether, if he gave informa-
tion like this he would not be sent out
of the service.

Mr. Turvey. That information can be
obtained from the rate books of each
State.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, but who has the
rate books? Let the hon. gentleman be
fair.

Mr. Underwood: The railway officers
have them.

Mr. GEORGE: I asked the railway
officers, and this is the refusal I got. The

\Well, here is the
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rate haoks of the different States are not
to be obtained in this State; and if they
were, why should a member of the House
liave to go to all that trouble when we
have a department whieh has the infor-
mation at its fingers ends? If his is the
way in which things are being condueted
I think the people of the eunntry will he
able to judge, and that they will say that
a (Government which on a simple matter
like this pursues a policy of hush, sec-
recy, and hide, are not ftted for their
positions.

Mr. Bolton: A child eonld have got the
information,

Mr. GEQRGE: T see by His Exeel-
lency’s Swveech that the Irrigation Bill
is to be introduced again. I am glad that
is 50, and T am looking forward to seeing
a copy of the Bill, because I believe there
will Ire found included important altera-
tions as compared with the Bill of last
session,

Mr. Thomas: I do not think so.

Mr. GEORGE: I believe there will be
some alterations, I1f there be not, then
the Minister for Works has not learned
his lesson as well as he was supposed to
have learned it at the conference held at
Bunbury, and during his recent visit to
Harvey. The member for Canning (M.
Lewis) read an extraet from some New
Zealand book in which the question of
irrigation was discussed, Of course,
reading an exiraet like that at the pace
one has to go in this Chamber, hardly
gives members an opportunity to grasp
the whole of it, but as far as I gathered
there seemed to be very little in it but
what T and others would be prepared
to assent to. The hon. member read one
point about compensation in the case of
injury. Let him torn up the Irrigation
Bill we had last session and see what
provision was made for compensation in
case of injury. TLet us for a moment or
two consider this subject of irrigation.
How did the Harvey irrigation scheme
start? Not with the gentlemen who oe-
cupy the Treasury henches to-day. On
eoming into power they found the whole
scheme in the. pigeonholes of the pre-
vious Government.
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Mr. Turvey: Together with a lot of
other things.

My, GEORGE: I am sorry the hen.
member Js not in a pigeonhole too, be-
cause he would adorn it. At the request
of the Harvey people I brought this gues-
tion under the notice of the Moore Min-
istry and of the Wilson Ministry, and T
am satisfied that had the Wilson Minis-
try continued in power the scheme would
have been working two years ago. Al-
tliough the present Government, and the
Minister for Works in particular, have
certainly worked on it, they have been
on wrong lines, and have endeavoured te
sandwich into the scheme the theoretical
principles which belong peenliarly to the
party to which they are attached. The
people of Harvey did not desire any ehar-
ity. The first proposition was, that not
being able themselves to find the funds,
if the Government would find the money
the Harvey people would be prepared to
give security for the money so raised and
buy the scheme back so as to have it for
themselves. They are prepared to do the
same thing to-day, and would thank the
Government to complete the scheme and
let them take it over. We know perfeetly
well that the ideas both of the Minister
for Works aand of Mr. Oldham have
undergone considerable change since the
scheme was first proposed. Af first it
was to be an open chanuel, but now the
engineer and the Minister also are de-
bating whether those who advocated the
pipe scheme were not right after ail, and
whether the pipe secheme should not
he carried ont. However, [ am glad the
Bill is to come forward again, and if it
contains, as ] hope it will, pro-
visions that are fair all round,
then I trust Parliament will not separ-
ate before the Bill passes through all
stages in both Chambers. Down in that

South-Western distriet there are several .

matters which have been brought under
the notice of the Works depariment in
connection wilh bridges destroyed by fire
and which it is necessary should he re-
placed. For some reason or other it has
heen found impossible to do this, although
the ahsenece of the bridges has practically

[ASSEMBLY.]

marcooned a number of old settlers in that
district aud rendered them unable to get
to their properiies. Something has been
gaid in regmtl to State enterprises. I
think it was attempted by the Premier
to saddle upen my leader that he had
made some charge of incompetency
against Mr. Davies, the manager of the
State tinplement works. T know the
leader of the Opposition has given his
refutation of that, but 1 would like to:
add that I have ouly met Mr, Davies once,
when travelling in the train, and he im-
pressed me as a eapable, energetic man,
with a knowledge from A to Z of his own
profession. 1 should be very much
surprised if he did not turn out to he
a enmpleie soceess,

Mr. Munsie; You are not opposed to
that Siate enterprise then?

Mr. GEORGE: Do not put words in-
to my mouth; 1 am trying to do an act
of justice to Mr, Davies.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
man, too.

Mr. GEQORGE: Perhaps my word will
carry a little more weight than the hon.
gentleman'’s. 1 hope it will, It is very
difficult indeed to make any statement
in regard to these implement works which
is not eapable of being twisted into an
attack npon the management, I have no
desire in what I am about to say to attack
Mr. Davies in any way. Indeed it would
be unfair and unjust if I did. T know
what hampering conditions are imposed
upon anyoue trying (o manage a State
coneern under political supervision. I am
told that this department is not merely
manufacturing State implements. 1 am
told, T know not how true it may he, that
they are purchasing largely implements
not only from the United States but from
other countries and are re-painting these
implements and, of ecourse, putting the
State brand upon them. If that is so—

Mr. Bolton: Why do you say such &
silly thing?

Mr. GEORGE: If that is so, what
does it argue? It simply argues that the
Governmeni are turning a manufacturing
eoncern into a “merchandising” concern
for which, so far as I am aware, this
House has given no warrant whatever,

A very good



[16 Jyry, 1914.}

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
machines.

Mr. GEORGE: If there are G600 men
employed down tihere more power to
them, provided they give to the Slate as
good a day’s work as they wonld have to
give fo a privaie employer; that they are
working under the same conditions as
they would have to work for a private
employer; that they are getting properly
paid, and that their conveniences for work
are properly placed before them; then no
doubt they will go on as long as the policy
of State implement works continues, In
connection with this it would be interest-
ing—and with this T will deal with other
trading concerns—if we could have a pro-
per balance sheet laid before us. The Act
which was passed in connection with the
keeping of accounts relating to Govern-
ment concerns I believe provided for the
keeping of proper and complete accounts.
The Minister was to cause books to be
provided and kept, and true and regular
accounts to he kept of all moneys re-
ceived, and also there had to be shown all
the assets and liabililies, The Bill cer-
tainly appeared to members on this side
of the House to be intended to let the
paople of the State know what was heing
done in regard to the various trading con-
cerns. We have no balance sheet with
regard to the Slate steamers. We have
had to wait for this, We have a belated
balance sheet from the Premier covered
by a minute by the Anditor (General dated
the 30th June last,

Mr. Underwood :
correct,

Mr. GEORGE: The hon., member is
very incorrecl, ‘I'his statement by the
Anditor General ought never to have been
rendered necessary, and he ought not to
have had to make the statement he has
made. He says that “the form of sub-
mitting accounts has not heen commented
upon, as in the absence of any specific
direction in the Act, it is considered that
the matter is one for |he Minister to de-
cide; and that it is for him to interpret
the meaning of “full-balance sheet, wide
Seetion 19.”  Section 19 states that the
Minister shall in every year cause a true
balance-sheet of assets and liabilities of

They are making

You know that is not
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each trading coneern, together with the
profit and loss account entered and such
other statements as may be necessary, to
be compiled from the books and submitted
to the Auditor General for aundit. But
then, what is piaced before us§ We have
here a statement, certainly of liabilities
and assets. We have certainly what pur-
ports to be a profit and loss account, but
the statement that is lacking from this
account, the statement which would have
to be produced under the Companies Act
by any limited Company in this State, or
anywhere in Australia, is a true aceount
to show the expenditure in the business
which is being carried on. There is no-
thing in the balanee sheet to show hon.
members the faeis with regard to the
State steamers. We know not whether
one of them is making a profit, or whether
one of them is making a loss, There is
nothing to show whether there has been
a loss or a gain, or whether one steamer
is responsible for the great bulk of it
and others the small portion of it.
There 1is nothing of the kind ex-
cept what the Aunditor General says in
regard to ecertain expenses and in regard
to cevtain losses. If the Minister is to
be the judge of what are to be the trad-
ing accounts submitted to the House, I
suggest, with all dve deference, that the
sooner the Bill is repealed and matters
are left entirely in the hands of the Min-
ister without any eheck upon him, the
better it will be for the State. I am sorry
the Colonial Treasurer is not pressnt to-
night, becanse T know that he has been
making gigantie efforts to reduce the de-
fleit which was shown on the 30th June.
I wanted to receive from him some little
.meed of praise and appreciation owing
lo the faet that I am one who has, ecer-
tainly in a small way, enabled him to
reduce his deficit, but none the less with
solid sovereigns. There was a sale held
down at Fremantle some few weeks ago
of material, T believe, out of one of the
State steamers, the Western sustralia,
the fire eater, and to show to what straits
the Treasurer must have been forced in
his desire to reduce his deficit, there was
sold some ten or twelve tons weight of
fitiings whieh had heen very esxpensively
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construeted in the old eountry, to be used
for shifting bullocks from one part of
this eontinent of Australia to another
parl. Some of the filings were of a
-most elaborale forging and casling, and

wpon  which even the bloom of the
iron  still existed, and these filtings
were put up by auction. and sold

The fttings, which munst have cosi the
State close upon £250 or £300—I do not
think (hey c¢onld have been obtained for
very much less—were sold for the sake
of providing £5 or £6 to the Treasurer
to reduce his defieit. There were some
other things sold also, namely, a quan-
tity of new fire bavs, for the same vessel.
There was only a liltle vust on  them,
but they were sold for less than the price
of piz iron. Having some knowledge of
the iren industry, T know the value of
these bars, and T say that they were sold
for less than the cost of pig iron. One
would have thought that the Treasurer,
if he bad been of a business turn of
mind, would have endeavoured to see if
there were not some implement waorks
which conld have made use of this
material. But no, the deficit must be
brought down at anv cost. and this
material which cost ihe State hundreds
of pounds was sold for a few bawbees
to enable the Treasurer fo bring down
his half a million deficit to just under
that amount. There is another item 1
would like to speak about, T am sorrv
Mr. Melieod is not present. The other
evening when the hon. member was speak-
ing he made an error that any voung
member might have made, and T inter-
jected for the purpose of giving him an
opportunity of correeting what was an
obvious error. T regret that the matten
has been taken up in the newspapers.

Mr. Munsie: You have nothing to be
sorry for, it is a good advertisement.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They were short
of material to use against us.

Mr. GTRORGT: T do not require any
material of that sort. T ean find plenty
for myself. T only wished to explain to
Mr. MeLeod that T interjected in order
to give the hon. member an opportunity
of correcting what was an obvinns error.

[ASSEMBLY.]

While we were speaking about Stale
brick works some of the hon. members
waxed very merry at my espense. If was
sald that the State brickworks at the top
end of my eleclorate, the Roeland’s auarry
at the southern end, and the Harvey irri-
gation works in the middle would give
them some 300 to 500 voles, that that
would be the end of W. J. George and
{n the encumbrance which had been there
s0 many vears. T ounly mention it in this
way, beeause it 15 one of the greatest com-
plimen(s {halt has ever heen paid to me.
1 am not worrying.

Alr. O’Loghlen: Do you think they re-
eard this as of much imporiance?

Mr. GEORGE: I {ake it on ihe state-
inent of the hon, member for Bunbury
{Mr. Thomas) and of the Premier.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We have 15 members
to spare.

Mr, GEORGE: Yes, and the Govern-
meni ¢an spare {weniy without any loss.

My, O'Loghlen: That will be proved
during the next few months.

Mr, GEORGIE: 1 mention this, because
we have—

Mr. Thomas: Do you positively assert
this?

Mr. GEORGY : T think I should qualify
it, and say that it was stated in the Bun-
bury Herald that Mr, Thomas had made
the remark that when the State briek-
works were put up at Beennp, he was
looking forward to Mr. George having a
very happy time at the next election.

Afr, Thomas: Qh, that is a correct ver-
sion.

Mr. GEORGE: We heard at the last
eleetion, and have lheard sinee, a good
deal abont the gerrymandering of the hon.
leader of the Opposition and the Re-dis-
tribution of Seats.

Mr., Bollon: Tt was a champion.

Mr, GEORGE: I admit, with regard to
one of the plans that was projected, that
it logked 1more like a drunken spider
crawling over a sheet of paper than any-
thing else. If this husiness of placing
these people in my electorate is done for
the purpose of turning me out, what sort
of a name lave they got for it, 8ir? The
curious part of it is that T myself brounght
this locality nnder notice of the Govern-
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ment, and you will find it on the Publie
Works file that T suggested that Beenup
was a suitable place for the establishment
of State Brick Works.

The Alforney General:
is why it was adopted.

Mr. GEQORGE: T have no one else to
thank for it,

Mr, McDowall: What are yon growling
aboul ?

Mr. GEQORGE: 1 am not. We have
Lheard something with regard to State
eawmills, I think it is a matter for gen-
eral congratulation that at least some
finality has been arrived at. Tt is to be re-
gretted that the Slate does not supply the
whole of the sleepers on account of the
huge expenditure whieh has been inenr-
red. All I ean say in conneetion with it
at the present time, is that the Govern-
ment have the power, they have the mate-
rials there, have construeted the mills.
Let them buck in now and show what sort
of a sneeess they can make of the under-
taking to supply these sleepers, and if
lhey are suceessful I shall be one of the
first to congralulate them.

Member: You are still on {he rails,

Mr, GEQORGE: No, I am speaking for
Waestern Australia, irrespective of Par-
liament, Certainly the Government have
taken a strange action in c¢onnection with
the hewers’ licenses. I do think they have
been rather harsh in connection with that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Scandalous,

Mr, GIZORGT : The statement given as
emanating from the Premier, is that the
Government have decided from the 31st
July that no lieenses will be issued to
hewers to cat sleepers on Crown Lands
except for the Government, They are
probably within their rights in doing that,
seeing that they have gone in for trading
concerns, but there are something like two
or threc thousand hewers in the State,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Sivetch it a bit more.

Mr. GEORGE: What number do vou
say

Mr. O'Loghlen: Not over 2,000,

Mr, GEORGE: Very well, say 2,000.
T daresay that is correct. It is ineon-
ceivable to suppose that the Government
can have sufficient orders in hand to be
able to keep that number of men going.
These 2,000 hewers will turn out some

Of course, that
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16,000 or 18,000 sleepers per day, and i€
they are in good forest they will probably
be able to turn out 20,000 a day or some-
thing like 120,000 sleepers per week. The
Government have not gol their trading
organisation so well established as lo be
able (o dea} with the markets of the world,
and they are practieally going to say lo
these hewers that they will have to stop
work uuless they can find work to do en
private land. T can undersiand the Gov-
erhment saying this, if they feel ihat peo-

"ple who have private lands on which they

ean ¢ut sleepers are saving that timber,
and are in the meantime cutting all they
can from their C'rown leasehold lands,

Nr. Bolion: That is the position.

Mr. GEORGE : But to go and stop such
a preat body of men from working except
under special conditions requires very
careful consideration on the part of the
(Rovernment.

Mr. Thomas: They may liave some laml
in the Murray-Wellington electoraie that
they want to put them on.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know whether
they have or not—even if they have some
timber lying in the hon. gentleman’s head
—and it is big enough for it. In this

.matter the Government may be waiting to

see the result of the tender for 500,000
sleepers for the Federal Government, but
whether that be so or not, I do not think
it is right for any Government, when en-
tering inte trading concerns, to take an
undne advantage of those who are tax-
payers, There is another matter T want
to refer to, and it is the Arbitralion Act.
When the measure was before us I think
it was the general opinion of the House
—1i know it was the opinion of the At-
torney General—that awe wonld have an
arbitration measure passed which would
practieally cure all tronbles. There was
hardly a contingency likely to arise which
this Bill would not meet: The Attorney
General will remember T stated then that
I weleomed the idea that anything which
would bring the parties to grips at once
was far better than dragging on a matter
for an indefinite time, and we thoughi
that the Bill would carry this out. Ap-
parenily it has not done so. It has not
fulfilled what was our desire, and what
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this House fondly hoped would be the
case, but I think that it is almeost time
for the Government and for the Hounse
to consider whether the Arbitration Act
can be amended to meet the mdustrial con-
ditions of this State, or whether it had
better be abandoned. When we find there
are leaders of the men who have been re-
ported in the Press as having stated—
and supported, 1 think, by men of au-
thority who, in my opinion, onght to know
belter—that the right to strike should nat
be abandoned—if that idea is held, then
we may just as well do away with the
Act and let the matter go back to the old
state in which we found it, and which
would be deplorable and disastrous for
the country.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you not think that
if the Act stopped one strike it would
be a good thing?

Mr. GEORGE : Of conrse it would be a
good thing, but when arbitration was first
introduced into this Assembly years ago,
before the hon. member came into the
-House, it was fondly hoped by all that
it would be a means by which strikes and
industrial disputes would be setiled and
dealt with.
© Mr, O'Loghlen: It has proved so.

Mr. GEORGE: And the Attorney Gen-
eral said of the Act which is now in exist-
ence—and I think at the time he must have
taken a pride in it—that it would be the
best Aet in the world, but it has not suec-
cecded in carrying ont the objects which it
was hoped it would do.

The Attorney General: You know it was
not passed as it was introduced in this
Chamber.

Mr, GEORGE: I am not aware whether
the alterations whieh were made were con-
dueive to the troubles whieh have hap-
pened, but for all that the situation is
too serious to be tinkered with. The Gov-
ernment should. see their way to bring in
a Bill whieh will meet these different
questions, and do away with the siliy
squabbles such as we have bad lately in
the Police and Arbitration Courts, and
provide that wherever there may be indus-
trial dispntes the parlies may come to-
gether quickly, In this respect the Arbi-
tration Act bas failed sadly,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Attorney General: There is some-
thing in the administration, even by the
judge.

Mr, GEORGE: T know the hon, gentle-
man ecannot restrain the erratic views of
either judges or members of Parliament,
or even Ministers. At any rate there is
this to be said: So far as the gentleman
who has had to interpret the Aet (Mr, Jus-
tice Burnside), not onee or twice, but
dozens of times, is concerned, that gentle-
man has pointed out where the Arbitra-
tion Act is lacking in clearness and where
it is almost impossible of interpretation.

The Attorney General: And sometimes
stupidly he has done so.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
being a legal practitioner is better able to
judge than 1 am., All I am desirous of is
that we shall have an Aet which even per-
haps a stupid judge, if we had one, which
we have noi, could not make a mislake
over, an Aet which will ensure industrial
peace. There is another matter T want-
lo speak about to the Atiorney General,
and that is in regard to the Criminal
Code, I think that if the milleninm has
to eome along in the way in which the
Premier makes ouf, then the same number
of policemen will not be required, and
the same number of warders will not be
needed to guard the Fremantle gaol, which
will probably be turned into a dairy farm.
But however far the \ttorney General's
feelings of compassion and of merey go,
there is one class of erime that at any
rate I cannot forgive, even though I may
be stigmatised as a brate. The hon. gen-
tleman has, T understand, lately released
one of those inhuman monsters who dis-
figure the earth and would be a disgrace
to hell itself. This man, who despoiled
the body of a child and polluted her mind,
was sent to gaol, and after serving a very
short period of his sentence, was released
to pursue his evil practices. The Attorney
General knows as we ail know, that men
of that type are practically maniaes, and
although it may be desirable, from a mer-
ciful or ecompassionate point of view, to
take such a type away from gaol, the
least that could have heen done would have
been to confine him perhaps nnder happier



[16 Jury, 1914.]

surroundings, There 1s no criwe in the
whole of the Cade or in the Deealogue
which can be compared with the defile-
ment of a ehild in the way that this and
other men have done, and there is no
crime that at the hands of men calls for
stronger condemnation, or, if necessary,
taking the law into one's own hands, I
think if any hon, genileman found that
a child of his or of a friend of his,
had been tampered with or defiled by an
inhuman brute, he would have found it
ditficult to restrain himself from inflieting
corporeal punishment, or perhaps even
ennding at once the earcer of the individ-
nal, There are conntries in the world
where brntes of this description would he
settled with at onee. I have no desire to
harrow hon. member’s feelings, The At-
torney (Yeneral may have acted from what
he thinks is & conseientious point of view,
but what about eonsideration for the par-
ents  of the child? What about the
child herself? 1t is all very well
to have these compassionate feelings fur
the eriminal, and s¢ forth, but we Jook
to the Attorney (leneral and we look to
the eourts of law to protect the people
from such ecriminals; and to let out of
prison a man of this character, T think is
one of the biggest blots that T know of in
conneclion with the government of this
country. My feelings ore very strong
on this point, and if T went further I do
not know that 1 could restrain my lan-
gnage. T know of a ease which oceurred
only a few vears ago, a case of a young
virl who was a playmate of one of my own
children, who was assaulted and killed.
What about the parents of that child?
Let the Attorney General picture to him-
self what might bave happened if the
child had been his! What would I have
done? What would any man have doune
but take the action which his nature die-
tated. The Attorney General no doubt
will have an excnse to make. I pity him
for the position he is in, I am satisfied
that he knows he has made a mistake, and
if any more eases of this sort oceur in
the State the plea will have to be made on
behalf of those to whom the children be-
long, that they, at any rate, should receive
merey for carrving ount the duty that
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might be expected a parent would carry
out in defenee of his children.

The ATTORNEY QGENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): T do not know that T need
putrsue the Lhon, member in regard to any-
thing but two matters. One is his refer-
ence to the Arbitration Act, which will
not detain me long. I have so repeatedly,
to use a vulgarism, had it slung at me,
and at the Government, that I have
ultered the expression that the Arbitra-
lion Aet in this State is the best in the
world, that T am absolutely tired of hear-
ing it. T have not heard it alone from
the hon. member, but other members of
the community, and even a judge of the
Supreme Court, whose duty it should be
to respect legislation passed by this and
the other Chamber, should not take every
occasion open to him to belittle it and to
sneer at it. It is beecoming too eommon
in some quarters for those in that other
branch of the executive functions of Gov-
ernment, to sneer at wbat is done in this
high tribunal of Parliament. If T were
anxious to make an excuse for the im-
perfections ‘of that measure—and there
are imperfections and I have never denied
them and never sought to eonceal them—
if T were to make an exeuse at all, it
would be that this Chamber is not the
sole supreme arhitrator as to what shall
become law. There is another place that
denals with legislation, and very often
what is introduced in this Chamher in a
more or less perfected state, even before
it leaves this Chamber, it is mutilated in
some respeets by amendments or intended
amendments proposed or passed. And
when it goes to another Chamber, possibly
the very vilals of the measure are torn
from it, and we have to take the remnants
if we desire that it shall hecome law, and
pass it in that form. That is precisely
what happened in regard to the Arbitra-
tion Aet. I distinctly aver that had the
measure passed as it was introduced by
way of a Bill into this Chamber, the
trouble we have recently had in the bunild-
ing trade. if the law had been oheyed,
would have been impossible. Provision
was made, as the measure was introduged,
to meet the very case that has cropped
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up so recently, and if I may be permitted
to say it, if the Aet had passed, not as
it stands, and had been properly obeyed,
properly carried out, and properly inter-
preted, there would not have been that
trouble we have seen in the late strikes
and lockouts. I will say no more
about arbitration because there s
one matter sul judice and 1 do not
want to enter upon the merits of it. But
perhaps 1 will be pardoned for saying
that ihe views in law which I have taken
in the matter in the eonflicts with Mr.
Justice Burnside are not my own alone.
I have the authority and testimony which
if matters were not sub judice would set
that faet beyond doubt. I have the
opinions of King’s Counsellors in this
State, and whoever attempts to belittle
them from a view expressed in one of
our courts recently has to belittle some of
the highest and most eminent of our legal
fraternity. Now I come to the aceusa-
tion of having committed the worst form
of maladministration of my office which
has ever taken place in this State, T re-
gret that the hon. member did not give
me some intimation that he intended to
speak on this mafter inasmuch as there
is no reference in the Governor’s Speech
to anything covering it, and it seems to
be a spontaneous, I will not say gra-
tuitous attaek upon me, but an attack
which disarms me to this extent, that 1
have not the papers with me and there-
fore what I have to say is to be entirely
trusted to memory. lset hon. members
take their minds back to a few years age
when the measure was passed under
which the prisoner Benneit received his
sentence, 1 remember well the attitude
that was then taken hy the hon. member
for Murray-Wellington. He was as
passionafe and inflamed at that time as
he was to-night. I do not wish to deride
or sneer af these feelings exhibifed by
the hon. member; T respeet them. I would
regard it as moral obliquity of the most
lamentable character for any human be-
ing to be so devoid of moral instinets as
not to shudder at the perpetration of
villainous ecrimes on little children, I
have every respect for them, but I want
to point out that at the time this lemisla-
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tion was passed there was almost a panic

because there had been a general
delinquency in this respeet, These
offences at that {ime were becoming

unumerous, and it happened that Bennett
was the very first one who was brought
np for sentence under the new Act passed
in this hysterieal mood, and he received,
I will not say deservedly or undeservedly,
the full penalty with eomments from the
judieinl bench whieh exhibited the com-
mon state of hysteria, if I may use the
expression, that was (hen ohtaining in
the jpublic mind, and which naturally
brought about a state of excitement that

was the ounteome of the prevalence
of these offences. More than three
vears lave vpassed since that sen-

tence was imposed. The ealm in ihe
public is observable, and offences are not
so rampant now, though still toe common,
But I had to look at all the ¢ircumstances
when I came to view this man’s position.
I had not been in my chair for more than
six months hefore petitions came in pray-
ing for his release; I refused them. Other
petitions came later and T refused them,
and it was only the other day that I
acceded. But from the first and in each
instance T was not to rouse up my feel-
ings and leok at the individual's case
through the atmosphere of hysteria or
excitement. I had to look at it calmly,
and ask “What was the man”? Naturally,
looking at him, I was to loock af any
possible contributing eanses, and I found
that this man was habituated to drink,
that it was in his drunken degradation
and debauchery that this low state of
moral depravity was sounded,

Mr. George: It was early in the day,
ahout ten o’clock in the morning, was it
not?

The -ATTORNEY GENERAL: He was
drunk, or was suffering from the effects
of drink. TIf the hon. memher knows any-
thing of the effects of drink on a nervous
system he knows that there is no more hel-
lish condition than in the deliriuom which
oceurs after a long eourse in the indul-
gence in drink. But there was more. The
man had received an injury to his head
which had caused in him, in the apinion
of at least one doctor, a state of insanity.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Then he ought to
he put in the asylam.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Dr.
Ferguson Stewart stated that the man
was not sane; and very probably he was
not.

Mr, George:
the asylum?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, lock him up.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
was sent to gaol from the court. I found
him in gaol, and 1 could not take him
out unless I released him. If he was in-
sane when he commitied that offence, sup-
posing the offence was a product of in-
sanity, and the hon. member admitted in
his utierance that it was a maniaeal
crime, such crimes can only be committed
by absolute maniacs, for it is nothing
short of madness to pollute youth and
innocence.

Mr. George: That is rvight.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1If he
was mad when he did it, and was sent to
gaol in consequence of (hat madness, be-
eause the madness is not regarded as such
but as a ¢rime, and for three years he has
bheen in gaol and it is thonght that that
madness is not now on him, what then?

Mr, George: You take a chance with
other children.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Would
the hon. member kill the man?

Mr. George: By heaven I think T
would !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Would
the hon, member have him put to death?

Mr. George: If I canght him at it T
would, and yon would iou.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know what I wounld do if T canght a
man committing sueh an act. Lel the hon.
member not show any signs of insanity
now, At such a time it is possible that
none of us would reason calmly or take
sane measures. Calm deliberation would
be impossible under such circumstances.
Possibly we would commit deeds which
in after life we would regret. Three
years have passed and are we going
to for ever show vindictiveness? Is there
fo be everlasting flogging for this moral
deeradation ?

Then why not put him in

Mr. George: You hang a man if he
commits a murder, and this man murders
a child’s soul.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not
in every instanee do we hang a man who
commits a murdar. The hon. member says
this man has murdered a child’s soul.

Mr. George: Yes, and polluted her
body and ruined her mind.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not know that any mind is so ruined that
it cannot ultimately reach the highest
possible altitude of purity.,

Mr, George: You are more charitable
than I am.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T did
not do it on the ground of charity, or on
the wide ground of humanity only by
way of sentiment. In this malter T acted
deliberately. T had to ask the question
“Shall T do this man any good? Having
heen three yvears in gaol, shall T do him
one iota of good if T keep him there
longer 7

Mr, Mate: That is not the point.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ‘Shall
I make him a belter man, shall I exalt his
character, shall I recover him from that
mania—that mwadness—which the hon.
member adnmits he must have heen suffer-
ing from?¥’

My, George: Have you got him wnder
surveillance now?q

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: “Shall
T do him any good?’ How is the hon.
member to make himsell the supreme
Jjudge in things like this? The hon. mem-
ber has liad {rainings in his youth which
perhaps T eannot claim. Ts he yet opposed
to those views that we associate with the-
ology which I may have departed from?
But there are old readings and old teach-
ings that, however I may stand as to my
attitude with regard to the teachings of
the creeds, T still venerate, respecl and
cherish, aud one of those old sayings and
writings is “Charity never faileth.” I re-
member the ense that was illustrated in
one of those old hooks. It was of a
woman caught in the very aect of de-
generacy and adoltery. There was the
accusation of those about who had
the spirit so well exhibited by some
of our would-be claimants for law
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and order. “Stone her to death,” they
eried and He who has been the Teacher
for nineteen eenturies sinee then an-
swered—"“Let him who is without sin east
the first stone.” Deep in my breast as
in every breast that loves human progress
is this feeling. When upon the Opposi-
tion side or upon any other side of lhe
Hounse—and I exonerale the Opposition
from sharing all the feelings expressed by
the lhon. member—there are those with-
out sin, let ihem cast stones at a brute
fallen, degraded, debased and mad though
he is—ecast the siones at him. Wheo
ereated my friends the judge of that
mah's soul?

Mr. Eliiott: The women will
something to say to you later on.

Mr. George: What about the child?
That is {he thing. This theatrical busi-
ness is nothing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not apolegising for the wrong done to
the child. If the hon. member in a fit of
delirium, if the member for Murray-Wel-
lington as (he resnlt of disease which
gripped his brain, should he so irrespon-
sible that in the mad fury of his fever
he wronged a habe, a ehild, a girl

Mr. George: Then kill me straight out;
that is the hest thing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would
cure him if I eould. I know it takes
some liftle moral courage to speak in fav-
our of a fellow-creature in the presence
of those who would slone .

Mr. George: Whal about the child?

Hon. Frank Wilson: What abont the
risk ¢

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Have
I not done something to avoid risk?

Mr. George: Tell ns what you have
done.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
had these people who are ealling out now
for vengeance in this case, when it has
been some other individval, not perbaps
for the same offence but for some
crime. T have had them come into my
office to see me and plead for merey
for their friends. This man was friend-
less, a drunken man, a diseased man—I
say, o diseased man—and I am asked to
show the most eriminal resentment, to

have
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adopt the inbhuman, barbarous treatment
of a savage to one who, whatever he has
done wrong in his maduess, is still a ho-
man being.
A7, Elliott:
society.

You turned him loose on

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I did
not lurn him leose on society.

Mr. Elheil: You did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What

is society’s duty? It is lhat kind of
spirit, that kind of inhuman condemma-
tion of the weakness of others

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes; but your
duty is to proleel soeiety and children.

My, Elliott: You have let him loose.

The ATTORNEY GFENERAL: I am
proteeling society, and this is really the
only way. T say it is that kind of bar-
Larity, that kind of savagery——

ATember: You should obey the law.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
brings moral disease to our fellow erea-
tures, that unsecialises {hem, that makes
them brutes. That is what has caused so
much of the crime and the vice and the
disease that is in the world. I know that
it is n most difficult fask to defend any-
one who is gnilty of a sexnal irregnlarity.
It is the one subject in the world that
neither men nor women can speak ration-
ally on throughout,

Mr. George: Quite right,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
Ihe one subject that calmness cannot ap-
proach. We are everlastingly raising
emotion, the moment we touch sexual
matters, I have to dissociate myself from
that. I have to look upon the person I
deal with purely as if he were a corpse,
as far as I am concerned. I am to have
no feelings. Now, have I taken no care
for society in this respect?

Mr. Broun: IIow do yovu know but
what he will commit a similar offence?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
do T know the hon, member will not com-
mit the same offence before to-morrow?
I do not know it.

Mr. Broun: Certainly not,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You do know it;
you know he will not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I know
that if he keeps his moral senses he will
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not, but who can predict what mad fever
may cause——
Mr. George: Have you taken any pre-
<eantions? If you have, what are they?
The ATTORNLY GENERAL: Have
I taken any precautions?

Mr. Elliott: The women will talk to
you,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

women wilt speak 1o me? If the women
know:
Mr, Elliott: And the men too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
the wmen, of course. 'The women will talk
to me, I am told. If the women know
what I am endeavouring to do, if the
women knew that in the exereise of hu-
man love to my fellows—I adnit, in spite
of that forced exaggeration of the hon,
member, that 1 have some regard for my
fellow creatures, even for the hon. mem-
ber, who needs it. T have it for all my
fellow creatures; and T cave not how de-
graded the man is, I recognise he is in the
Tnage in whieh 1 am made—one of the
human family. Tf I am to be true to the
tenching that puts me on this side of the
House, instead of that side of the House,
I am bound to recognise the oneness of
homanity. Tt is that feeling—I know it is
sneered at——of love for one’s fellows that
has enabled me to be the friend of wo-
man, as of man, in the very aet T have
committed in this case.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But what about
being a friend to the child?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T wil
embrace that child tvo. Can I undo that
wrong ¥

Hon. I'rank Wilson: No, bui you can
stop it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
going to stop it; but the throwing of
stones does not stop it. If the throwing
of stones would undo that erime, T would
throw stones till my arms were exhausted,
but that is not the way in which these
things are stopped.

Mr, George: I am afraid most people
think so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You
have to go down deeper. You have to
breed a healthy humanity and eonserve
the conditions of healthy life.  Then
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there will be no erime of that kind.
Maintain the conditions that make a
soeiety produce moral fever and disease,
and you will have these erimes as thick
as ever they have been known to be.

Mr. George: Was not this man in a
tairly guod position? He had no distress
or poverty to canse him fo fall?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL. Was
nol that man’s brain injured, and was he
not. drinking9 Is that a healthy eon.
dition of society? Men have committed
crimes in drink, and in the delirinm after
drink, that they have not even remem-
bered the next day, even though the
crimes were of the most revolting and
disgusting character.

Mr. George: You have given this coun-
try the biggest shock it has ever had.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
it is time this country learned to act hu-
manely. | am asked what I have done.
For nearly three years I have been in-
vestigating this man’s ecase. I have been
making all the inquiries I possibly could,
and [ have been assisted in those in-
quiries by Major Head of the Salvafion
Army. Now, no one is going in my pre-
gence to sneer at Major Head.

Mr. George: Nor in mine either.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Major
Head, I know from my perscnal inter-
eourse with him, is doing more genuine
200d and exereising more of what I be-
lieve to be the trne spirit of Christian-
ity than any other leader of religion in
this State.

Mr. George: He is a good man, any-
how.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Heis a
good man, and he is a good man without
seeking the limelight .

Mr. George: That is right, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With-
out seeking any honour or applause or
glory of any kind. He gets no thanks,
buat kicks and jeers, for much of the good
that he does. That I know of my own
knowledge. Major Head interviewed me,
saw the man, inqguired into the man’s
bistory, and in every possible way made
himself eonvineed that this man was safe
to be trusted, that his lesson had been
learned, and that he would go out into
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the world fit to be trusted. I would be-
lieve Major Head before I would believe
many other men in this respeeci. But
even then it was not desirable that the
man should be let loose upon the world
without any cave, without any sponsor
to look after him or take him in eharge.
1t would perhaps be unwise—in my opin-
ion it would decidedly be unwise—to let
him loose amongst his old associations,
amongst his old companions, amongst
old sources of suggestion. Major Head
visited Melbourne and saw there the
leader of the Salvation Army, Colonel
Hoskyns. Colonel Hoskyns undertook,
if the man were released, to find him work
and keep him under sufficient supervision
and in charge. In order thaf the matter
might be se arranged, that there should
be no escape from that course, it was
decided that the man should leave the
gaol on the day thai the boat was sailing,
that Major Head shiould supervise his
stepping on board, and that Colonel Hos-
kyns should meet the man on the arrival
of the steamer in Melbourne,

Mr. George:
suppose?

The ATPORNEY GENERAL:
ally he was.

Mr. Eiliott: Do you eall that a friend-
Iy aelion fo Vietoria, to turn loose such
a eriminal on that State 7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
horrible hate of a human creture should
not exist. I am there to do justice, and
I do justice. Bulb justice is not vengeance.
justice is not savagery.

Hon. Frank Wilson: TWas not this
the man’s second offence?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. ~

Hon, Frank Wﬂson : Not his second
offence ?

The ATTORNEY GL\?ERAL No.

Hon. Frank Wilson. His only offence?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr, George: Was that the only of-
fenee he committed?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
speaking on fthe papers [ was dealing
with,

Mr. George: I think you will find he
had been at that game before.

The man was willing, T

Natur-
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it
weye so, then [ say distinetly that .the
lupatic asylum, and not the gaol, was
the place for the man, and that if the
wan continues fo be mad he will find his
way into the lunatie asylum unlfimately.
However, 1 lave hopes that moral
strength will come back to him, and tbat
e may yet be able to redeem the past.

My, George: T hope be will keep aut
of Western Australian, anyhow,

Mr. Elliott:
Vietoria.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ab,
these dogs! How they howl and bavk !
How they sniff for blood ! Are we hu-
man beings at all?  Let us be manlyr
There are times and hours in every man’s
life when he does that for which he has
to feel shame and regret, and if all the
world poured out its venom upon him for
one eommitting of seeret or diseovered
offence at the moment of the commission
lhow many would survive to look the
world in the face?

Hon. Frank Wilson:
point at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is the point, T ask the leader of the Op-
position does he believe in ereating and
l)lll'blllllu' veny *ERIee fOI' £V el‘?

ITon, Frank Wilson: No; but I be-
lieve in keeping a man of that sort in
restraint, so that he will not injure others.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
does the hon. member know that the man
is not safe to be trusted amongst others?
Are there not men who have committed

You turned him loose on

That is not the

offences and afterwards became - good
citizens ?
Hon. Frank Wilson: For a revolting

offence of that sort T would keep hlm in
aaol.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is it to
be thought that becanse a man does a'
revolting aetion he is to be given no’
chance in life ever after? Is that the
argument of hon, memhers?

Mr. Elliott: Our argument is that: yon
should carry out the sentence of the ldw.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
enrry out the sentence of the law, = The'
sentence of the law is earried out, hed
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‘catse the man is lawfully released. He
48 lawfully released.

Mr, George: 1 am sorry it was in your
power (0 release him, anyhow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
thank goodness for this, I am proud of
this, that the worst, the most virulent
Accusation which has been bronght against
me in this House relates to an aet of
human charity.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Charity!

Mr. George: You are mistaken.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
oreatest charge my enemtes have levelled
agzainst me from that side of the House
so far is the eoxercizse of a more en-
Iightened humanity. T will stand by it.
None of these intimidations shall make
me stop. Unless T am removed from
office 1 shall continue to aet as 1 have
done, where I think Lhe facls warrant it
and 1 am safe to the extent that I am
sure, on investigation, the public are
adequately protected, T shall eontinue in
this course.  And if the Labour Gov-
ernment stand by me, and my eclleagues
supporl e in this, and we go on
through this and the next term,
when we are all passed away and dust
history will write this fact, that with the
arowth of the Labour party simultaneous
was the growth of the spirit of human-
ity towards the unfortunate of whatso-
ever class.

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to ask the
Minister a question, which I intended to
ask Inm previously., I understand he was
using a quotation when he made the re-
ference he did to dogs barking,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Qnite
80, I was.

dir. SPEAKER: T hepe the hon, mem-
ber did not apply it to the member for
Geraldton.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
course not; T was merely vsing the quota-
tiot.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But you did apply
it i1 a ;ersonal sense.

Mr. SPEAKER: T hope you did not
apply it to the leader of the Opposition.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,
¢ertainly not, not in a personal sense.

‘Chamber.
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Hon, Frank Wilson: I think you ought
to withdraw.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon, member takes it as being personal,
I most willingly withdraw.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr.dfcDowall)
took the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): T feel that
one needs some measnre of moral ¢our-
age to continue the debate after listening
to the Atflorney Genecral. Tt is not very
often that the member for Murray-Wel-
lingen (Mr, George) gives rise to any-
thing of very great interest in the House,
but [ musl say that on ibis ocecasion his
reference to a certain event has enabled
us to enjoy the outhurst of eloquence
wlich we have listened to from the Al-
torney General. There is not the slightest
doubt thal, on grounds of the highest
humanitarianism, that hon. gentleman has
justified the atlitude which le has as-
sumed. T have been contemplating for
the last two or three days the wisdom, or
otherwise, the advanlages or disadvan-
tages, thal altach to the Address-in-Reply
in general. No matler what conclusion I
evenlually came to 1 have found the
temptation to enjoy the freedom of
speech that applies to this partieular in-
stitution more than I could resist; be-
eause it 15 just possible that this may be
the last oceasion, for at least some of us,
whiclh we may have for indulging the
full and free discussion whieh this insti-
tution provides on the floor of the
Some members may be un-
generous enough to say that coming
events cast their shadows before, TPossi-
bly that may be so in my own case, but
fortunalely T do not think so; because,
no matter how convinced we may be that
at least some members of the Chamber
will be taken and others left, we each in-
dividually hug to our own sonls the fond,
if in some eases delusive, conviction that
we at least, when the elections are over,
will not he numbered among the political
dead; that is, that we will not be ecast
permanently on the scrap heap of politi-
eal oblivion. T desire to sincerely con-
gratulate the Premier upon the very
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excellenl. address he delivered in the
Chamber last week, I bhave had ibe

pleasure many times of hearing thal hon.
geutleioan rise to the oceasion, but I
do not think he lLas ever previously done
so much eredit to himself and to the
party to which he belongs as he did in
his last reply to the leader of the Oppo-
sition. When the I'remier was dealing
with the charges made by his great oppo-
neul, one hy one he effectively and clearly
laid them at rest; and when he dealt
with the aspirations of the Labour move-
ment, and pointed to some of the heights
o which this democratic mareh can veach,
I felt a new inspiration and a new zest
for the fight. 1 never realised hefure ihat
the Premier possessed so muneh imagina-
tion, and, as he painted the picture with
the roseate hues of his fancy, 1 could see
the vision beautiful. There is not the
slightest doubt he did absolnte eredit to
all concerned on that oceasion. Tt seems
to me that in politics nowadays, or dur-
ing my brief experience, there is a lack
of appreciation, a lack of that generous
response, or appreciation of abilitv dis-
played by an opponent; for it seems to
me the Premier on that oceasion made a
speech whieh should have at least received
some e¢ommendation from those opposed
to him in politics; and yet we heard the
member for Murray-Wellington (Mr,
George) to-night say that, summed up,
there was nothing in the speech. Tt ill-
becomes the verbose member for Murray-
Wellington to lay sueh a charge as that
at the door of the Premier. When sitting
here the other evening T heard the mem-
ber for Northam (Flon. J, Mitchell) com-
plaining that he had nat always received
the eourteous treatment in this Chamber
which he considered he was entitled to:
and after a few interjections T heard that
hon. genileman make this statement: “The
Premier has not a spark of honesty in
his composition, and does not know
what honesly means.” T took down the
words at the time. Tt is regrettahle that
a member ocoupying the responsible posi-
tion which the member for Northam does
should take advantage of his seat in this
House to make such an nnjust and un.
generous statement as that.  Surely the
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bitterness of disappointed ambition could
find some other salve for its political
wounds Lhan’to break out into such an
exhibition of bitler and spiteful jealousy.
1 also heard the same gentleman shortly
aflerwnrds make a statement something
to this effeet: that the members on the
(Government side of the House voted for
ihe Tramway Purchase Bill because they
wanled Lo ride free on the trams. We
have often noticed Lhat the newspapers in
speaking of members of Parliament heap
vidicule upon them. 1t seems to be a
commen opinion ontside (hat all, or nearly
ail members of Parliament are dishonest,
and mosily of a very degraded type. I
am nol the leasl bit surprised that the
cutside public should entertain such
views of members of Parliament when we
find an hon. member, who has been a
Minister of he Crown and 2 member for
many vears, imputing such low and dis-
gracefu] malives to members of this
Chamber. [t is degrading the fair fame
of polities in this couniry, and we get
down to a level which is a disgrace to
Parliamentary institutions. Tf I thought
one {raclion of thal stalement was true
1 would ieave PParliament lo-morrow and
he ashamed 1o be associnted with iis
memhbers. But, even in those moments
when I have been incensed against my
polilieal opponents, I have never onece
assailed their personal honour and in-
tegrity. 1 bave questioned the wisdom
of their political cpinions and the justice
of the cause they fight for; buot eannot
we stand on the floor of the House and
differ from one another withoul conceiv-
isg the idea that we are all actuated by
Ihe lowest and basest of motives¥ That
hon. gentleman, to make one further ref-
erence lo him, in quite a pathetic way
said that when; he asks questions of the
I’remier, which he (the member for Nor-
tham)} 1hinks ought lo be answered, the
members on this side of the House laughk
at hin. He wants to know why it is so.
1 would sugeest to some of lis kind
friends on the Opposition that they
ghould take him aside and explain the
reason for it. Surely the reason why we
laugh al him must dawn upon even that
lion. gentleman. If he does not contri-
bute much te our knowledge of political



[16 JuLvy, 1914.]

economy, or the wealth of knowledge in
this country, he has, at any rate, contri-
buted to the gaiety, if not of the nation,
at least of this Parliament. I wish to
pass on to another matter which has ex-
ercised the attention of the State for
some time past, namely the sleeper con-
tract, which some papers have aptly
lubelled “the betrayal.” 1 do not think
that in the history of Western Australia
there have been many such shameless ex-
hibitions of disloyalty to the best interests
of the State as were exhibited by certain
members of the Federal Parliament in
conneetion with that matter. It seems tfo
me strange that from the commencement
of the frouhle there c¢ould nof be found
in the Federal Parliament some members
hesides the Western Australian members
who could refer to the faults and failings
of the karri timber. Tnstead of this it
was our own representatives, in the per-
sons of Messrs. (Gregory, Fowler, and
other Liberal members. Surely if there
were any faalt in the timber, if it were
not all we claimed it to be, would it
not be the provinee of a member re-
presenting some other State fo point to
its faults, and try to damn it, rather than
the men whom. we sent to the Federal
Parliament to foster Western Australian
industries? Talk about fouling one’s own
nest, talk about ingratitude, the Parlia-
mentary history of this eountry knows
rothing equal to ihe betrayal of Western
Australian interests whiech was perpe-
trated by Mr. Gregoryv. 1 do not know
what inspired him; T do not know what
the power was that pushed him on when
he forgot Western Australia and forgot
his duty to the people, forgot what is
just to ns, and, to put the mildest in-
terpretation upon it, sold Western Aus-
tralia for a petty party political ad-
vantage.

Mr, Flliott: T suppose this is election-
eering,

Mr. THOMAS: Never mind whether
it is electioneering or not.

Mr. Boiton: Tt is absolufely frue.

Mr. THOMAS: Absolutely. As time
goes on and that gentleman wins from
this eountry his political reward

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Country
party has turned him down,

431

Mr. THOMAS: He will assuredly be
turned down and out, and that will be his
reward for (he great injustice he has
done to this country.

Mr. Elliott: You might leave him
alone.

Mr. THOMAS: I will not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMAS: He can defend him-
self. 1 only wish he was here on the
fioor of {the House this evening.

Ar. Elliott: He would give you all
you want,

Mr. THOMAS: 1 feel sure that if
Mr, Gregory conld not do it, doubtless
nty eloquent friend, the member for Ger-
dldton, would succeed in his place.

Mr. Male: He will give you all you
want.

#fr, THOMAS: The wish is father to
ihe thought. 1 am not in any way tak.
ing advantage of any sheller afforded by
thiz Tiouse in expressing this opinion. I
hope to have the privilege of taking
zome Ditle part in the campaign that is
coming along. *

Mr. BElliott: Then keep it until then.

Mr. THOMAS: T shall plense myself.

Mr. Male: We are on the Address-in-
reply.

Mr. THOMAS: I understand that the
Address-in-reply embraces most things of
interest to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and at the outset I am pleased to
notice, in connection with the eriticism
which has been hurled at this side of the
House by our opponents on the Oppaosi-
tion bereches, that there is at last some
acknowledgment that we bhave under-
taken some socialistic ventures that pos-
sibly may be of benefit to Western Aus-
tralia. Amongst these items we have the
implement works. I believe the hon. mem-
ber for Northam (Hon, J. Mitchell) has
expressed his approval of it and I think
other members have done so also. We
have heard in connection with the debate
that is taking place in  Queen’s Hall
amongst the members of the Farmers and
Settlers’ Association that they want the
duty taken off agricultural machinery in
order that it may lighten the burden for
tbe farmers. We find in ¢ nnection with
this that the Western Australian Govern-
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ment have invested their money and are
endeavouring to produce agricultural
machinery al a very -material reduction
on what has been paid for it hitherto,

Mr. Male: Sunken money, not invested.

Mr. THOMAS: I do not believe the
hon, member honestly thinks anything of
the sort. 1 do him that much eredit. I
heard the present manager of the State
implement works say that when he was
in South Australia manufacturing mach-
jnery he used to manufacture there
stump-jump ploughs for £13 or £15 I
am not sure which, sell it to the distribu-
ters at this price, and then they would
place it on the South Ausiralian market
at £33. Now, if he conid manufacture
machinery for himself in South Austra-
lia he would probably, under favourahle
conditions, be able to do as well here in
Western Australia as he did there. T see
that the plough is to be sold here at £20
instead of £33.

Mr, Male: It sounds very nice, bub it
will not work out.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It has been done.

My. Male: We shall be done.

M. Eilliott: Have you got a priece list?
We cannot get one,

Myr. THOMAS: I would advise the
hon. member to take a little rest. I do
not think that in the investment of our
money, when money has been scarce in
Western Australia, in making a genuine
effert—becanse I do not think our most
vindictive opponents could say we are
oot making a genuine effort—to reduce
ihe burden upon the farmer, that we
shonld get some mark of appreeciation for
what we ave doing. 1 am in sympathy
with the primary producers and with the
idea of doing everything legilimate to
help them ont, I consider that in intro-
dueing the State implement works we ave
taking at least one burden off the far-
mer’s back, Now, vou hear of these peo-
ple sympathising with the farmer—the
machinery agent, the land agent, and the
varions producers’ agents in Perth and all
the people who handle the farmers’ stock,
whether wool or wheat. We find these
people pandering to the farmer’s pre-
judice to try and make him believe that
they are his friends, whilst as a matter of
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fact they each represent a portion of the
weight which the primary produecer has to
carry on his way to success. If the
Labour party could intervene io prevent
the middle man frem robbing the pri-
mary producer of what he has legitima-
tely earued we will have placed him a
long way forward on ihe path of pro-
gress. 1 trust that the time will not be
far distant when fertilisers will be pur-
chased or manufactured by the Govern-
ment, and that they will be produced at
the minimum cost and sold Lo the prim-
ary prodncer at the same rate in order to
help him through. ‘

Mr. I3, B. Johnston: The difficuity is
{0 get the phosphatic voek.

Mr. THOMAS: I am not sure if there
are mavy difficalties in that way.

Mr. Male: You have the taxpayers’
money behind you,

Mr., THOMAS: You cannot do every-
thing at onee. If we raise the money for
the legitimate purpose of honesily en-
denvouring to benefit the Stafe, I do not
think anyone ean question our motives.

Air. Bolton: We have the taxpayers’
vote hehind us also,

Mr. THOMAS: Yes: I think with the
record which the Scaddan Government
have, when they go to the people once
more they will be returned stronger than
ever. If, therefore, no greater accusa-
tions can be hurled against this Govern-
ment than the weak indictment which has
been made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion and his faithful henehan, the hen.
member for Northam, then T am of opin-
ion that the Labour Government will, like
Tennyson’s brook, “ge on for ever” I
have heard a good deal to-night about the
diseourteous treatment meted out by the
Government in regard to supplying infor-
mation to members who required it. It
seems to e that the member for Mnrray-
Wellington (Mr. George)in expecting that
he was going fo get almost immediately a
pavticular return covering the opera-
tions of all the other States, was expeel-
ing rather too much. T am mindful of what
happened some years ago when I was op-
posing the leader of the Opposition who
was then Treasurer, for the eonstituency
of Sussex. For over a fortnight before
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the election thé lands office was 'closed
against members altogether. They were
told if they wanted information they
must apply to the Minister himself. I
‘weli remember the ]ate Premier, Sir New-
tonr Moore. standing up on the platform
speaking against my election, producing
a great map. He had a railwvay marked
ont ou it, and he =aid, “You have lLeen
tald that Sir Walier James and others
have got Moeks of land adjoining this
ratlway, It is nothing of the kind. This
block of Jand belongs to Tommy Walker,
and these Labour fellows are telling you
that it iz the capitalists of Perth who are
securing the land.” T was, I maust eon-
fess, a litile hit surpnsed The lands
office had been closed for two or three
weeks, and [ could not get any informa-

tion. I diseovered after the election, how-
ever, that My, Walker had no such block
at all,

My, Belton: They ysually do that sort
of thing.

Mr, THOMAS: It served its purpose,
however, and vet hon., members have the
andacity to come here and complain that
they have been denied cerfain informa-
lion which they have asked for,

Ar. Bolton:®™Who was the Minister for
Lands who supplied the map, the mem-
her for Northam? =

Mr. THIOMAS: Very likelv, I desire
very sincerely to thank the Ministry for
earrying ont the promise that they made
to my constituency. . For something like
20 vears the eonshtuencv that I represent
has been held up in its " conrse of pro-
gress by the want of harhour faml.lhes'
Succeeding Liberal Admlmstrattons in
following out their usual methods of
gulling the public and leading peo-
ple on with proimises, told the people of
Bunbury from time to time that they
were going to do the right thing by them
and that they were going to give them
a harbour which was to cost a fabuolous
sum, This promise apparently existed
only in their riotious imagination, be-
caunse after 20 years nothmg has been
done.

Mr. Male: What, nothing?

Mr. THOMAS: T say they have never
carried out their promises. They have
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never put forward any eomprehensive
scheme to provide for the wants of that
port, or at all events no comprehensive
scheme has been undertaken in the last
20 years, But the Labour Government
promised nearly three years ago that they
would go into this matter thoronghly and
that the hest scheme-that eould be pro-
duced and which would give the reqnired
factlities would be carried into effect.
Now, before the expiration of the life of
this Parlioment I am pleased and de-
lighted to say that the Minister for Works
has been down to Bunbury and exhibited
plans for a harbour {here which have met
with  the unanimons approval of the
people of Bunbury. I do not know of
one single dissenting voice. The member
for Murray-Wellington said he had been
asked to bring the matter ap in the House,
that the people wanted to see the
plans, and that there was dissatisfaction
in Bunbury. FHe stated afterwards, how-
ever, that he had been asked to do this
by men who lived in the Murray-
Wellington. electorate.

Mz, Bolton: He wanted brlck lqlns I
suppose.

Mr. THOMAS: Something of thal sort.
I am satisfied that the carryving out of
this promise will bring untold prosperity
to the eapifal of the SBouth-West of West-
rn . Australia. Buobury is the natural
centre of the garden of this country.

Mr. Male: How long will it take to do
the work?

. THOMAS: That is a matter for
the engineers. 1 am eonvinced that with
the vast area of land down there and ‘with
its magnificent rainfall, and its spléndid
soil, there is a future before it that will
not be equalled by any other part of
Australia. We have an area in which
there is an absolutely certain rainfall)
that is larger than the whole of Victoria:
Had that chmmeally and almost erifhin-
ally aptimistic gentleman, the member for
Northam. exercised his full anthority it
the way that he should have done, and
instead of pushing out into the dry areas
encouraged settlement down there in the
South-West where there are such pgreat
possibilities of eloser settlement and in-
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tense eulture, and had developed the
dairying industry, instead of having this
specire of drought
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Where is that?
Mr. THOMAS: And fear of want and
famine hanging over us, we should have
had a happy and prosperous population
that would have resulted in very great
good to the Stale and at one fraction of
the cost of what it will amount to to-day.
Mr. Male: Ridiculous!

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member says
ridiculous. His limited outlock on such a
question is ridientous. The hon. member
never journeys down there, he knows
nothing of the wants of the South-West.
He may have some coneeption of the
needs of the pearling industry of the
North, but he knows nothing of the
grealer benefits that eould be offered in
the better part of the State. Conse-
guently it is ridiculous for the hon. mem-
ber to express an opinion upon it. T
hope to see a definite poliey developed
by this Government.

Mr. Male: There
left, -

Mr. Bolton: Another three years.

Mr. THOMAS: We have a long way
to go yet. I hope to see some definite
policy developed Lo provide ready-made
farms on the lines of those established by
the Midland Railway Gumpany. My idea
is that small areas should be fenced, a
portion of these sreas eleared, and houses
built, and, if necessary, dairy ecows pro-
vided. The whole thing shounld be capital-
ised, and we should give the selectors,
particularly those coming from the Old
Country, a chance to settle at once, with
an opportunity of obtaining a_good living
for themselves, By such meaps I think
we would get a closer settled popnlation
i.1 the southern portion of the State. We
would not require the vast strefches of
railways .needed to-day, and I might say
that we are reaching that point in rail-
way construction at which we must eall
a halt.

Mr. Bolton: For wheat alone, yes.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Tommy rot.

Mr. THOMAS: My somewhat learned
friend, the member for Williams-

is not much time
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Narrogin (Mr, Johnston) interjects it is
tommy rot. Tf he would only take our
figures and see the mileage per head of
pepulation, and ecompare them with simi-
lar figures in the Eastern States, he would
realise that, notwithstanding how anxious
we might be—and I claim we are all
anxipus—to provide railway facilities
wherever they are needed, there is a limit
to the taxation which the people ecan
bear. We have one mile of railway for
every 105 of the population, and I claim
that we cannot go mueh further without
reaching breaking point.

dr. E. B. Johnston: They are paying
for themselves over and over again.

Mr. THOMAS: How can it be possi-
ble?

My, 1. B, Johnston: They are doing so
to-day.

Mr. THOMAS: If we continue at the
present rate much further, we will be
compelled to call @ halt.

Mr, E. B. Jobnston: It will be a bad
thing for the eountry when that time ar-
rives.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 wish to express my
regret that my newly made friend, the
member for Geraldton (Jfr. Ellivtt) is
not in the happy position that T am in
to be able to say that the harbour at
(Geraldfon is going {o be constructed al-
most immediately.

Mr. Madle: They put the wrong man
111,

Mr. THOWAS: I do not think for
one moment that has anything to do with
it. I hold a hizher opinion of ihe in-
tegrity of the 3Mlinister than to think
for one moment that such a consideration
would influence him in doing what he
considers right, and neither would the
Minister eonsider whether Mr. Heitmann
or my friend the present member was
returned. T believe the distriet justifies
the construetion of the harbour.

Mr. Lander: It is cerfain; there is no
belief ahout it.

Mr. THOMAS: T accept the dictum of
my emphatic friend. Bui the only peint
is this: that Rome was not built in a day,
and Western Australia cannot get all its
needs in five minutes. I am convinced
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that if my friend, the present member for
Geraldton, is again returned to this Cham-
ber—which, with all due deference 1 hope
will not be the c¢ase—I have not ihe
slightest doubt that in the near future he
will sce that much-desired work carried
into effect. T am going to have the plea-
sure of Dbeing present on the 24ih of
this wonth to see the first sod turved of
the Wagin-westward railway, whieir is Lo
ecnnect Wagin wiln its natural purt of
Bunbury, a line which will touch ove of
the biggest wheai aril wool areas in Wesl-
ern Austradia.  That railway has b-en
promised by sueceseive Liberal Admnis-
trations, and it s delightful to find to-
day, so far as my consiituency is econ-
cerned, and other constituencies as well,
that the promise made on the hustings
by the members of this party is to be
carried out to the letter. Indeed, there
is not one promise made by the present
Government in regard to my constituency
that has not been ecarried into effect. T
faney if Sir John Forrest were present,
T would hear the old gentleman say
“Where are the croakers?” He wonid
find a few of them in Opposition,

Mr. Bolton: There are not many there
at he present time; I can only see one.

Mr. THOMAS: The only consolation
I can get from the absence of hoh. mem-
bers opposite is that I can faney I am
reviewing them in spirit.

The Attorney General: Tt makes vou
think the next eleclions are over.

Mr. THOMAS: The elections have no-

thing but charming and delightful
anticipations so far as I am con-
cerned. I am looking forward to

them with the keenest zest and pleasure,
Not only do I hope to accomplish a {ri-
umph in my own centre, but I hope to
carry the war into the enemy’s camp, and
see whether T can fire them ount also. Tt
seems strange that members of the Op-
position should still retain a doleful, mis-
erable, and mournful air ahoul every-
thing; that everything is wrong, that the
world is dark and dreary, and that there
is mo sunshine and no brightness, and no
prospects, and that the Labour party are
leading the ship of State on to destrue-
tion. What is the position? We have an
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inerease in our production of wheat and
in ‘our production of timber; we also have
an inerease, and an enormous increase, in
the production of potatoes, and so it goes
on right through everything, indicating
the prosperity of Western Australia.

"My, Miale: Even our deficit; do not leave
that out.

Mr. THOMAS: T wounld not like to rob
the hon. member of his one little ewe
lamb; it is necessary that the hon. member
should have something fo complain abount.
Jf we robhed the members of the Oppo-
sition of the deficit and the State steam-
ers, lliere would be an utler cotlapse; there
would he nothing left for them to talk
about. I really think that the Premier
likes to give them the opportunity of go-
ing on a liltle longer with these tara-
diddles which they are so fond of putting
before the people. I am glad to know
that the Government propose to introduce
a measure for Constitutional reform, and
I hope the question will be faced fear-
lessly, I am satisfied that the mind of
the people of Western Australia is ripe
for that reform; I helieve that G0 or 70
per cent. of the people desire that we
should govern by the popular vote, and T
am safisfied that jf meéans can be devised
by which a popalar referendum can be
taken on the question of Constitutional
reform, the matter will be settled for ever,
and I am sure that a better Government,
a freer people and a better democraey
will be (he outcome. Personally T take
the view that the Counecil should be
fought to the end and the time is now
ripe for it; we should no longer continue
in the humiliating position we are now
in. We also have the Initiative and Re-
ferendum, and among the many proposals
{o come before us now or in the future,
this probably comes neaver to my heart
than any other plank in the Labour
party’s platform. I am satisfed that
mueh of the fierce spirit of party strife,
much of the bitterness that exists be-
tween opponents in polities to-day, when
we give the people the Initiative and Re-
ferendum, with its educative value, it will
giadually lessen that feeling which exists.
What does it amount to? If any Ministry
are introducing a measare and it is freely
discussed in the Press, such as that fam-
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ous Redistribution of Seats Bill, the peo-
ple will have the power to say, “You will
go no further; we question the honesty
of your intentions; we question the value
of the measnre you seek to place upon the
stalute book; your power in Parliament
may be great, but there is a greater power
than that of Parliament and it is the sov-
ereign will of the people.” They wiil have
the power to say, “Halt, go no further;
place that Bill before us.” And when it
has been fully and carefully discussed the
people of this country will say whether
they desire that measure or nol. We in
Parliament may know a lot, and some
of us may consider we are bright sort of
fellows, but there is surely an amount of
intelligenee amongst the rest of the peo-
ple that at a great erisis in the affairs
of ihe couniry, they above all others can
be entrusted to pronounce a final verdict
upon any great question thaf may eome
forward. I do not propose to detain the
House any further, There are many
things that one could speak upon, and by
the way, I would like to deny the state-
ment made by the member for York (Mr.
Monger) who after being kind enough
to throw a verbal bouaguet at me, accused
me—and T believe be was under the im-
pression that he was {elling ihe truth—of
having declared that the brick works at
Beenup had been established in order to
assist in bringing about the defeat of the
member for Muorray-Wellington (Mr,
George),

Mr, Muonger: That is what you wWere
reported to have said.

Mr. TIIOMAS: T am pleased to be able
to give an emphatie demal to the state-
ment, In the course of some jocular re-
marks_I said ihat the brick works wounld
be of some assistanee to the member for
Murary-Wellington, but I never for one
moment Lheught, nor did T suggest they
were put there for the specific purpose of
helping to defeat the hon. member. I
do-not believe that more than 20 men will
be employed there. Again, the other day
T made some remarks in eonnection with
the construction of the harbour at Bun-
bury. I stated that about 100 men would
be employed at Roelands quarry, and as
I could not have them in my electorate, T
was pleased fo see them in the electorate
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of the member for Murray-Wellington. I
hope it will not be inferred from that
slatement that we were building the Bun-
bury .harbour so as to employ 100 men
who might lelp us at election time,

My, Munsie: You were generous to the
wember for Murray-Wellington, I reck-
on,

Mz, THOMAS: T am satisfied {hat when
the speech of he leader of the Govern-
ment goes forth to the country, and when
lhe work that the Labour Govermment
have done hecomes known in the highways
and byways of Western Australia, they
will sit npon a pinnacle of publie appreei-
ation thai has never been achieved by
any Government in Western Australia
betore. I hope the Government may live
long and continue to do the splendid work
they have done in the past, and that at
least another ten or fifteen years may
elapse before the Opposition are invited
to cross the floor of the House.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON moved—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived,

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin): I think it is a great pity that
the Government would not agree to ad-
journ the debate at this hour, instead of
having an all-night sitting whieh I un-
derstand is now contemplated. I will
detatn hon, members for a considerable
time. As far as country members are
concerned, it would be of great conveni-
ence if the House could meet a little eax-
lier than at present, in order to avoid the
necessily for conducting our business in
the middle of the night., The Federal
Parliament is able to have day sitlings,
and such a conservative Parliamenl as
that of Vietoria is able to meet at 10
or 10.30 a.m. on one day in the week.
T hope that 1E this session is fo last very
long, ihe Government will exhibit the
same zeal for day sittings which they did
when they were on the Opposition side
of the House.

Mz, Bolton interjected.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: I feel that this
request will commend itself to the leader
of the Government. I desire to eongratu-
late the Government upon the Speech
placed hefore the country. It is an exeel-
lent record of the work of the Govern—
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ment, and I would like a copy of it to be
placed in the hands of every eleclor. It
is a record of honest work, faithfully car-
ried out by the Labour Government in the
Interesis of the people of the State. One
of the ilems which I was partienlarly
pleased to observe was that referring to
the agreement wilh the Commonwealth
Bank under which all the State Govern-
ment’s business will in future be carried
out by that institution instead of by pri-
vate banks, This is as it showld he. We
have been told by the Premier that dur-
ing the last six years one of the private
banking institutions in St. George's-terrace
has made no less than £186,000 profit out
of the people’s money deposited in that
bank. Ti is pleasing to know that this
sort of lhing will not occur again. The
Labour Ciovernment have made better
banking arrangements with the Common-
wealth Bank, and if any such profits are
made out of the State Government's
bosiness in future, these profits will go
to the whole of the people of the State
instead of to a few shareholders of one
favoured institution. Another splendid
result of the Government's action will be
the extension of the operations of the
Commonwealth Bank throughout the
State. Tf the Commonwealth Bank is go-
ing to do justice to the State’s Banking
business, it will be necessary to estab-
lish branches in all the more important
centres. Already the Deputy Manager
of the Commonwealth Bank, Mr. Kell,
fas visited Narrogin, and I understand
it is more than likely that as a resnlt of
the ffovernment’s banking business go-
ing to the Commonwealth Bank, branches
will be established at Narrogin and at
other important eentres in the State. This
will be of great advantage to the settlers
because they will have an opportunity to
do their general banking business af the
Commonwealth Bank and to obtain cheap
money from it. T hope that before long
the Government will suceeed in making
satisfactory arrangements with the Com-
monwealth Bank in regard to the Sav-
ings Bank business. It has always ap-
peared to me thai the snegestions of the
ex-I’rime Minister, My, Fisher, that the
State and the Commonwealth should
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work together in tlie matter of the Sav-
ings Bank business was a wise one, and
ong which should have leen acecepted.
Mr. TFisher offered the State all the
mongy in the State Savings Bank and
three-quarters ot the new business, on con-
dition that the State Savings Bank was
handed over to the Commonwealth Bank.
This appeared to be a very generous
offer indeed, and the figures show that if
it had been aceepted at that time, West-
crn Australin would bave had more Sav-
ings Bank money to handle to-day than it
has.  In other words, three-quarters of
the new deposits whieh we would have
received from the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Dank would have amounted to a
larger sum than we are getting in com-
petition with the Savings Banks at the
poat offices.

Mr. Elliott: We have the lot now.

Mr. E. 3. JOONSTON The hon. mem-
ber is mistaken; the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Banks are getting about one-half of
the new business.

Mr, Elliott: I wunderstood that the
Commonwealth Savings Banks had been
clozed.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No; they are
open to-dav.

Mr. Ellioit:
close them up.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The arrange-
ment mentioned by the hou. member is a
suggestion by Mr. Cook but, as it is
likely that Mr. Cook and his satellites
will he relegated to politieal obscurity on
or about the 5th September, I do not
think the arrangement is worthy of seri-
ous disenssion. The present position is
most unfair to the people of Australia.
We own the State Savings Banks and also
the Commonwealth Savings Banks, and
why should we as taxpayers have to bear
the bhurden of two banks owned by
the same shareholders, competing one
against the other ? No shareholder
of a private bank would do this sort
of thing, and it is unfair thai the
people of Ausiralia should any longer
be put to the cost of running two Sav-
ings Banks in opposition. I hope that at
a very early date, the Seaddan Govern-

"The arrangement is to
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ment will follow up the excellent agree-
ment they have made with the Common-
wealth Savings Bank by a new agree-
nent under which the State will get the
use of the moneys deposited with the
Commonwealth Savings Bank and permit
the Commonwenlth Savings Bank to eon-
duct the only institution of its kind in
this State. The workers’ homes scheme
will always be a standing monument to
the enterprise of the Seaddan Minisiry.
Throughout the State, these good houses
are being erected for the working people,
The Premier has told us that no fewer
than a thousand of these homes have
becn erected at a cost of £427,000, whilst
the operations of the Workers’ Homes
Board in something over two vears repre-
sent an amount of more than £600,000.
As far as the towns on the Great
Southern Railway are concerned, there
seems to be no prejudice against or ob-
jection to building workers’ homes on
leasehold lands. Tn Narrogin a Jlarge
number of the best houses are built on
leasehold lunds, and I am certain that if
1 were ahout to get a worker’s home 1
would prefer it under the lcaselold
rather than under the freehold sections
of the Aet. T congratulate the Minister
for Works on the splendid record of
railway  construction which has been
achieved in Weslern Australia during
the last couple of vears. Commencing
in my own electorate, we find that the
Narrogin-Wickepin line has been exten-
ded to Merredin. The section from
Wickepin to Merredin is a main itrank
line, and T am assured by experts com-
petent to express an opinion that it is
one of the bhest railways ever built in
Western Australia, and that it is eap-
able of earying very lheavy traffic. In
this matter, the Government have shown
proper forasight because the Wiekepin-
Merredin line will be the main trunk
railway from Albany and from Bunbury
and from the Great Southern districis
from Narrogin southwards to the Eastern
Goldfields markets. There will be a tre-
mendous traffic over this railway,
and 1 cougratulate the Government not
only on their action in building it but
on the faet of straightening out the route,
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I am sorry that the hon, member for York
is not in his seat because he made some
reference to this matter. The Government
did the best thing they could do for the
produeers of the south as well as the con-
sumers on the goldfields when they
straoightened that railway route and de-
cided to relieve settlers for all time from
having to pay freight on 10 or 12 extra
miles of railway in order to reach the
goldfields markets over the Wickepin-Mer-
redin line.

Mr, Broun: Not 12 miles.

My, E. B, JOINSTON: To the best
of my recolleetion, that was the
saving of distance on the longest
route propused by the Liberal Gov-
ernment. 1 was a member of the
Select Committee who inquired into
that matter, and I am sure that for all
time the settlers in the distriets served

hy  the railway will thank the
Labour  (lovernment  for having
adopted the direet route and for

having decided to extend the Yillimin-
ning-Kondinin line to Merredin so as
to serve the whole of that great
wheat area in the most advantageous
way, 1 am pleased that the Yilliminning-
Iondinin line is approaching eompletion.
This 18 a very good ruilway, and it has
been built on a high standard. It isnot
one of ihe cheap lines such as were bnih
a few years ago when the Liberal party
were in power. This line will open up
a new province for Western Australia,
and 1 hope that the Minister for Works
will do his best to get it completed and
handed over to the Working Railways at
least hy the first January, When the
Minister for Works visited the distriet
two or three months ago, he promised that
it wonld be completed and handed over
to Lhe Working Railways in time to shift
the coming bharvest. This railway is a
mosl important one; there are several
thousand settlers in the district it serves,

and | hope that they will have the
benefit  of ordinary Goveromernt
freights over it during the next
liarvest, It is also gratifying to
learn  from the Governor’s Speech
that railway constroetion is being
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vigorously carried on throughout the

State. The Speeeh forecasts that
by December next no less than 280
miles of new railways will have been

handed over to the Railway Department,
and thal a furither 295 miles of ratlway
will at that date be in process of eon-
siruetion, This means that an aggregale
of 585 miles of railway is approaching
completion ot is about to be commenced
at the present time. Sueh a record s
most satis€actory, and evidences the rapid
rate at which railway construction is forg-
ing ahead i Western Australia. The neaxt
paragraph of the Speech mentions that
in addition, surveys of further new rail-
way lines totalling 378 milés have been
authorised. It is clear, therefore, that
the Government intend to continue the
present policy of building railways
ramdly.

Member: Including the Esperance line.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Inciuding the
Lsperance line, as mentioned by an hon,
member, which I am glad to see on our
programme. The figures I have quoted
disprove entirely any intention on the
part of the Government to adopt the
policy of calling & halt in railway eon-

struction advocated just now by the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas}.
1 may confess that [  was sur-

prised to liear that hon. member throw
aside his customary optimism and suggest
that the progressive public works poliey
of the Scaddan Adwinistration shonld
cease. Throughout the eountry the cry
of the people is for railways, and more
railways, and still more railways; anid
the figures | have quoted show that the
Government are appropriately responsive
to that appeal, 'Fhe ceremony of turning
- the first sod of a new railway is to take
place at Wagin on the 24th July. That
ts the railway from Wagin to Bowelling.
This railway runs for ahout one-third of
its distance through my electorate, and
1 am extremely pleased that the line is
about to be commenced. I hope the
(iovernment will get it completed as
quickly as possible, beecause there are n
large nomber of seiltlers in the distriet
south of Darkan and at Moodiarrup
who have been isolated for a con-
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siderable fime. The ecountry is rich
and fertile, and I trust the Gov-

ernment will construet this railway on
such a route as will best serve the largest
number of selectors for all time, At the
head of the list of the Government’s pro-
gramme for the future we bave the Es-
perance line. Speaking as an agrieultural
member and one representing an electorate
near the West goast, T am indeed glad to
see that the Government are bringing this
projeet forward again, They are showing
their desire to avoid centralisation, and
singe the Country party—the new factor
in the politieal life of this State—claims
also to be a party opposed to central-
isation, 1 lake it we can confidently
expect every member of Parliament who is
an adherent of the Country party lo
vote for the Esperance railway, and thus
promote the policy of decentralisation,
and, at the same time, render justice to
the Eastern Goldfields, which have done
so much for the State of Western Aus-
tralia. To my mind it is remarkable that
the people of Western Australia should
for so long have broken faith with the
goldfields in repard to this railway. So
far back as the year 1902 a permanent
survey of a railway from Norseman ie
Esperance was effected at a cost of some-
thing over £8,000. It was not a trial sui-
vey, but a permanent one. Every chain
of that railway was pegged, and peoplc
went to the town of Esperance and into
Lthat district relying on that survey, which
certainly amounted to an official promise
on the part of the Government to con-
struct the line. We all know the years
of deferred hopes under which those peo-
ple bave laboured, and I, for my part,
am glad that their period of waiting is ap-
proaching its end, and that before long
the Tsperance railway will be authorised
and built. To me the most pleasing fea-
ture of the Speech, however, is the de-
eision of the Governmeni to construct a
railway from Narrogin tfo Dwarda.
Dwarda is the terminus of the railway
from Pingelly to the Hotham district, and
thence the Narrogin-Dwarda line will give
direct communication with the eity via
Pinjarra to the settlers north-west of Wil-
liams, The Narrogin-Dwarda line, how-
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ever, has a still more important aspect
than that, because from Narrogin to
Dwarda is the first section of the Narro-
gin-Armadale railway. This proposal has
been before the eountry for the last two
vears. The Narrogin-Armadale line has
been recommended for construnetion by
the Railway Advisory Board, and the
permanent survey of the seecond seefion
of that line from Dwarda to Armadale
was authorised by this Parliament at the
instigation of the Labour Government
last session. 1 am glad to know that that
survey is also in hand, and that the Gov-
ernment surveyors have found a splendid
direct route for the first section on easy
grades between Narrogin and Dwarda.
The proposal to build the whole Narro-
gin-Armadale railway is now in the
forefront of practieal polities. The first
section is about to be anthorised during
the present session, and the junetion aé
Narrogin will be placed by the Scaddan
Government beyond the interference of
any other politieal party.

Mr. Elliott: You do not think youn are
coming back, then?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We are go-
ing right forward. This country is going
forward, and the present Government are
going to stay in power. 1 very much
fear that in the rush of progress the
member for Geraldton will soon be left
to look for an oceupation outside
of Parliament. 1 have only to say
that when the Narrogin-Armadale rail-
way has been aunthorised and built it wiil
save no less than 57 miles of freight he-
tween the whole of the Great Southern
districts and the whole of the districts
east of Narrogin, and their port of export,
Fremantle.

Mr. Bolton: And they say this party
does nothing for the farmer.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The sooner
the line is built, the hetter. The Govern-
ment cannot help the farmer better than
by reducing the cost of produetion. This
line will save 57 miles of freight, as I
have said, and will curtail the journey
for everyone travelling between Albany,
Katanning, Wnagin, or Narrogin and
the metropolitan area by 57  miles.
The fignres speak for themselves, and it
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is not necessary for me to say any more
in sapport of the proposal. I may, how-
ever, mention that the congestion on the
Great Southern railway is hecoming more
acute. A time has arrvived when it wounld
be necessary either to duplicate the Great
Southern railway in order to relieve the
congestion of (raffie, or else to build the
Narrogin-Armadale railway. It is a far
more economical and mueh Dbetter pro-
position for ihe State in every way to
build the Narrogin-Armadale railway
than to duplicate the railway running
over the old ronte from Narrogin via
York and Spencer’s Brook to the City.
The distriet through~which the Narrogiu-
Armadale ratlway will pass is also a
fertile and well watered one, capable of
supporting a large population. The next
railway in the Government’s programme
for (he present session is the extension of
the Yilliminning-Kondinin line to Mer-
redin.  This extension has been rendered
necessary by the aetion of the Government
in adopting a direct route for the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line.

The DEPUTY - SPEAKER : Order,
order ! There is a little too mueh eon-
versation going on. The member for
Williams-Narrogin has the floor at the
present time.

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON: The constrne-
tion of (his railway, with the Wickepin-
Merredin line, which is being built, will
result in the whole of the settlers in thak
great part of the wheat belt being brought
promptly within proper reach of railway
communieation. I am glad to see that,
nolwithstanding the pessimistic utter-
ances of the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Themas) to-night, the necessity for new
railways as the result of the Government’s
action in assisting settlers on the land
and opening further aveas for settlement,
1 being recogmsed. When linisters
visited the Great Southern district lately
they were met with a request to build a
new railway east of the Yilliminning-
Kondinin line starting at a point near
Dudinin townsite and to run thence via
Walyurin to Lake Jilakin. T may say that
there is considerable settlement in the Jila-
kin and Walyurin districts, and the eon--
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struction of this railway is the only means
of rendering justiee to the settlers. Many
of them are paying up to £1 per acre for
their land, which is situated at a distance
of over 20 miles from existing rauwuys.
Hon. members will realise that it is impos-
sible for settlers to pay that exorbitant
price for their land and grow wheat pro-
fitably at present prices, when they are so
far removed from railway eommunienlion.
I trust the Government will eontinue their
present progressive pelicy, and build as
quiekly as possible this railway and also
other railways which are vreguired to
bring setilers within reasonablée disfance
of means of communication.  Another
proposal which I have been hammering at
for the last couple of years, without very
mueh result so far, is the Quindanning dis-
triet railway. That is one of the oldest set-
tled distriets in the State, and the people
there have borne the heat and burden of
the struggle for a period of 40 or 50
years, and vet to-day they are almost as
mueh isclated as they were at any period
of ihe State’s history. However, T am
pleased to know that the Minister for
Works (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has pro-
mised to visit the district during next
month and go into the settlers’ case on
the spot. I am salisfied that they have a
grood case, and that when the Minister
for Works has investigated the matter for
himself he will decide to do justice to
those people. At a recent funetion near
Gillimanning some disappointment was
felt at the inability of the Minisier for
Works to be present. On that occasion
a proposal was put before Mr. Harper
and myself—the electorates of both of
us being affected—for the construction of
a light line of railway from the town of
Wickepin to Pingelly. Members of this
House have often heard about Yorkrakine.
There is in that district a large area of
good land eclosely settled, but isolated
from railway communication. Between
Wickepin and Pingelly there is also
close settlement similarly isolated from
railway communication, In accordance
with a promise made Io those peo-
ple on the oceasion to which I have
referred, T take this opportunity of
bringing their claims for a railway before
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the House and before the (Government.

Last session the Premicr suggested that
the best way to deal with the Yorkrakine
people wounld be to provide wotor tractors
for them—a means of comrunication
which he said had proved very successfu?
in America, Personally I do not kuow
whether that is so or not, but I do wish
to urge that the settlers of North Wicke-
pin, Gillimanning, and Aldinga are in an
isolated position similarly to the seltlers
at Yorkrakine. Therefore, if the Govern-
ment find it possible to introduce motor
tractors to help the settlers iu the York-
rakine district I hope they will adopt the
same method in the case of these sebtlers
between Wickepin and Pingelly. I
have nothing but congratulation to offer
to the Minister for Education on his ad-
ministration of the Bdueation Depart-
ment. Primary educotion has been ex-
tended throvghout the agrienltural dis-
triets, and I congratulate him also on
the action he took in establishing a
secondary school on the Golden Mile. T
urge the Government to arrange for the
establishment of seeondary sehools in the
principal eentres throughout the State, so
that the children of eountry parents might
have opporlunities similar to those en-
joyed by the children of parents who
reside in the City with regard to getting
secondary, as well as primary, edueation.
We have a free University established in
the City; it is the Orst free universily in
the British Ewmpire, but to extend the
benefits of the University to ecouniry chil-
dven, it is essential that the Government
should arrange scholarships to provide
for board and lodging in the City to those
worthy of sueh consideralion. I hope
such scholarships will be established by
the Tducation Department at the earliest
possible date.  Replying to a question
the other day, the Aeting Minister for
Lands said that the question of ihe
establishment of an agricultural college
was under consideration. I am very glad
to know that the Government have lately,
with the assistance of the professors of
the University, re-organised the agrieul-
tural high sehool which exists at
Narrogin, and I am sure the Premier
will remember his promise to give every
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consideration to the claims of that in-
slitution when an agriculfural college is
being established in Western Australia.
1 would like to be teld something about
the Journal of Agriculture. This matter
has heen referred to two or three times
in the last few sessions of Parliament,
and the latest answer was to Lhe effect
that {he Government were eonsidering the
quesiion of the re-institution of this jour-
nal. Many members will know (hat it wns
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
clell) who brought about the cessation
of the publication of this journal, and
1 hope the present Government will lose
no lime in starting it again, The manu-
facture of agricultural machinery by the
State is proving a great beneiit to ihe
setilers. Orders are pouring in, and
the faci (hat there are over G600 men per-
manenily employed at these works speaks
volumes for their popularity. One great
advantage, however, is that agrieultural
implements are being manufactured not
only cheaply, but they are of good qual-
ity, and they are made in Western Aus-
tralia by Australian workmen. In this
direction the Government have done good
work in cheapening the cost of the pro-
duction of wheat, because farmers now
can, without difficulty, obtain duplicate
parts al in some cases a quarter of the
cost that they had been accustomed to
pay, as well as much cheaper machinery,
T would like to quote a few figures in re-
gard to the electoral districts of Western
Australia, figures which point to the
neeceseity for a redistribution of seats.
We all know that the Government iast
vear tried to redistribute the seats on a
fair hasis, but the Bill, which provided
for the appointment of independent com-
missioners, was thrown out by another
place. In other words, the Legislative
Gouneil refused to allow a fair and honest
redistribution by independent commis-
sioners, and the result is that to-day the
most glaring inconsistencies are already
apparent in regard to the population of
the various electoral distriets. For in-
sfance, T have in my hand a rvoll of the
Willhiams-Narrogin  electorate, showing
that on the 30th May there were no fewer
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than 3,572 electors in that distriet. I
have also Lhe latest figures available in
the Statistical Abstraet, us to the number
of electors in other electoral distriets on
the 31st March, and I find that Pingelly
has only 2,164 electors, Sussex 1,729, aqd
Beverley 1,765, as compared with 3,572
on the Williams-Narrogin roll at the pre-
sent (ime. This is most vnfair to the
people in that district, bot the lLegisla-
tive Couneil has apparently said that one
elector in Sussex or Beverley is worth
two in my distriet.

Mr. Broun: The area that is embraced
in your district is no greater.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1f we are
going on area, the State’s political power
would be given to the North-West and the
unpopulated areas located between Kan-
owna and the South Australian border.
The proper basis for a redistribution is
population, and the distance of the elec-
tors from the capital,

Mr. Broun: You want all your mem-
bers in the City.

Mr. E. B. JOANSTON: No, certainly
nat.  There should also be taken
into consideration the distance of the
elector from the City, and the fur-
ther the people are away from the City,
the more representation should they
have. Yet we find that at the present
time, although Beverley is comparatively
close to Perlh, although it is a well
settled district, the people there have
twice as much representation in Parlia-
ment as the electors in the Williams-
Narrogin district, and I take this oppor-
tunity of protesting against the aection
of the Upper House, which has brought
such a rondition of affairs into existence.
Of course, the reason that our redistribu-
tion of scafs Bill was thrown out was that
it would have the effect of straightening
out the pecnliar boundaries around the
Collie eleciorate, and it would have prob-
ably meant that the member for Sussex,
the leader of the Opposition, would have
lost his seat. As it is, it i&8 eurrently
rumoured that the leader of the Oppo-
sition is going to abandon the Sussex
sent and contest Katanning at the ap-
proaching elections,
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Mr. Broun: He wonld not mind a de-
Yeat.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: He has had
so many that I do not suppose one
more would make mneh difference. T hope
that affer the next elections we shall be
able to arrange a different system. I
trust that the approaching election will
be the last on which we shall go to the
country on single electorates. The ques-
tion of proportional representalion has
been before the country for some time.
A resolution in ils faveur has been ear-
ried by one branch of the Legislature.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) ; They do not want it to apply to
the other branch.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: It should cer-
tainly apply to both Houses, I hope when
thizs Government goes to the ecountry
apain, after the next elections, that it
will be on the basis of proportional re-
presentation. For my own part, I would
have urged the Governmeni to bring in
the Bill this session but that at the last
general elecfions we profested against the
gerrymandering redistribution carried in-
to effect by the previous Government, and
we said that if we were elected there would
be a redistribution of Lhe single elector-
ates by an independent board, free from
polilieal conirel. 1 have already ex-
plained that it is the fault of the Upper
House that this pledge has not been ear-
ried into effect,

Mr. Wisdom: Whe would appoint the
board ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I take it the
Government of the day would appoint. the
hoard. The appointments would be made
from the ranks of men who would have
the confidence of every section of the
communiiy, I am sure the member for
Claremont (Mr. Wisdom) would not sug-
gest that such men might not easily he
obtained.

Mr. Broun:
party.” .

Mr. E. B, JOONSTON: No, not men
belonging to any political party. With

Men belonging to “our

regard to lhe deficit, T would like
to say that I listened to the Pre-
mier’s  explanation with copsiderable

interest. He pointed out that at

the present time the farmers owed
£219,150, which represents very nearly
half of the deficit. Speaking as a repre-
sentative of the agrienliural distriets, T
ean fhank the Government for the con-
sideration they have given to the farming
industry, as disclosed by those figures. I
believe the aciion of the Government is
appreciated, and 1 can tell the Premier
he need not worry ahout that noney, be-
cause when we pet good seasous it will
he paid. T hope, however, that the Gov-
ernment. will not let the existence of the
deficit prevent them from giving similar
consideration to the agrieullurists wher-
ever it may be required. Against the
deficit, it might be interesting to note
that we have a sinking fund of over four
millions, which is more than half.the sink-
ing fund provided by the whole of the
Australian States for the redemption of
our public debts. This sinking fand
proves that our finances are in a very
satisfactory econdition, partieularly as
compared with those of the other Aus-
tralian States.

Mr. Eliott:
vested ¢

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: It is invested
in London by trustees, who are free from
the confrol of the Treasurer of this State.
A very important duty devolves upon the
Government this session, and it is the
question of providing relief for those set-
tlers in the wheat belt whose lands have
been overvalned. It will be remembered
that a resolution was earried last session
by this Chamber, instructing the Govern-
ment lo give sueh relief, and I thank the
Government for having accepted and ap-
proved of that resolution. We are told
in the Governor’s Speech ihat it is the
intention of the Government to introduce
amendments fo the Land Aet during the
coming session, bat we have nol been
told the nature of the proposed amend-
ments. T understand the report of the
board that was appointed to reclassify
and revalue the lands in the wheat belt,
has lately been handed to the Minister for
Lands, and the ) inister has agreed to
lay the report on the Tahle of the House,
together with the decision of the Govern-
ment in this important matfer. So far

How is that money in-

Oy
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the report lias not come down, and I am
sorry to be obliged to speak on the Ad-
dress-in-reply without knowing the nature
of the report, or the decision the Govern-
meni have arrived at. 1 can t(ake this
opportunity of telling the Acting Min-
ister for Lands that there is only one
solution of the difficulty that will give
satisfaction to the people concerned, and
it is a reduction in the price of the land
wherever it has been overvalued, and that
reduction must be on the basis of its pro-
ductive value during, say, the last three
seasons, Then the new settlers on the
land, who have gone there without capital,
depending on the assistance of the Agri-
cultural Bank, should be given a period
of three or five years’ exemption from the
payment of any land rents, and when
the. payments are resumed they should
only be at the rate of 6d. an aere a year
for the remaining period of the lease,
that is to say, if land is valued at 15s.
an aere, the period of the lease shounld he
extended to 30 years so that the settlers
would never have to pay more than Gd.
an acre land rent in any year after the
five years’ exemption had expired. I am
satisfied we should have more snceessful
settlement on the land if the advice of
Professor Lowrie, to the effeet that every
‘man should have £500 capital, or at least
£300, had been adopted by the late Gov-
ernment. But they did not do so, and men
have gone on the land without eapital, and
relying only on the assistanee of the Agri-
cultural Bank.

Hon. Franik Wilson:
doing that?

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: The Govern-
ment are not doing it on the same lines
as the previous Government. The Gov-
ernment are puiting them on the land,
but ihey are firsi surveying railways and
are throwing open only such land as is
within 15 miles of a line construeted, or
about to be construncted. This is an im-
mensely better system than ihe one pre-
vailing in the old Liberal days when
men were put on land 60 or 70
miles from a railway and nothing
was done fo give them railway ecom-
munication. The result was that the
people spent their capital to the worst

Are your people
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advantage and did,not, get the value they
should have received from (he capiral
they had when they went on-the land,

The damage has been done, and it
remains for (he Government to see that
those settlers, who with lheir wives
and children have encountered great
lardships, are assisted by -.the - State
to make o suceess of their hold-
ings. Tlie settlers are .working hard,

No doubt they will pull through, but it

iz ahsolutely necessary that the Govern-

ment sheuld give them further, considera-

tion in the way of allowing those on

the land a remission for five vyears

from paying land rents, and also reduecing

the payments to not more than 6d. an

acre per year provided the improvement

conditions are enforced. T would like to

remind hon. members, too, that the Land
Bill introduced by the Government 18

months ago would have doéne a good deal

in the direction indicafed. That Bill pro-
vided that all first-class lands selected in
future should be selected on the condition

that the land would be held for three years

free of rent, provided the improvement

conditions were eomplied with. That was

a splendid provision. It would have

hetped the new settlers, hecanse the first

few wears on the land are those of the

hardest slruggle. Bt thal amendment.

with others, was disposed of without eon-

siderabion by the Upper House, and it is

due to that House that such a magnifi-

cent provision is not on the siatute-book.

My, Blliott: That Honse nlso Fhrew
out the proposal for doubling the land
tax.

Mr, . B, JOONSTON: And the inei-
dence of that tax would have fallen on
the rich owners of wvaluable town lands
in Perth, Fremantle, Kalzoorlie, Ger-
aldton, and other centres of popula-
tion, pecple who can well afford to pay
the inereased land tax and income tax
which the Government desired, but which
the Upper House threw out.

Mr. Elliott: Tt would have fallen on
everyhady.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, mainly
on the weathy owners of wvaluable
rent-producing  City property. In re-
gard to the poison lands, we bhave there
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a econdition of affairs existing somewhat
similar to that exisiing on the wheat belt.
Here also, in compliance with the instrue-
tions of Parliament, the Government have
sent a revaluation board out through the
distriets to frame reports as to the hest
means of affording relief to the settlers
already established in poison areas, whose
lands have been-over-valued, and to sub-
mit a report as to the best means of set-
tling-the poison lands in those distriets.
Here agnin the veport has heen lodged
with the Government, but so far the Gov-
ernment have not laid the report, as pro-
mised, on the Table, neither have they
told ns whether they propose to adopt the
recommendations of ithe Commission,
whatever they are. I am serry we have
not this report. T ean only urge on the
Government to give relief similar to that
which T have advocated in regard to the
wheat belt. Qur Bill of 18 months ago
provided that poison lands should be
granted for 10 yemrs rent free, condi-
tionally -on the land being improved.
That was a splendid provision; it would
have been in forece to-day bnt for the
action of the Upper House in rejecting
the Bill. I hope the Government will
stick to that provision, and by an ad-
ministrative act see that the poor people
on the poison belt are given their land
for 10 years frec of rent. The Minister
for Lands has lately been throngh those
distriets, and he was appalled by the con-
dition of some of the settlers, more par-
tieularly those who had come from Eng-
land and setiled on the land without
knowing its natnre. I ean assure the
House that these people are worthy of
every consideration.

Mr. Elliott drew attention to the state
of the House.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bells rung and a quormm formed.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: With regard
to the administration of the Agricultural
Bank, there is no doubt this institution
is to-day of far greater assistance to the
settlers than it was before the Act was
liberalised by the Labour Administration.
The fact that £636,000 was advanced by
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the bank in hard cash last year, as cowm-
pared with £285,000, which was the
highest amount advaneed in any one
vear under the Liberal Administration,
proves conclusively thai the settlers are
getting extended benefits from the opera-
tions of the bank. At the same time I
must eonfess that the settlers on the
smaller areas, the men who most require.
the assistance, very often do not get it
just at the eritical time. I think in re-
gard to two of the frustees who assist
Mr, Paterson, the squatting element is a
bit too much represented. I am afraid
that Mr. Cock and Mr. Richardson are
inclined to look at matters more from the
point of view of the big land owner than
from that of the small settler. It ap-
pears to me there is a little too much
Scottish eaution exhibited whenever men
desire advanees in the wheat areas on’
properties of from 160 to GO} acres. Yet
the man whe is bringing up a family on
a small property is our very best settler,
and I hope the Government will confer
with the trustees on this snbject and see
if greater liberalily cannot be extended
to the men cultivating the small areas,

Mr. Elliott: You are not going to open
the bank to political pressure.

My, E. B. JOHNSTON: No, it is not
a matter of political pressure, but of Gov-
ermmnent policy. Eighteen months ago
the Labour Government liberalised the
bank and the small settlers are not getting
the benefit of that liberalisation as fully
as can be wished. This being so, the
Government ought to eonfer with the
trustees ur see, through Mr. Paterson, that
the assistant trustees are men in sym-
pathy with the liberalisation of the Aect..
I hope the Government will take the mat-
ter in hand and see that the Act is not de-
feated by its administration. In regard
to the progress of the agricultural in-
dustry, I congratulate the Minister for
Lands on our wheat production having.
attained a figure of no less than 13,500,000
bushels last season, as compared with
9,000,000 bushels in the season before.
Snch progress is simply astounding; it
shows that under the sympathetic Labour
Administration the preduction of wheat
inereased by 50 per-cent. in one year.
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Mr. Broun: You do not eredit the
Labowr parly with that, do yon?

r. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, I

do. If the Government had not given
the seitleys assistance at the begin-
ning of 1912, this result would not
have been obtained. 1t is attribut-
able to the sympathetic considera-
tion which the wheat producers re-
ceived at the hands of the Government.
Mr. Elliotl: Tt is due to the rainfall,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1Ib was
becanse of the poor rainfall in 1911
that the settlers required assistance
and the Government showed their
faith in the country by granting

them assistance, and as a resuli our
production last year increased by 350
per cent. on that of the preceding
year, Under the improved administra-
tion of {he Railway Department this
huge harvest was earried without any
complaints, Two and a half years ago,
when the production amounted to a little
over five million bushels, and the Liberal
Ministry bad just gone out of office, the
railways were starved and from one end
of the wheat helt to the other complaints
were made regarding the shortage of
irucks due to the backwardness of
the Liberal Administration, Last year I
was in the wheat distriets during the har-
vest and I received no cowmplaints what-
evar. T eongratulate the Railway Depart-
ment and pariicularly the Minister on the
tmproved working of the depariment as
diselosed by this faet.

A1, Elliolt; Do not forget the doubling
of the rales on manures,

Mr. E. B. JOIINSTON: When the
Government go wrong, and it is very
rarely that they make mistakes, I am out
to criticise them and to express my dis-
approval of their action. In regard to
the raising of the freights on manures,
T say here, as I have said before, that T
disapprove of ihe Government’s action
entirely, but T disapprove more heartily
of the action of the Legislative Couneil
in compelling the Government to find re-
venue from sourcss which they did not
desire to utilise. Tn making the inereased
freight charges the Government consi-
dered the people whe were furthest baek,
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and the increase applies only for the first
100 miles over which the manures are car-
vied. Al said and done, there is some-
thing to be said for the eontention that
Ihe general taxpayer should not he asked
o faee the loss on the carriage of man-
ures Lo assisi settlers around Northam and
York, men who have been on the land for
30 or 40 years, and many of whom are
cropping over 2,000 acres of land annu-
ally. At the same time 1 emphasise the
fact that ] disapprove of this increase
and I hope the Government will remove
il as soon as they ean get {heir legitimate
taxation projosals passed. The Govern-
ment did not make Lhis inerease n
freights until they had given notice lo
the people that if the Upper Honse re-
fused to pass iheir measures for the taxa-
fion of the wealthy on fair lines they
would be eompelled to take the step. The
Government pointed out clearly that the
taxation measure had been defeated twice
and that if it was defeated a third time
they would reluctantly have fo put an
end to some of the services which were
being carried on at a loss. The carriage
of artificial manures was vne of these ser-
viees and though the Upper House knew
of the Government’s inteniion they threw
oul a fair taxation measure. Then and
not unlil then were the rates of wanures
inereased.

Mr, Elliott: What about coal freights?

Mr. W, B. JOHNSTON: At the same
lime 1 express my disapproval of the
Government’s aclion and 1 biope they will
reverl Lo the old rates at least during (he
wheat season. In the wheat season thou-
sands of trucks are being sent out empty
in order lo bring baek wheat and during
the season the Government ought o carry
arlificial manures at the old raie of %d.
per Lon per mile, or better still, free.

Ar. Ellioit: What about the coal
freights?

AMr, F. B, JOHNSTON: The Govern-
men{ oblained very satisfaclory conces-
sions in regard to the price of Collie cou!
far the State railways, I wish to express
my disapproval of the aetion of the Gov-
ernment in re-introdueing the terminal
charge of 1s. per tor om new feeder rail-
ways. This is most unfair, One of the first
thivgs which the Lobour Government did
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after coming into power was to remove
this unjust tax on new setilers who were
paying high prices for their land; yet
we find that alfer two years of office they
have reimposed this charge. The Gov-
ernment have reverted in this instance,
to the old Liberal policy of taxing
the man who can least afford to
pay. The Covernment have made a
mistake in this respect and I hope
they will take an early opportunity to
rectify it, Whether they desire to reetify
it or not, T hope hon. members will insist
upon the abolition of this charge. The
Government were wrong in putting this
fresh faxation on people who cannot
afford it.

Heon, W, C, Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): The Liberals claim to represent
the farmers,

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON: They do not
represent the farmers, and 1 am afraid
the Farmers will tell them so eraphatically
at the forthcoming elections,

Mr. George: I represent as many farm-
ers as you and represent them beiter, too.

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTON: We will get

the opinion of the electors on that
point in the near fulure. [ am
pleased to see the hon, member for

Murray-Wellinglon in his seat again,
becanse I deferred making a few
remarks on his speech on aceount of his
absence, T think anyone who heard that
hon. gentleman’s oration to-night must
assume that he is aspiring to become the
comedian of the ITouse, the Harry
Lauder of Parliament.

Mr, George: I do not want to deprive
the hon, member of the honour.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: He could
hardly have been serious in the  state-

wment e made respecling the action of the
Railway Department in not giving him
certain information, He is a man who
was Commissioner of Railways for many
years, and he told us that he always com-
muntcated with the Minister for Railways
when he wanted informaiion from that
depariment, and yet he also lells ns——
Mr. George: I did not telt you that.

Mr. B. B, JOHNSTON: I understood
you to do so.

[16]
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Mr, (George: What T said was that for
information of that sort I applied direct
to the Railway Department.

Mr, BE. B. JOHNSTON : It appears that
far some reason or olther the hon. memher
ex; ecled the clerks of the Railway De-
partment Lo spend hours in searching for
information for the hon. member to
use——

My, George: T wanted it for my consti-
tuents.

Mr., E. B. JOHNSTON: The object
for which he wanted it was pretty clear
to my mind, It was o use during (he
course of lhis debate.

Y'r. George: It was nothing of the sort.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It appears
that the time of the clerks in the Govern-
ment departments is to be taken up mn
giving unnecessary information to the hon.
member,

Mre. George: 1t is a pity yon are so
young.

Mr, B, B. JOHNSTON: The hon.
member’s remarks about the State brick-
works do not do him credit. I eannot
believe that with his experience as Com-
missioner of Railways he thought that
these State brickworks at Beenup were
pat there in order fo defeat him at the
elections,

Mr. George: T quoted the hon. member
for Bunbury.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: He ought in-
stead {o be going round his distriei claim-
ing eredil for the establishmeni of these
works in the interests of the State,

Mr, Gteorge: T am not worrying.

Mr. I, B. JOHNSTON: Instead of
which he appears to be crying out be-
eause publie works are going on in his
constituency, T wish that these brick-
works at Beenup had been established in
my electorate instead of his.

Lr. George: Why do you noft stiek
to the truth? T only said what the hon.
member for Bunbury said.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: This House
certainly got the impression stated by
me. The hon. member was also un-
fair to the management of the ag-
ricoltural maehinery works. If the
hon. member wounld only eo down
and have a look at these works for him-
self, as many other hon, members have
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done, T believe he would form a different
opinion instead of making charges against
them of importing machinery.

Mr. Cleorge: I ouly said a word against
them in regard to imperting machinery.

Mr. 12, B. TOHNSTON: He said they
were simply engaged in  making up
machinery.

Mr. George: 1 did not,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon. mem-
ber does noi know what he did say.

Mr. George: 1 did not say that.

Me. K. B. JOHNSTON: The hon.
member complained that the machinery
was nof heing manufactured in Western
Australia, bul that il was being imported
and that the Government brand was be-
ing put on it in this State,

Mr. George: T said they were import-
ing machines and sending them out as
being their own manunfacture. I did not
say they were nol making machinery.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If the hon,
member would go down there he would
see that flrst-rate machinery is being
manufaetured by Australian workmen,
and that there are 679 men employed
there at the present time. It is indeed a
most creditable undertaking, and the hon,
member for Muarray-Wellington ought to
get up and thank the Government for
their action in establishing these works.

Mrw. George: T did nol say a word
against them.

Mr. . B. JOHNSTON: I would like
to express my regret that the Upper
Touse has thrown oul such a number of
imporiant measures during the last two
and a half years. With regard to the
question of constitutional reform, it is
ttme thal the situation was faced by the
Governmen(. We have now a case against
another plage, and T hope the Govern-
ment will lake it to the couniry at the
fortheoming elections, It is a remark-
ahle thing fo me to see the difference be-
tween the Constitution of this State, and
that of the Commonwealth, and to see
how a section of the communily have
looked after their own interests in State
affairs compared with the way the inter-
esls of the people are freated in the Fed-
eral arena. We find in the Federal Par-
hament the Prime Minister, Mr. Cook,
ean pet a double dissolution hecanse only
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one small Bill, although this contained
a vatuable and important prineiple,
lias heen rejected by the Senate, and yet
ander our Conslitution 30 important
measures have been thrown outl, and we
have ahsolutely no redress af all. I would
like to point out also the extraordinary
basis on which the Upper House of West-
ern Australia is elected. It is not gener-
ally realised that whilst a majority of the
peaple have no vote at all, a minority
have anything up to 10 votes if
they are lucky enough to have interests
in 10 separate provinces, It appears to
me most unfair, from the point of
view of vesied intervests, that if a man
has £500,000 worth of property in one
provinee, he only has one vote for it.
And yet, on the other hand, if 2 man has
£500 worth of property equally distri-
huted over 10 provinces he would have
no less than 10 votes for his £500 worth
of property, as compared with the one
vote that a man baving £500,060 worth
of properly in one province would get.

Mr. George: Would you give votes in
proportion te a man's possessions?

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: T would have
one man one vote only and would give
every adult a vote, I am complain-
ing of the system under which two-thirds
of the people of Weslern Australia have
no vote at all for the Upper House, -
whilst a few of the people can exercise
up to 10 votes for that eonservative and
unrepresentative Chamber,

Mr. George: You are one of those
yourself.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I ecertainly
have votes, buf T use them, as far as I
can, o assist in the abolition of the Up-
per House. T am satisfied that this is
the only way in which we ean ever make
lhat progress that is necessary or bring
about the consummation of the Tabour
policy on the statute-baok of this ecoun-
try. I wish to emphasise also the dif-
ference in the number of voters of these
previnces,  We find that the Central pro-
vinee has 3,702 electors; the East pro-
vinge, 6,023 electors; the Metropolitan.
8,303; the Metropolitan-Suburban, 15,
053; the North province, 804; the North-
East provinee, 2,888 the South provinee,
3,450: the South-Kast provinee, 5,266;
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the South-West province, 4,704, and the
‘West province, 5,526 electors,

Mr. George: They are all right in the
South-West,

Mr, E. B, JOANSTON: These figures
speak for themselves, and render super-
fluous any further comment. We find
that the electors For the North provinee,
namely, 804, a large proportion of whom
are living in the metropolitan ares,
glect three members to the Upper House
of Western Australia, and yet in the
Metropolitan-Suburban  province, with
15,053 clectors, these also have only thres
members in that Chamhbher, The whole
systemm on  which the Upper House
is eiecied is ont of daie, incongruous, and
opposed to the spirit of modern democ-
racy. T hope the Government will do
their ulmost to see this system altered.
The proposal which the Government have
in view in this matier is to pass a Veto
Bill through this Chamber this session.
1 hope they do get it through. We find
that in the old country—and surely hon.
members will agree that Ausiraba claims
io be more demoeratic than the old eoun-
{ry—they passed a Veto Bill. We find
uow thai if the people’s House pass a
mea<are for three vears in sueeession if
hecomes the law of the land without the
api roval of the House of Tords.

Mr. Ehiott: ‘That is an hereditary
Chamber.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: But our
Upper House is worsg than en hereditary
Chember. If this were a nominatod
Chember, we could get rid of it by
swamping it ; but, unfortunately, under
the existing conditions we cannot do
thet. Surely, if the people’s Houss in
the Old Country can rule, if the House
of Commons cen place legislation on
the statute-book without the consent of
tho property Chember, we are justified
in esking for similar power for the
people in this new free land of ours.
I hope the Government will cerry the
Bill through, and 1 hope that at the
coming election they will submit this
question to the people of Western Aus-
trelia whether the Upper House ap-
proves of such a referendum or not.
Let the Government submit to every
elector at the coming Stete elections
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a ballot paper asking him or her “Are
you in favour of the Veto Bill becoming
law 7> If that is done, there is no
question but that an emphatic yes
will be returned by the people of
Western Australin. Then we shall have
something to go to the Old Country on,
to go to the British Parliament on, to
approach Lloyd George upon, and ask
him and his Government to give us here
in Weatern Australis the ssme relief
from the domination of a Conservative
Upper Chamber that they have fought
for and won in Great Britain. I wish
to say & fow words about the bulk
handling of wheat. I must confess
that when I heard His Excellency reading
the Speech 1 was disappointed at there
being no reference to the bulk handling
of wheat in that doecument. The question
has been before the country for some
time now. Western Australia is one
of the leading wheat growing States in
Australia. It is a State thet promises
in the near future to become the prin.
cipal wheat growing State of Australia.
That brings home the urgency of the
metter for the Government’s immediate
attention. 1 have here a report mede
by Mr. Niel Nielsen to the Government
of New South Wales on this subject.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Why do they not do bulk hand-
ling Lhere ?

Mr. I. B. JOHNSTON: They are
pledged to it, and are apportioning a
sum of money for it during the present
session of Parliament. The report deals
with the question comprehensively, and
the arguments used, to my mind, apply
just a8 much to Western Australia as
they do to the mother State of New
South Wales. Mr. Niclsen says—

Looking at the question from every
peint of view, I feel strongly in favour
of our altering ocur system of handling
grain so &8 to bring it into line with
that already adopted by other grain.
producing countries. The initial cost
will be considerable, but the greater
part of it will fall upon the Government
through the Railway Commissioners,
and the ultimate gain to everyone
will more than repay all parties
concerned, including the Government.
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It will, moreover, put our grain
growers in & position to fairly compete
with the other grain-growing countries
of the world. The advantages may
be set out as follows :—(1) The immense
saving in labour, time, and cost of
handling the grain. Terminal eleva-
tors in Arnerica receive, unload, store
the grain for any period up to ten
days, and load it into ships for a
charge of half a cent. a bushel, equal
to one farthing of our money. (2)The
saving in shipping charges by the
reduction of the tine oceupied in
loading and unloading, and the con-
saquent reduction in harbour and
wharinge dues, as well a3 in the ship’s
charter time. (3) The reduction of
the area of water frontage and wharfage
accommodation necessary, owing to
the expedition in loading and unload-
ing. (4} The expedition in unloading
railway cars, thus doing away with the
congestion at the terminal point,
and releasing the cars with much
greater celerity than is possible at
present. {5) The avoidance of the loss
now accruing i handling by the
leakage from torn sacks (one does
not see & grain wasted round an
elovator). (6) The absolute security
of the grain during transportation,
from any condition of weather, by its
being in rainproof cars, these cars
also  preventing any possibility of
pilfering. (7} The wvalue of the box
car over other forms of car for trans-
portation of other classes of goods in
the off season. (8) The ease of cleaning
and grading grain, thus saving carriage
on dirt as well as sacks. (9) The
saving to the farmer of the cost of
providing sacks every season. (10)
The aboliticn of the man-killing work of
-handling grain in sacks. (11) The
placing of our grain upon the London
markets in better condition by reason
of its being cleaned and graded, the
saving of the handling operations at
that end, and the securing of better
competition among the buyers (at
present many of the buyers deal only
in grain coming to the Continent in

bu]k).- B v o
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I commend this very comprehensive re-
port of Mr. Nielsen to the attention
of the Government. I have alsc a
report from Mr. G. T. Burrell, an
American expert who was specially
brought to New BSouth Wales by the
Labour Government of that State to
report on the question. Mr. Burrell
quotes most interesting figures, which,
however, at this late hour I do not
propose to repeat in detail. Those
figures prove that under the existing
systemn of handling grain the farmer
loses no less than £50 8s. 6d. on every
1,000 bagzs of wheat, or just 4d.
per bushel. Mr. Burrell says that on
a crop of 30,000,000 bushels, which was
the return in New South Wales, there
would be effected a saving of £437,000 per
year if bualk handling were introduced.
Next year we shall have a crop of at
least 15,000,000 bhushels in Western
Australia. It is quite likely that our
return may be 18,000,000 or 20,000,000
bushels ; but, on Mr. Burrell's figures,
if we have even a 15,000,000 bushel
crop next year, the saving to the farmer
through bulk handling would be not
less than £218,600 on the one - year's
operations, These figures seem Lmimense,
but they are here in black and white
submitted by expert gentlemen. Ihope
that the Government will take the
matter up promptly. I would have said
more on this subject had it not been
that the Premier made a statement
concerning it in "the West Australion
of the 14th July. His statement reads
as follows :—
The Government had .decided, in
a general way, upon the adoption of
the” bulk handling system, but the
financial sspect had not yet been
considered, as no estimates of the
cost had yet been received from the
departments concerned. No specific
amount of expenditure had therefore
been decided upon. Authority, how-
ever, had been given to Mr. Bath,
who i8 now in Melbourne in ¢onnection
with the Australian scheme of re-
presentation at San. Francisco, to
consult with the Minister for Agriculture
in New South Wales on the question
of a joint arrangement between the
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two States with a view to a saving of
expénditure, the New South Wales
Government have already resolved to
adopt bulk handling. The Govern-
ment had not yet received any com-
munication from Mr. Bath on the
subject.

It is understood that New South Wales
is introducing the bulk hendling system,
and the Premier says he hopes that
the two States will be able to work
together in the matter. For my part
T om extremely plessed to know that our
Government are taking the matter up.
The Premier was wrong, however, in
saying that there was no estimate of
cost, since we have had presented to
Parlinment lately the report of the local
bulk handling of grain advisory bourd.
In this report it is stated that the esti-
mated capital expenditure necessary to
inaugurate the system is £261,700, of
which 4 sum of £100,000 would he
required for modern rolling stock. The
revenue is estimated at. £34,900. Hoaon.
members will sse, therefore, that the
system when inaugurated will more than
pay for itself. T would like to add that
the members of owr local Advisory
Board were unanimous in recommending
that the bulk handling system should
be introduced into this country gradually.
The figures 1 have quoted show that it
means s saving of more than £200,000 per
year to our producers to have the system
brought into being at an early .date.
Our Commission suggcests that it should be
done in time for the havrvest of 1915-16,
and I hope the Government will take
up the matter in all szricusness and
make provision for the necessary ex-
penditure and see that the wheat growers
are given the benefit of bulk handling.
The statement of the Premier is gratify-
ing to the extent that the Government have
decided on the scheme, but the action pro-
posed is not definite enough forme, and T
hope the Government will give us some-
thing further on the subject very soon. I
would like to say a few words on the
question of the appointment of loeal
Governors, and 1 think the experience
of this State and of Tasmania during the
lagt few months shows us that it is
necessary that the resolution passed by

by the Ministry
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this House last session at the instance
of the member for Swan, in favour of
the appointment of citizens of the Com-
monwealth as Governors, should be
carried into effect very quickly. There
is no doubt that if the people of Western
Australia were consulted on this question
they would like to see such men as
Sir Edward Stone or Sir John Forrest
appointed to the position of State Crover-
nor, when & vacancy ocecurs, ag it must
occur, in the not distant fature. 1
would be quite prepared to trust either
of those gentlemen to carry out all the
functions attached to this high office,
and they would do it with a dignity and
fairness equal to that which has been dis-
played inthepast. Asacitizenof Western
Australin, 1 am sorry to say that the
S.P.C.A. have been prevented from
holding their big annual social event
in Government House ballroom, where
it has been conducted so successfully fou
many years past. [t is clear that the
Ctovernor has a perfect right to refuse
the society the usa of the ballroom, but
it is the duty of the GGovernment, when
the next vacancy occurs for the offics of
Goveraur, to see that the control of
Governinent House ballroom is retained
. I find the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
have had the use of Government House
grounds almost from  their inception
as a society. In March, 18M, Sir
Alexander Onslow granted to the society.
the usz of Government House grounds for
three nights to enable that institution
to carry out a big fair in aid of
their funds. In April, 1900, and again
in May, 1903, the meetings of the society
were actually held at Government House.

Hon. W. . Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : They have abused it..

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon.
member knows better than that. In
1900 Sir Alexander Onslow gave the
society permission to use the ballroom,
and for 14 successive yvears it has been
lent to the society by Sir Alexander
Onslow, Sir Arthur Lawley, Sir Frederick
Bedford, and 8ir Cerald Strickland,

-and la. t year we found an explanation

in the Press to the eoffect that as Sir
Gerald Strickland had promised the use
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of the ball room to the society, the
society’s annual function could be held
there that year, but thai it was doubtful
whether 8ir Harry Barron would renew
the privilege this year. That statement
appeared in the Press before the function
was held last yeal, so it is apparent
it wes not on account of anything that
took place at that function last year
that the courtesy wag not again extended
to the society this year. If the Honorary
Minister believes what he just stated,
he would beliove that Sir Gerald Strick-
land lent it to the society lknowing the
society should not be granted the privi-
lege of using the ballroom.  For my part
I refuse to believe that.

Mr, George : Do you accept the state-
ment as to why it was not lent to the
society ? . : Coa

“Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON : I have here
the statement which appeared in the
West Australian- of the 8th June and it
eads—

On inquiry at CGovernment House
on Saturday & representative of the
West Australion was informed of
the reason why the 8.P.C.A. have not
been granted the use of Government
House ballrcom for their annual ball
this year. It was stated that objection
ftad been taken to the use of the
room by the society on the ground
that the ball had developed, during
recent years, Irom a semi-private
ingtitution, where admission was more
or less regulated by invitation, into
an open ball, practically without
restriction as to admittance, and, as
spuch, was not a fit function for Govern-

ment, House. It was further stated

that the Society was not so urgently
in need of funds es to be deserving
of the special concession asked for ;
on the contrary, it was in a sound
financiael condition. At the same time
vegret was expressed at the faet
that suitable halls are so few in Perth.
I think it would have been very much
better if no explanation at all had been
given rather than that one of this
nature should be put foward, because
itdis untrue to say that that function
wa3 of a semi-private nature, or that
the society does not need the revenue.
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I have been to the ball on occasions
and I wish to say it is untrue to
suggest that anything ever went on
there that was not in accordance with
decorum and decent behaviour. The
5.P.C.A. are en absolutely undenomina-
tional eoncern, and the business people
of the metropolitan area, as well as
the Qovernment railways, have suffered
a losa through the inability of the society
to obtain Government House ball room
for their function. From two to twenty
guineas is paid by ladies for their dresses
for this event and this money being
kept out of circulation must have had
& bad effect on trade in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. CGeorge:
are glad.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The society,
finding thet their main source of revenue
has been taken from them, are about to
approach the Government for an in-
creazed subsidy. The society which have
done such good work receive a subsidy
of only £100 & year from the Government.
This year, through their inability to hold
the ball, they will lose £400, and I sin-
cerely trust the Government will re-
compense them to that extent.

Mr, Broun: There are other places
where they could go.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is
no other place for a big function of this
kind.

Perhaps the husbands

Mr. George: They could have got
Queen’'s Hall,
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Queen’s

Hall would not suit the society. The
Government Houte ball room cost £30,000
of the people’s money to construct and it
ig only used three or four times a year.

Mr. Gieorge: Turn up the debate on
the conatruction of it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON 1 have
read it. What I want to urge is that
the Government should consider the
desirability, when the present Governor's
term of office is about to expire, to
remove CGovernment House to &not.her
site altogether.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mm-
ister) : The Government have eany
amount of money.
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Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON This removal
could be done at a great profit to the
people. Wae are living in o period when
city improvements and beautifying gener-
ally is the object of the people in modern
and civilised communities. If we go
along St. George's-terrace, we find that
Stirling Square, which consists of only
¢ acres 1 roocd 18 perches, is at times
congested with people, and that it is
the only breathing space in this central
portion of the City. Yet at the same
time we find alongside that ovver-
ecrowded public garden the Clovernor’s

- private prounds consisting of no lesa than
14 mereds 1 rood 9 perches of land,
eminently adapted by its situation and
by nature for a public park for the
benefit of the people. I am just as loyal
as the member for Murray-Wellington
and I want to see the representative of
the King, whoever he may be while we
have one, suitably acecommodated.
It would be very pgood business
for the Government and the people of
Perth if the Government built a new,
modern residence for the next Governor
who comes here. Now is the time to
start if it is to be ready for his accom-
modation in eighteen months time. It
could he built at Crawley or some other
sach desirable place, and the whole of
the present Government House gardens,
consisting of some 14 acres, could be
made into & magnificent public park for

the benefit of the people. The pre-
sent Government House could be
used for Government offices. This
could and should be done. Then the

ballroom could be made a State institution
and not a Covernor's institution. It
would be under the control of the Govern-
ment, just the same as is the Government
Observatory. If this were done the
Governor c¢ould have it for levees or
functions for which he might require
it, and the Giovernment, in their wisdom,
and remembering it was built with
£30,00¢ of the people’s money, could
lend it to different charities, so that
the whole of the people would get & fair
measure of benefit from the use of the
room.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: A very interesting proposition.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It is a very
simple propesition and one that ought
to commend itself to the approval of
the democrat who has just spoken.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister): Not to any reasonable mind.
+Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Still it
ought to, In bringing this matter for-

ward I am not actuated with any desire
to see the society get the ballroom this
year, because I doubt wvery much if
they would take it if it were offered to
them. I imagine that even if the olive
branch were held out from Government
House to the society it would not be
accepted. In regard to the Speech
before the House, I am pleased to see
that & maternity hospital is being
established for the training of midwives,
and I hope that in accordance with their
policy the Government will also authorige
the establishment of maternity wards
at the district hospitals in the varicus
outback centres.

Hon W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : There are, in the most important
districts.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I am glad of
that, as such & ward is required at
Narrogin. The £5 bonus dees not give
gufficient help, and the socner a number
of maternity wards are established the
better. I would like to urge on the
Attorney General the necessity of appoint-
ing a Crown defender. I have had a
good many letters irom people who have
been put to congiderable annoyance
and great expense through having charges
levelled against them in the ecriminal
court, charges of which they have been
found to be innocent. The duty of the
Government is to see that every
citizen receives justice, and it is
not just to bring up & man on a criminal
charge, and to pay the expenses of the
proseoution, and when that man is
proved innocent by a jury of his fellows
to have him ruined fnancially through
the expense to which he has been
wrongly put by the action of the prose-
cution. In other parts of the civilised
world a Crown defender has been
appointed, notably in California, with
the same duties and same powers as
the Crown prosecutor. The State has
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recognised the principle already, becauss
in all capital charges it finds a Crown
defender for the accused if he is unable to
do it for himself. 1If it is & wrong thing
to hang an innocent man because he has
not enough money to obtain proper legal
defence for himself, it is wrong to give
8 man seven years or even seven days if
he is innocent, and because he has been
found guilty through not having a
proper defence.

Mr. Ellott : But the Attorney Gieneral
lets them out.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hope the
Government will take this matter up.
The citizens of the State do not want a
man to be convicted wrongly, and the
only fair way is for the State to take
the responsibility of finding & Crown de-
fender. 1 would like, in conclusion, to
say that in my opinion the work of the
Government, asdisclosed in the Governor’s
Speech and known to me generelly, has
more then justified the action of the
people in putting them into power two
and three-quaerter years ago. I think
the Government, with their magnificent
record of achievement, can go to the
country with every confidence of a sure
and certain return. The Government
have opencd up the country and have
shown their faith in it ; they have built
public works from end to end of it,
with their magnificent policy of railway
construction, and above all they have
put forward measure after mesasure for
the social improvement and betterment
of the condition of the people. 1t is true
that most of those latter measures have
been thrown out by the Upper House ;
it is true that the country is not nearly
so prosperous and the peopls not nearly
s0 happy es they would havoe been if our
legislation had been carried into effect.
We have to fight that Upper House
and find means, through a Veto Bill or
any other way, to get the noble policy
of the Labour party on the statute-book.
During the last three ycars we have had
a good Government. What we want
for the coming three years is the return
of that Govermment to power, sound
administration and good seasons. I am
sure that if we heve good seasons, we
will have the other two essentials aa
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long as the Labour party are in power ;
and if this country is only blessed with
good seasons aiso 1 am satisfed that
the Labour Government will safely
steer the ship of State into the harbour
of proaperity. .

Mr. MecDOWALL (Coolgardie): 1 do
not intend to occupy the attention of
the House for more than a few minutes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Move the ad-
Jourmmnent; we want to cateh Lhe last
train,

Mr. MeDOWALL: T am afraid you
will nol cateh the last train fo-night.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you not take

a motion for the adjournment, Mr,
Speaker?
Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot while the

lton. member for Coolgardie is on his
feet.

Mr. McDOWALL: 1 am willing to give
way it there is any intention to adjourn
the debate, but 1 do not think there is
the slightest intention to do that. How-
ever, 1 am only going to oecupy the time
of the House for a few minutes. I wish
to congratulate the CGovernment on the
cxcellent Governor’s Speech which has
been presented. On locking at this docu-
ment, one realises that the country is
full of prosperity, that the agrienltural
industry, the gold mining industry, and
all other industries, are flourishing.

Hon, Frank Wilson: All on paper.

Mr. MeDOWATL: 1t is a magnificent
document I must confess, and it shows the
unbounded confidence we have in the
State. When we contemplate it we realise
that it is almost impossible to pull it
to pieces. Bul notwithstanding the mag-
nifieence of the report, the leader of the
Onposition  diseredits it to the ntmost
possible extent.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is not cor-
rect.

Mr. Underwood: He says there is a
reign of chaos.

Mr, McDOWALL: The leader of the
Opposition complained of the progress
and contended that everything had heen
initiated by himself.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is no ques-
tion that many of the things were iniki-
ated by the Liberals.
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Mr. MeDOWALL: The hon. member
for Northam {Hon. J. Mitchell) adopted
the same atlitude as his leader, and there-
fore, ohe is at a loss to understand what
the Labour Government have done.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It is not worth
begging the question the leader of the
Opposition contends that the Govern-
ment have done nothing.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing but mis-
manage things,

Mr. MeDOWALL: They have done
everything. This reminds me of a show

I saw in the historie town of Coolgardie.
The man in charge of (he waxworks con-
nected with this show was a bit of a
crank, which perhaps improves the illus-
tration. He had manufactured the wax
figures, and he contemplated them with
great satisfaction, just as the leader of
the Opposition regards the works of his
Government. The man pointed to his
waxen figures, and declaimed, “My work,
my work; this is all my work.,” So it is
with the leader of the Opposition.
We find him gazing at his splendid work
and musing, ‘*The Labour Government
have done nothing, and the Liberal Gov-
ernment have done everything.”” T am
pleased that the gold vield has increased
during the vear, and I trust that the
Ministry will give a little more attention
Lo the industry. All said and done, gold
mining is the ehief industry of the Stale,
Notwithstanding all that might be said
to Lhe contrary by the Country party
and others, gold mining is still the main-
stay of “Western Australia. Tt distri-
butes the greatest amount of money and
produces the greatest item of export,
and therefore the industry should re-
ceive every possible consideration. There
is a question in connection with the Min-
ing DNevelopment Act to which I desire
to direct attention. Tf a loan is made and
the mine is developed fo a certain ex-
tent and then falls in to the Crown, only
m the event of it becoming payvable do
the new lessees pay for the work pre-
viously done. There is a ceriain amount
of reason for adopting this attitnde. If
a shaft is sunk and the people taking

over the mine subsequently use that shaft,
it is not unreasonable that they should
be asked to reimburse the Government
in respect of the value of that work. But
the people on the goldfields cannot ap-
preciate this argument, and I suggest
that we might make a clean sheet of all
these loans and start over again.

Hon. I*rank Wilson: What are you go-
ing to do with them? You have re-
newed Lhem all lately.

Mr. MeDOWALL. There are leases
sueh as the Undaunted and the Redemp-
tion in Coclgardie, and others in vorions
parts of the State to which loans have
been made. It would be wise if the Gov-
ernment cleaned the slate in respect to
these loans and threw the leases open
to people to work as they please. At the
present time people are allowed lo take
up tliese leases, and are not asked to pay
for the value of the workings unless
they use them and the mine is a payable
propusition.  But it is of no use arguing
in favour of this arrangement willi (he
peeple concerned. They ask why they
should he encumbered with the lability
of the persons who preceded them, and
consequently I ask that the slate should
be cleared of this elass of proposition.
IF this is done, it means that we will be
practically doing away with the Mining
Tlevelopment Aet hecanse the Govern-
ment wiil not lend money without se-
enritv. Tt will be wueh better o do
away  with this law, and let penrle
know what assistanee they are likely fo
receive from the Government in eonnee-
fion wilh mining matters. I have no in-
tention of debating any ofher matters
this evening because of the lateness of
the hour, and 1 understand that other
members desire to address the House. T
would urge the Minister for lines, how-
ever, to look into the question I have
ruised, and asceriain whether it is pos-
sible to du away with the restrictions
whieh at present exist. In conclusion, I
eongralulate the Government on the splen-
did record of work outlined in the Speech,
and on the prosperity of the country in
general. Three vears ago T predieted
that the acts of the Government would
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be of sueh a nature as to warrant the
return of the Labour party to power at
the following general eleetions. I trust
that my prophecy will be fulfilled in its
entirety.
Mr. BROUN moved—
That the debale be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with
the following result ;—
Ayes .. ..
Noes .. . .. 16
Majority against .. 10

AvES,
Mr. Broun Mr. Monger
Mr. Elliolt Mr. P. Wilson
Mr. Male Mr, Wisdom
(Teller).
Nors,
Mr. Angwin i Mr. McDowal!
Mr. Belion L' Mr, Mcleod
Mr. Chesson i Mr. Mullany
Mr, Foley i Mr. Munsie
Mr. Jobpsten v Mr. Thomas
M¥r. lLander { Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lewis | Mr. Walker
Mr. McDonald I Mr. Underwood
{ Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans): Although
the hour is late, I cannot allow this op-
portunity te go without having a word or
two to say upon the address which His
Excellency bas been pleased to deliver
on the oeccasion of the opening of the
fourth session of the present Parlia-
ment, and to reply to some of the criti-
cism whiech has been levelled apainst
the Government by some of the members
of the Opposition, and also to deal with
some of the matters contained in the
Speech. First of all, Mr. Speaker, [
wish o deal with the items contained in
the Speech that will be considered by
this House during the present session.
We first come to the question of con-
stitutional reform. A good deal has
has been said by the two previous speak-
ers under this head, and I do not intend
to deal very fully with it. I want to
point out, Myr. Speaker, that in no State
of the Commonwealth, and probably no
self-governing dominion within the Brit-

‘The other measures contained
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ish Empire, is there as mueh necessity
for constitutional reform for the pur-

pose of reforming the second Chamber,
than there is in the State of Western
Anstralia. Just at the present time we
are practically in the throes of a Federal
election, and 1 notiee in to-day’s paper
ibat the Prime Minister, Mr, Cook, in
his Poliey speech made at Parramatta,
said as tollows:—f¢The present position
had become inlolerable by the action of
the Senate in blocking the will of the
people.” T want to econtrast the action
of the Senate, emphasising the point that
it is elected by dual franchise, with the
actions of our own Legislative Couneil,
The Senate have practically blocked one
Bill only, whereas our Legislative Coun-
il have bloeked dozens of measures dur-
iog the life of this Parliament,
whiech would have meant prosperity
to individuals throughout this
State. at all  events to a great
mass of the people of Western Australia.
T hope that the Government, when they in-
troduce this Rill, will not be satisfied with
its mere rejection by the Upper House
and T also trnst that it will be dealt with
at ihe forthecoming eleetions, when I am
fairly confident the Scaddan Government
will be again returned with a fair ma-
jority. I do say that if, within 12 months
of their returning after the next elections,
they deem it advisable (o put this country
to the expense of another general election
they will force something to be dore to
give to the prople of the State the right
to rule themselves by a popular vote. An-
other item conlained in the Speech is the
Iniliative and Referendum, with which 1
am ahsolutely in accord, but T realise that
unless we can get a reform of the Upper
Chamber it sowe way, we have no pos-
sible hope of ever placing upon the stat-
ute book of Western Australia the Bill
known as the Initiative and Referendum.
in the
Speech have most of them been dealt with.
Two of the Bills have been discussed in
this Chamber on two previous oceasions,
namely, the Trrigation Bill and the Traffic
Bill. 1 trust that on this oceasion they
will receive more generous support at the
hands of the opponents of progress in
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this State, and that these measures, at all
evenis, become law. I also wish to con-
gratulate the Government upon again en-
deavouring to have passed the railway

from Esperance northwards. T helieve
that, on this oceasion, with the represen-
tatives we have in the Upper House of
our own party, and the representatives of
the Country party, we will succeed in get-
ting that Bill placed upon the statute-
book; at all events I hope so. I want to
deal next with some of the ecriticisms of
our opponents upon the attitude of the
present Government. Of course, the main
topiec of ecriticista has been State enter-
prises, and parficularly amongst these are
the State steamers and the State butecher
shops. I have a vivid recollection that
some little time ago their chief eriticism
was aimed at the State milk supply. Firsi
of all, let me deal with the State buicher
shops. The whole of their argnment up
to date is levelled against the Govern-
ment, because they eontend that they are
going to ruin the small butcher. No doubt
the whole of their sympathies go ovut to
the small man. What does it really mean?
We have one hon. gentleman opposite
interjecting during the course of the Pre-
mier’s speech that the beef or carcases
that were being distributed at the various
meat sales were of such an insignificant
quantity that it did not make any differ-
ence. I want to know why they are
squealing so much about the State but-
cher shops if they are only retailing
such a small amount of meat. I desire Lo
quote a few figures 1o connection with the
meat industry. They have been quoted
times out of number, but I think they will
bear repetition. On the introdoction of
the Stale butcher shops, I believe the
Government went to the trouble of get-
ting an actuary to work out what it meant
to the people of the metropolitan area if
the price of imeat could be reduced by 1d.
per pound. My hon. friend opposite ar-
gued that the iniroduction of State steam-
ers and State butcher shops has not had
the desired effect of reducing the price of
meat. To that I wish to give an emphatic
denial. DPersonally 1 am in Perth pur-
chasing meat at my own door, not from
the State butcher shops, but from pri-
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vate individnals, at 1d. per pound less to-
day than I was paving previous to the
introduction of State butcher shops, I
say that every other individual in Perth
at the head of a home can do likewise it
he su desires. Not only that, Mr. Speaker,
not only has it had the effect of reducing
the price of meat, but under existing eir-
cumsianecs, with stock selling at the price
it is in the open sale yards to-day,
if the Government meat shops were net
in existence meat would be at least 2d.
or 2%d. in the pound more to the eon-
sumer to-day than it is. What does 1d.
in the pound mean to the people of the
metropolitan areat

Mr. Broun: Meat was never higher
than it is at the present time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: Yes, it was.

Mr. MUNSIE: The staiement of the
member for Beverley (Mr. Broun) is one
which, so far as T am concerned, is in-
correct. I am paying 1d. per pound less
now than I was paying before the Stale
butcher shops were established. There-
fore T contend that meat was dearer he-
fore the establishment of those shops than
it is to-day.

Mr. Broun: You are not
nearly such zood quality now.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes; as good now ay
then.

Mr. Brour:
meat now.

Mr. MUNSIE: No. The reduection of
the price of meat by 1d. per pound in the
metropolitan area means £300 per day
inte the pockets of the people. That snm
may seem rather large; but if hon. mem-
bers eare to go into the matter they will,
T helieve, find that the statistician was on
the low side when he made that estimate.
On the Fremantle and Perth divisions of
the Federal roll there are no less than
75,000 eleciors. Assuming that these
75,000 adults consume one pound of meat
per head per day, hon, members will see
that the reduction means fully €300 pec
day saved to the people. That being so,
T want to know what is the value of all
the Opposition criticism on the fact thal
the State steamers, on the balance shee!
just published, have incurred a loss of

wetting

You are getting frozen
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£23,000 for ihe year? Taking the daily
saving of £300 to the pecple at six days
per week, thal saving means £93.900 for
the (welve monthe; and when the loss of
£23,000 on ihe Siale steamers has been
deducted there siill remamms a gain of
fully £70,000 per annum. I take it that
the people of Western Australia realise
the beneficial effect of the Stale Steam-
ship Serviee in rhis connection; and 1
am perfectly satisfied that if the Liberals
were returned to power {o-morrow, they
would not dare io interfere with either
the State steamers or the State butcher
shops,

My, Elliotd: What effeet has there been
on the goldfields?

2r. MUNSIE: 1T am pleased to have
that inferjeetion.  Although 1 do not
credit {o the State steamers the whole
of the reduction in price whieh has token
Maee on ihe goldiields, | am m s position
to inform fthe hon. member that since
the estahligiment of fhe Siate Sieamship
Nervice the price of mear on the Fastern
zoldliclds has Fallea by at least 2hd.
per nound, [t is rather swrprising to me
to find (hat all this eritictam should be
levelled at the running of State sleam-
shipg- on the North-West coast. in view
aof the atlitude of the Liberal eandidates
at the recent eleciion for the North Fro-
vinee. There was no [abhour eandidate
tonlesiing that seat. The farr pentlemen
vontesling it weve all pledzed Taberals;
or perhaps T shonld sav. three pledged
| iberals. and one genfleman wiho. whilst
absolutely deelining to he pledyed, sup:-
ported the Liberal policy. Sirange (o
say, the whole of those four Liheral ean-
didates advocaled, on the hustings in the
Norih-Wesl, the conlinnance of the State
steamers on the coast. And still the Lib-
erals come into this Honse and eriticise,
and =av that if they were returnéd (o
rower to-morrow, they would wipe the
steanmship service out,

Mr. Broun: They criticised the steamerz.

Mr, MUNSTE: T am perfectly satis-
fied that even if they were retorned to
power—which is not likelv—the Liberals
wounld not dare to interfere with those
steamers. Now, with regard to the State
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milk supply, the Liberals used similar
arguments about two years ago. The
milk supply was initiated at Claremont,
and immediately upon its initiation the
same class of letiers as are now being
published in opposition to the State
steamers and the State butcheries ap-
peared in every morning’s West Ausira-
lian—most of them, probably, written by
the same man. The writers of those let-
tevs felt the deepest sympathy for the
poor dairyman., Despite all the opposi-
tion, the Government still earry on the
milk supply. They have not only sup-
pliel milk of pure quality to the hos-
pilals—and, | may specially remark, to
the Children’s Hospital—hut they have
dene so at o lesser cosl than that of the
previous inferior supply;: and on top of
that they have shown a profit of £800.
Mr. Turvey: And saved many lives.
My, MUNSIE: Yes. [ wish to empha-
sise the. poini to which the member for
Swan draws attention, thai the best of
atl the good features of ihe Government
milk supply is thal this supply has been
the meauns of saving many lives. How-
ever, since the establishment of iliat en-
terprise, (he Government have had larger
projects o engage their energies. State
saw mills, Slate brick works, and State
agrienltural iplement works have been
hrought info exislence. Strangely enough,
while the Opposition generally speaking
are prepared to utterly eondemn every
class of State enterprise, three members
of - the Opposition have gone so far as
to declare that they are not entively op-
posed to the State manufacture of agri-
eultural 1mplements. I refer to the mem-
her for York (Mr. Monger}, the member
for Northamn (Hon, J. Mitehell), and
the member for Geraldton . (Mr. FElliott).
Tn point of fael, those three hon. mem-
bers express themselves as in favour of
this partienlar State enterprise providing
the manager can do what he says he will
do. Af the same time, however. they are
doing all thev possibly can to mrevent the
manager from suecceeding. Their con-
duct. fo my mind. shows a hizh degree
of eonsistenev. Next. we have the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George)
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asserting  here  to-night that the proved by their actions that they paid
State Implement Works at Fre- morc attention to profits and dividends
manile are not manufacturing im- than to the welfare of the workers in the
plements, but are purchasing im- various indusiries of the Siate. I now

plements from abroad and re-painiing
these imported implements and theu sell-

ing them as State-manufaetured., 1 wish

to inform that hon. member
Mr. Broun: He did not say they were
not manufacturing implements.
Mr. MUNSIE: What he said was (hat

they were purchasing implements abroad,,
repainting them, and sending them out as,

State-made implements.

¥r. Broun: That is troe.

Mr. MUNSIE: He evidently knows
more about it than I know; but the point
1 want to make is that, even snpposing
the management .of the State haoplement
Works are doing as alleged, still they are
siupplying the farmer—and this is un-
doubted—with implements at prices fully
20(-per cent. lower than he eould buy those
implements from anywhere else. and that,
therefore, the works are performing a ser-
vice highly advantageous to the agrieul-
tiral induslry of this State. U'viticism
of "(he kind referred- to. reminds me
strotigly of a statement made by a genfle-
man not wany miles from where we are
sitting to-night.- It was at a funetion in
RKatamiunda {hat the gentlemnn made his
suinewhat astonishing statement. He said
that he had never entertained any feeling
hut that of unrelenting hestility to all
forms of State socialism; and very
shortly afterwards he advocated on the
floor -of the other Chamber that the Gow-
ernment should not only constrnet, but
construet and maintain, a road from
Kalamunda to Welshpool, That gentle-
man was thoroughly prepared to support
State enlerprise when it suiled himseil.

Mr. Lllioft:
ahout?

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. Mr. Sander-
son. There is another matter to whici
I desire to refer. 'Two members of the
Opposition, and especially the member
for Northam (Mon. J. Mitehell), took
strong exception to certain remarks and
interjections from this side of the House
to the effect that members opposite had

Whom are yon talking

make the sime statement, and in ease the
statement should be considered blame-
worthy, | will give veazens for it. Not
a single measure introduced dwring the
past three vears whereby the employecs
had anything to gain, but. has been streu-
nously opposed by hon. members opposite.
L will mention a few instances. There is
lhe Mines.Wegnlation Bill, The member
for Claremont (Mr. Wisdom!, referving
to that measure in his speech the other
evening, said that the Minister for Mines
in introdueiny the Bill had advocated the
appointment of workmen’s inspectors;
and the member for Claremont procceded
to ask how many inspeetors.the Minister
had appeinted since the inlroduction of
that Bill, aud had he appointed any in-
speclors sinee its introduction.  For the
hon.  member’s  information | wish to
meniion that the Minister for Mines has
appoinfed inspectors -since the Bill was
defeated, I1Purther. | wish to point ont
to themember for Claremont that theRBill
confained other elanses which were just
as valuable as that providing for the ap-
pointmenl of workmen's inspeelors. Fiost
and foremost wns< the principle of the
appointment of workmen’s inspeetors, a
prineiple which .was bitlerly opposed by
members on the other side. Then there.
was the most imporlanl feature, o my
mid, o ali the reforms {hal were asked
for i that Bill—namely, the abolition of
night shift.  That proposal again-was
bitterly opposed by every member on ihe
olher sitle of the House, and the leader
of the Opposition wenl so far as (o say
thal the men would objeel to the aholition
of night shift and that.ihe eoal miners
in New South . Wales were working three
shifts. [ would like lo inform the hon,
member that the eoal miners in New South
Wales never work three shifis, and for
many moulhs past they have only worke:d
two shifts at a few of the eollieries. A
big percentage are ~working day shift
only. The abelition of eontract, Hiting
the height of stopes and other conditions
which are likely to be of benefit to those



450

who are employed in mining have been
opposed bitterly by our friends opposite.

They have also opposed the second travel-
ling way, a thing that T can hardly imag-
ine, especialty if anyone knows anything
about mining and especially if they were
conscientious at all and were anxious to
do anything for the benefit of the em-
ployecs. Members opposite should be
guided by those who know that it is neces-
sary that a second travelling way should
he provided by law. The deplorable dis-
aster whieh happened in Tasmania would
never have occurred if there had been a
provision in the Tasmanian mining laws
such as was introduced in the Mines Regu-
lation Bill here. The re-enactmenl of the
liability clause was also opposed by our
friends opposite, as well as the granting
of certificates fo wanagers, shift bosses
and surveyors, the employment of for-
eigners, and the bringing of quarries un-
der the provision of the Aecl, so that an
mnspeetor might have them under super-
vision. Even the provision for the or-
dinary inspection of a quarry where meu
might he employed was opposed by our
friends. And they wonder why we charge
them with thinking more of profits
than those who are engaged in the indus-
try. In regard to the Workers' Compen-
sation Bill which was introduced here, the
same thing applies. While we have an
amending law on our stalute-book to-
day, it is due to the efforts of the Labour
party. The measure, however, is not what
it would have been if it had received
just trealment at the hands of those who
considered it. There were two provisions
in that measure which were introduced
by the present Government to which our
friends opposite are opposed and which
another place succeeded in  deleting.
There was the question of giving the em-
ployee the same right as the employer to
sue for a lump sum, This is only a rea-
sonable proposition. What do we findf
They give 1he employer the right to take
the employee to the court and to say that
ke shall have the amount he is to receive
assessed in that eourt, and they refuse
the right of the employee to say that he
can take lhe employer to the court to
have the amount nssessed. There is also
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the itern of payment from the date of the
accident. That was introduced here, but
it was defeated in anoiher place. May 1
read in connection with this matter por-
tion of an article which appeared in one
of the Liberal organs of this State, prac-
{ieally on the same subject. It is only in
ageord with the majority of Lhe articles
written as far as these prineiples are con-
cerned, from the Liberal standpoint. It
is headed, “Miners’ Union Policy,” Tt
deals with a ballot taken recently by the
Boulder hranch of the Federated Miners’
Union, in connection with the abolition of
accident pay, and, after ridieuling the
officials for putting that ballot before the
men, the arficle goes on—

What makes the malingerer mostly?
Ii is the present method of expending
aceident pay. A man must be off work
two weeks before he gets hali-pay from
the mines and half-pay from the
unions, and it stands to reason that if
a mishap keeps a man unemployed,
eay. six davs, he is not going to work
urtil the full fortnight is np—that is
if he can get out of it. If the trucker
or bogger is hurt for six days and he
goes back to work at the end of that
peried, he works the second six days
for nothing. If he remains off for the
fortnight he gets just as mueh as if he
were in the mine, so what is the in-
dncement for him to go back? That is
the reason there are so many who feign
incapacity and why the funds of the
union are so depleted. If a more com-
fortable position is desired as regards
aceident pay the union should pay in
proportion to the incapacity. A man
should not be encouraged, as he is now,
to take a fortnight's spell instead of a
week’s. and we have not the slightest
doubt that if men were given half-pay
from the time of their accident right
up to the period when they were cer-
tified sound, the hottom of the aceident
fund hag would not be so near:

The Bonlder branch, against which this
eriticism is directed, has not only since ils
existence given accident pay from the
date of the accident, but sinece the pas-
sage of the Workers’ Compensation Aect
in 1902, right up to some 12 months ago,
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paid an extra amount of aceident money
from the date of the accident for the first
forinight, to tide the injured man over
his difficulty, because he was not allowed
to receive anything under the Workers’
Compensation Aet. This is about on a
par with most of the eriticisius levelled at
the Labour party and their actions.
There are one or twe other matters I
want to refer to, principally in connee-
tion with the mining industry, and while
speaking on that industry 1 want to deal
with a couple of subjeets which were re-
ferred to recently, as a matler of faet, on
the third of the present month, at a ecivie
reception at I{algootlie tendered to Mr.
G. C. Klug, the general manager for
Bewick, Moreing & Co. for Western Aus-
tralia. Tn one of the speeches delivered
we find that Mr. Hamilton, the general
manager of the Great Boulder mine—
whose speech was fairly fully reported
in the Kalgoorlie Miner, and it was also
vopied by the West Australian—that gen-
tleman bewailed the fact that the men on
the Murchison had refused to work under
the contract system, and he went on to
say ihat the loeal Press and many publie
men were deploring the faet that mining
companies were investing their money
elsewhere, and that if they wanted the
- companies to spend more money in the
development of mining in this Stale, it
was necessary for the workers to offer
some atiraction instead of hunting it
away hy regulations which bampered
mining and did mo good to anyone. There
is not mueh neeessity for me to deal with
Mr. Familton’s speech. The other speech
I wish to refer to was, to use a sporting
phrase, menitioned as “having also
spoken.”  Luekily, however, there was
another journal in the distriet which hap-
pened to have a representative present,
and that representative reported what
was raid. [ refer to the speech made by
Mr. R. 8. Black, manager of the Kalgurli
gold mine, who followed Mr. Hamilton.
This iz what he was reported to have
said—

Mr. R. 8. Black, manager of the
Kalgurli G.M,, followed, and merely
mentioning Mr. Klug’s name in pass-
ing, proceeded to open out in a most
bitter attack on all and sundry who
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presumed or pretended to know any-
thing about or to express any opinion
about the mining industry. Tt had
heen stated that the mining industry
was on the up-grade, but that opinion
was by no means general by those whe
knew anvthing about it. In his opinion
the industry was declining,
A beantiful statement for a man manag-
ing a big mine lo make at a public gath-
ering.
and one of the reasons was thal it had
so many enemies. So many people
knew so much more about what was
good for the industry than those en-
raged in it. The chief enemies, how-
ever, which the industry bad to contend
with lere were the members of Parlia-
ment, and particularly those members
whu had been returned for these gold-
fields. They knew absolutely nothing
about the mining industry, but Mr.
Kirwan and the others got up in the
Iouse and gave utterance to a lot of
platitudes, and talked a lot of uoun-
sense, and did everything they possibly
could to hamper the industry in every
conceivable manner, It was deplorable
that the industry should be maligned
in the manner it was by these men.
Mr. Black then weni on to do a little
waligning of the industry on his own
aceount, IHe said that they must not
think because there was a temporary
increase in the gold yield and an ap-
parent improvement in the mining in-
dustry, that this wounld be permanent.
The Government were claiming eredit
for the increased vield, but he could
not see what they had done to help the
mining industry, and even if they were
responsible for the increase, be was
sure every extra cunee of gold pro-
ducerd had cost 14 oz. to recover. No
indostry could stand up against the
hampering restrictions placed upon it
by the Government, and the twaddle
tfalked on the subject by members of
Parliament. He felt it was time that
responsible men stood up and made
some protest. They had the best min-
ing laws in the world if they were
properly and systematically adminis-
tered. But they were not. The men
who got up in Parliament and said
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that the men in control of the mines
were hearitless and inhnman monsters
were ialking rubbish. 1t was the men
in Parliament who were injuring
the whole indusiry, and he felt
it was his duty to protest against
their aitempts to ruin the indns-
iry. He agreed with Mr. Hamilton
that the econiract system must stand.
It was the besi possible svstem for
both management and wen. Some of
those aroumd him seemed inelined to
langh at his remarks. bui he could as-
sure them he was very serious,
In  conneetion with this remarkable
speech delivered by a manager of one of
the principal mines on the Golden Mile,
I want to give (hat gentleman and the
electors of this couniry from the floor of
{iis House some informalion, if they de
not know it, of what the Government have
done to assist the mining industrv. First
of all let me say that the Government
provided a water supply at Ora Danda
at a cost of £43,000,

My, Elhiott: The Liberals did that,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Liberals never
even Jul a pick in lthe ground; they

Promised if, and that was about as far
as ihey wenl. "The introduction of the
water scheme. 1 want to poini out, cu-
abled the Great Viclorious mine for
months and months to declare a profit of
£1,000 a month. This Government also
established a waler snpply at Marvel
Loeh which onr Liberal friends promised
for years. Their poliey at the last elee-
ttons ineluded a railway from Southern
Crass to Marvel Loch, but that had never
been asked for. What was wanted was
a water supply. 'Fhe present Government
also assisted many mines hy enabling
them to carry out cheap boring. This
lias also had a verv beneficial effect in
many instances. partientarly around
Southern Cross, The Government also
contemplate the erection of a dry treat-
ment plant in Walgoorlie. Whelher this
s eonsummated or not will rely a good
deal, I believe, on the reports which the
Government will receive from their offi-
cers. 1 want to impress upon the Gov-
ernment the absolute necessity of doing
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something in this dircetion. There is vo
question that so far as tributing on the
Kalgoorlie fleld is concerned it is almost
at an end unless the tribulers can get
some reasonable ireatment for their sul-
phide ore. We have had this spectacle
in Kalgoorlie for the last seven or eight
months, vight up to the time the Govern-
ment mooted the introduclion of a dry
reatment plant, lhat there has been only
one company on the field prepared to
purchase, and that at their own price,
the eoncentrates Erom any tribulers work-
ing sulphide ores. What do we find now?
It is no sooner anncunced that the Gov-
ernment intend to evect a dry freatment
plant than we bave almost all and sundry
of the eompanies having treatment planis
on the goldfields, offering to huy con-
centrates,  Why 2 Simply in an en-
deavuur to block the Government from
puiting the treatment plant there; and
if the CGovernment turn down the pro-
position we will have the old position
again, and ihe tributers will not be able
lo dispose of oue ounce of their con-
centtates,  If the Government erect the
rlant it will warrant the expenditure,
[ algoorlie is a field of such nature that
Lhe longer it is in existence now the
grealer the necessity for providing some
kiudl of system for the sulphide ores. The
oxidisell ores arve practically worked out
so far as tribuling is concerned. We have
some 90 or 100 men making a living by
prospocting or tribuling®in the Adistrict.
They will soon be starved ount unless they
wvet some better method of treatment than
they have al present. After reading the
speech delivered by (his mine manager, T
want lo refer hrielly to another Iliitle
speech made in London reeently by Mr.
Dooletle, the ehairman of direclors of the
Great Boulder Proprietary. At (hat
neeting Mr. Doolette regretted the faet
that the Goveroment of Western Aus-
tralia were not doing more than they were
to encourage prospecting in the State.
He confended that it was the duty of the
Government (o equip prospecting parties

-and send them out to see if they eould

not discover new mining fields. He went
on at great length, practicaily abusing the
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Governmment for the attitude they were
adopting in eonnection with mining. Yet
be is the chairman of a company fhat has
paid just on 4% millions in dividends on
a paid-up capital of £175,000, and the
only tlhing that company has done to
assist prospeeting or anything else n
Western Australia was the erection of a
small drinking fonntain in Vietoria Park,
Kalgoorlie.

AMr, Elliott:
figures?

Mr. MUNSIE: From the June returns
of the Great Boulder, whiech showed that
they had paid within very little of 434
millions in dividends, and that the paid-
up capital, not all of which is called uy,
is £175,000. They have paid that huge
sum in dividends, yet they never spent
one penny in prospeeting or enconraging
prospecting in Western Australia. I am
prepared to admit that they have a mine
in Alaska, where Mr. Hamilton is going
in the near future, and I am prepared at
the same time to say that this country will
nol miss him. They also have a mine in
Vicloria; but in Western Australia they
have done practieally nothing. Yet (hese
are the men who get up and erilicise {he
Government on the score that they are
not doing anvihing to encourage mining.

Mr. Broun: T wish I had what they
have spent on prospecting.

Mr. MUNSIE: After having listened
to the speech delivered by Mr. Black in
Kalgoorlie T am pleased to think that we
had other gentlemen present who. T be-
lieve, have a greater knowledge of the
resources of mining, and of mining gen-
erally, than even Mr. Black. T refer Lo
the geologist, Mr. Larcombe, a gentleman
whom every member will hold in the high-
esf esteem., Mr. Larcombe said:

He  Dbelieved Western Australia
offered more and better opportunities
for the investment of eapital than any
other eountry in the world. We had a
country which covered a million square
miles of territory, fully two thirds of
which was available for mining pur-
poses. He had absolute confidence in

. the splendid future there was before
the State. He was no optimist, but he

Where do you get the

463

had no time for pessimists, We must
acknowledge the greatness and wagni-
tude of the industry, the returns from
which for a period of 11 years aver-
aged £400 per annum for every man
engaged in the industry.
For 11 years in the State—and they ery
out about the amount the men ask for
wages—for every man employed in or
about a mine in Western Australia there
was produced £400 per annum. The
average (he men reccived was far short of
£300, leaving a eclear profit of £100 per
annum per man for the employers, Mr.
Larcombe’s speech continues— :

Past and present Governments had
done everything in their power fo de-
velop the industry, and deserved every
eredit for their wise and vigorous
poliey in this respect. The mining in-
dustry and farming combined in time
to come would make Western Australia
the most prosperous Stale in Ausira-
lia, Only ihe other day he had met a
man who had travelled over the whole
warld prospecting and seeking mining
country, and he had come back to
Western Australia now becavse he
found it offered the best opporiunifies
of any country for the prospector and
invesior, -

Then we have Mr. (treenard, one of our
chief inspeciors, whose remarks wera re-
ported as follows:—

Mr. Greenard was equally cheertul
in his views regarding the prospects
of the mining indusiry, Tt was a com-
plete surprise to- him to hear from
Messrs Hamilton and Black that the
coniract system in the mines must be
adhered to if the efficiency of the min-
cr’s work was to be maintained. He
thought there was another side to the

_ question, which he would not then di-
late on. FHe certainly could not agree
with those gentlemen, or believe Ehat
the depression at present in the indus-
try—if there was a depression—was
attributable to the eauses stated by
them, and knowing what he did about
the industry he could not understand
how any sensible person in Western
Australia eould have “cold feet” re-
garding its prospects.
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T am pleased indeed ihat these two gen-
tlemen happencd to be present when we
had this great pessimist, a man whose
speech—if it was made publie—has done
more to injure the mining indusiry in
Western Australia than all the speeches
delivered by members of Parliagnent since
Responsible Government. As an oft-set
we have these other two gentlemen put-
ting the brighter side of the ease, which
was the true one. To cowme to some of
the speeches made in the course of the
debate on the Address-in-Reply, let me
deal with that of the member for York
(Mr. Monger), who entered into a strong
tirade against the tyranny of uvnionism.
He dealt with the unjust atfitude, as he
called it, of unionism and unions lowards
the foreigner, Personally T am a believer
m and supporter of the provision in the
Mines Regulation Bill to limit to one in
ten the number of foreizners working in a
mine. As for accepting a foreigner as
a mnionist and then not allowing him the
privileges enjoyed by anyone else, I say
that if a foreigner wishes to secure the
same privileges as the Brilisher, he should
take the same responsibilities and become
a naturalised British subjeet; then he will
zet all the benefits which unionism brings
to- the Britisher., Coming to the state-
ments made by the member for Pingelly
{(Mr. Harper), I may sav that I was
rather surprised to hear that gentleman
in his effort to try to persuade the peo-
ple of the State that his much quoted
remarks of last session would not lead
anyone to believe that he advoecated black
labonr for Western Australia. At all
-gvents he eonveyed that impression to me.
‘Let me read that portion of the hon.
‘member’s speech, and then ask hon. mem-
bers what consituction they would put
atpon it. The hon. member said—

Much as members on the Govern-
ment side wil! ridicule the idea, T main-
tain if we had the same cheap labour
which is obtainable in South Africa we
would have more white men employed
in Western Australia as bosses.

The Minister for Mines: Are you
advoeating it%

Mr. Harper : The gold resources
of Western Australia, right up to Pil-
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bara, are magnificent, and, given the
conditions prevailing in South Africa,
an enormous humber of mines would be
working in this State to-day, and West-
ern Australia wonld have a popula-
tion of millions of people, and white
people at that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Black people;

you would ruin the country.

Mr. Harper: The hon, member
knows nothing about it, There are
120,000 people in Johannesburg. whiie
people all living in luxury and making
large sums of money, practically for-
tunes,

The Miunisier for Mines: Qut of sla-
very.

Mr, Harper : The while men who
hoss the kalfirs make £50. £60 and up
to £100 a month, and they do no work
but supervise the kaffirs at work. The
action of Mr. Deakin, when Prime
Minisier of Australia and of Sir
Jdoseph Ward, the then Prime Minister
of New Zealand, in interfering in con-
neetion with the importation into South
Africa of Chihamen, was ridienlons and
absurd, They did not understand the
position.

Tf that was not leading the people to be-
lieve that he was in favour of black
labour in Weslern Australia, he had a
poor way of expressing his disapproval
of it, T believe that when the eleetions
come round the aititnde the present Gov-
ernment have adopted in endeavouring
to place their platform on the statute-
hools, and to earry out all their promises
to the people of Western Aunstralia dur-
ing their term of office will not only be
the means of maintaining the present
majority, but I believe that after the
next election the Seaddan Government
will come hack to power with an inereased
majority.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley): I regret the
Government are forcing members at
this hour to speak on the Address-in-
reply.

The Attorney General: We have had
three weeks at it, yon know.

Mr. BROUN: Yes, 1 know that; but
members did not expect fo be called on to
speak Lhis evening at this late hour, other-
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wise we might have taken an opportunity
of getting in a bit earlier. I noticed at
an earlier stage that members on the
other side were quickly upon their feet,
two or three at a time, and no one else
could get an opportunity of taking the
floor. T am not going to detain the Hense
very long, beecause a great deal I
might have said wonld be a repe-
tition of what has already been said.
1 have listened lo the speeches of hon.
mewmbers on the Government side, and [
was surprised at the manner in which
they tried to hide under a cloak the faults
of the Government, whom they are pledged
by ecaueus to support. Congratulations
have been extended to individual Mini-
sters and to the Government as a whole,
and in fact, hon. members would almost
convert a listener to believe that the Trea-
surer is capable of guiding the ship of
State suceessfully and safely to its des-
tiny, But we have only to consider the
state of the finances to know that this
is very far from the true fact of the case.
Hon. members on the Government side
have to pin themselves closely to their
principles, and it is only natural that
they pledge themselves to support a po-
licy to legislate for practically one class
of the communily only. It does not mat-
ter what becomes of the counlry, or how
much harm their legislation dees to the
advancement of the Stafe as a whole; they
are pledged to support a policy, and they
have to do so. Nevertheless, it is deplor-
able to think that the people should have
to tolerale party Government. It 13
a great pity that the diffieulty cannot be
overcome and thai we eannot do away
with party polities and class legislation
entirely.

Mr. Munsie: It is a pity the Liberals
did not think so long ago.

Mr. BROUN: I hope T will live to see
the day when the legislation of the coun-
try will be carried on by a body of men
represeniing the State, who will do their
best for the people as a whole, and for
the advanceraent of the State. At the
present fime this is not so, and it has
been particularly marked during (he term
of the present Government. The bad ad-
ministration of the Government is res-
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ponsible for the large defieii which has
been piled up during the last three years,
and which now amounts to vearly half a
million pounds. The Government have
made many mistakes, and their mistakes
are responsible for the deficit. 1 was sur-
prised lo hear the Premier say that the
farmers were responsible for the major
portion of the defieit. I did not think
that the Premier would have had the au-
dacity to blame the poor old farmers for
ihis.

{ The Deputy Speaker (Mr, McDowall}
took the Chair.] '

Hon, Frank Wilson: They blame any-
one bt themselves.

The Attorney General: The Premier
only explained how it was accounted for.

My, BROUN: In my opinion the farm-
ers are not responsible for the deficit,
but the bad administration of the Govern-
ment and the undertaking of State trad-
ing concerns, 1 regret that the Govern-
ment practically refuse or bar or gag
mermbers on this side of the House when-
ever they endeavour to obtain any infor-
malion.

The Attorney General: Oh, no.

Mr. BROUN: This is so. We ask
questions relating to many things, not ont
of mere inquisitiveness, and ihese ques-
tions are not answered. We receive either
a curl reply, or a reply which a man of
ordinary intelligence eannot understand.
The least the Government ean do is to
exiend a liltle courtesy to us and answer
some of the questions we ask them. If
we ask a question of very little impori-
ance it is answered, but why is it that
the others are not replied to? If we ask
questions relating Lo the finances, or to
lhe administration of the State trading
coneerns, we are unable to seeure answers.
Is there anything underlying these con-
cerng which the Government are afraid to
reveal? 1f there is not, the information
wonld be given,

The Attorney General: It is given.

Mr. BROUN: If is not given, We do
not receive answers Lo our questions, and
very often correct replies are nol given.
A question was asked by the hon, member
for Claremont (dr. Wisdom) the other
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day in refrard to the number of sarveyors
emploved by the Government, and the
Minister staled tihat there were 37 in the
field. Oit the same evening I met a gen-
tlemai’ who is a snrveyor, and who is in
a position (o know, and he informed me
ihﬂ'i only seven theodolites were in use by
lma Governmenl al the present time,
MY, K. B. Johnston: The Minister's
answer is correet.

“ My, BROUN: How does the hon. mem-
ber know?

JFhe  Altorney General: 1t is more
I1I\elv to be correel than tlmt of o man who
i« c‘mmllv asked.

. BROUX: The I’remier blamed ihe
i':u'mel's for the major poriion of the de-
Heit.

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): You must liave met that surveyor
to-nighl.

Alr. BROUN : No, 1 did not,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): The answer was given only this
evening,

Mr. BROUN: i1 was not referring lo
the guestion answered (o-day, but fo a
similar question answered last week.

Hon, W, (. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sier) : The nuswer was given to-night.

Mro LB, Jolinston:
ing  little-tafrle  against
stalements,

Mr, BROUX: 1 am nol one who ae-
repls htfle tattle; the hon. member must
hut judee ne bv himself. 1 do not stand
'N sireel corners and pick up this out-
siele inlormation like he daes.

Ton. W, €. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : The answer given lo-nighl is eor-
rect,

My, BROUN: 1 was not referring lo
ihai answer, The Minister replied to n
question last weck.

" Hono W, ¢, Apgwin (Honorary Mini-
ster}: This is the only nneshon asked
aboutl surveyors.

Mr, Wisdown: T asked one last week.

AMr., BROUN: There was a previous
queslion.  The amount of money which
the Premier claims should have heen paid
by (he farmers is money which will be
received by the Treasurer, and is repre-
senled by deferred rents, interest on
moneys due to the Agricultural Bank,

You are aceepi-
the Minisier's
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and compound inferest on deferred rents.
All of this money owing by the farmers
will eveninally be paid-into the Treasury.
If the farmers leave their holdings, the
(uvernment will have the benefit of the
improvements and of the pioneering work
they have carriesl out. Therefore, [(he
Premier need not be in the least alarmed
thal (his amount is outslanding.  The
Tarmer is not responsible for the full
amount of the deficit, or for anything like
it. The muney absorbed by State trad-
ing concerns and the inerease in salaries
to Lhe fune of elose on £200,000 paid dur-
ing the last three years would have more
than wiped oul the deficit,

AMr. Underwood: Whieh trading con-
cerns do you refer to?

Mr. BROUN: All of them. The steam-
ships, brickworks, timber mills, and im-
plement works, rej:resent money expended
for whieh there has heen no return. T
awm opposed lo the Slate implement works
manulacluring material for building. jet-
lies and other things. It is all very well
if the works are ulilised for the eonsirue-
tion of implements alone. A point em-
phasised by one of the speakers this
evenitng was that rvelating Lo (he impor-
tation and subsequent sale of machinery
by (he Goverwment. The Government
are hmporting machinery on behalf of the

implement  works., amd selling it again.
1 vefer 1o cullivaters. 1 was told ‘hy a

good authority emploved at the works
{hat the Government are nol at present
able to moanufacture ihe class of steel
required for eunltivators,

N Turvey: ls there any great harm
in imporling these wmachines 1f they are
heing =old al a reduced price?

Mr, BROUY: The Government are sel-
ling them al the price for which they can
be purchased anywhere else. But other
machines such as ploughs, binders, ete,
are being sold at a reduction. It has
been said that as much as £13 or £14 has
been saved on a single implement., T do
not approve of any Covernment manu-
facturing an implement and selling it to
the farmer if the concern is showing a
loss. The same thing is oceurring witit
regarded to the meat shops.
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Mr. Underwood: What about carrying
fertilisers ai a loss?

Mr. BROUN: Fertilisers are not be-
ing earried at a loss, but if they were car-
ried free of charge, it could not be said
that they are being carried at a loss.
The hon. member does not understand the
position, 1f manures were carried free,
the farmer would be in a position to pur-
chase a greater qouantity, and pnt more
manute ot his laud or cultivate a greater
acreage of land, and ithe Government
would secure for every additional hun-
dredweight of manure used, an extra five
or six bushels per acre of wheal io be
carricd over the railways. The freight
paid to the railways would exceed what
the Govermment wonld lose by sarrying
the fertilisers free,

Mr. Underwood: Does not that apply
to eheap machinery?

Mr. BROUN: No. | do not agree with
the Government carrying on any State
trading concern at a loss for the benefit
of oue seclion of the community. -This
is being done in conneection with the State
steamship service, and the meat shops.

Mr. Underwood: And the earriage of
fertilisers. .
+ Ar. BROUN: No. The Government
say nothing about the big loskez incurred,
and the Minisier for Lands has contra-
dicted the statement that there has been
& Joss on lhe meat shops, The Minister
said nothing about the grazing of the
stock sent to Yandanooka, or the provi-
sion of interest and sinking fund which
15 not debited to-the meat warks, and
yet the Minister tries to make the public
helieve—

Hon. W. . Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Wait until you get the accounts.

Mr. BROUN: We cannot get them, and
they are never correct when we do get
them., They do not know where they are.
- Mr. Underwood interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROUN: Thiz means a loss on
the meat shops and on the State steam-
ships.

Mr. Underwood: How much is lost?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROUN: Tt is going into the
pockets of the people never to he recov-
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ered. This is not the case with the as-
sistance rendered to the farmer. What-
ever deficit is incurred through the far-
wner, the money is there to be had, but
the money that you are giving away
through the wmeat shops and the Slate
gteamships will never be recovered.

Mr, Underwood: We have not lost any
money on the meat shops.

Mr. BROUN: We are giving money
to one seefion of the people and not to
another.

Mr., Underwood: The hon. member is
making a wrong stalement.

Mr. BROUN: | am speaking the truth,
but the hon. member does not like it.

Mr. Underwood: 1 know it is not true.

Mr. BROUN: I say it is troe.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! [
shall have to deal very severely with
somebody soon.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Start right in,
Wir.

A r. BROUN: I would like to refer to
a question which was dealt with one day
lasi week,

The DEPUTY SPEAKFER: What
Hansard iz the hon. member quoting
from?

Mr. BROUN: Last week's Hansard.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot

“allow the hon. member to read it.

Ar. BROUN: Or to wmake a stale-
ment 3 : o

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cer-
tainly not. .

Mr. BROUN: In regard to State
stenmships and meal shops, I feel cer-
iain that there is no profit being made.

Mr. Underwood: T say there is.

Mr. BROUN: Any one with any com-
mon sense af all knows that that is not
S0,

Mr. Underwood: I say there is. -

Mr. BROUN: Those hon. members who
have a little common sense and who know
a little bit about business ean realise and
judge for themselves whether there is a
profit or not. We find the Minister mak-
ing a statement that he is selling meat
at 4d. a 1b. less than the ordinary rates.
Bnoyers are to be seen in the yards pur-
chasing stock for the Govermment at 94,
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and over 9d. per lb. wholesale. They
kill it here and bring it up to their shops
and sell it to the public, or rather only
one section of the publie, at a reduetion
of 4d. per b, What meat shops in the
world could hope to make a profit when
being conducted in sueh a way?

Mr. Underwood: You are not allowing
for the pelt and the wool,

Mr. BROUN: Personally I am not able
to buy 1 lb. of meai even if I desire
to do so, because I am not a regular ens-
tomer of the State butcher shops. I
heard an hon. member make a state-
ment the other night in condemning these
State steamships, that he placed the re-
sponsibility for the purchase of the
Western Australia upon Captain Gregory
and Sir Newton Moore.

Mr. Underwood: That is right.

Mr. BROUN: If these gentlemen were
responsible for the purehase of that boat,
why was it that the Government was wills
ing fo place Sir Newton Moore back in
office as Agent General for a further
term ¥

Mr. Underwood: That is one of the
mistakes of the Government,

Mr, BROUN: If Sir Newion Moore
made that mistake in purchasing a boat
of that kind, he had no right to be rein-
stated in the position that he oceupies.

Mr. Underwood: He has no right.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
wonld remind hon., members that there is
such a clause in the Standing Orders as
Clanse 73. If somchody does not take
eare ont he will go under Clause 73.

Mr, BROUN: Auvyhow the State trad-
ing concerns np to date are responsible
for a large amount of the deficit and they
are likely to conlinze a very unsatisfac-
- tory business for a considerable time to
come,

Mr, Turvey: Are you in favour of any
State trading enterprises at all®

Mr. BROUN: If the concerns are pro-
fitable and they show a little money over
and above the cost of running them.

Mr. Underwood: Are you opposed to
the implement works?

Mr. BROUN: I have already answered
that question and I am not going to an-
swer it again.
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Mr. Underwood: Are you in faveur of
State freeziny works at Wyndham$

Mr. Monger: What a silly question,

Mr. BROUN: I wouold like to say a
few words in regard to the land question.
This land question has not been discussed
at any very great length by hon. members
on ecither side of the House, and hardly
mentioned at all by the Premier and his
colleagues, 1 regard this guestion of the
settlement of lands in Western Australia
as being of vital importance to our ¢oun-
try. Knowing tbat we have sueh a con-
siderable area of land spread throughont
the good rainfall belt, which is at the
present time not utilised, I think the Min-
ister for Lands could have made at least
some effort in (he direction of having
most of tats country settled. There is no
oceasion, as the Minister for Lands has
been doing, io go further afield than the
ex-Minister for Lands (the hon. Mr. Mit-
chell}) did, Tt would have been far better
if he had directed his altention to those
areas that are already served by railways
and those areas for which railways have
already been promised. There is a con-
siderable amount of land in these areas
which is unocecupied and also a large
amount which is already occupied, but on
which very heavy pricea have been put.

Mr. Underwood: By whom?

Mr. BROUN: 1 believe that a Com-
mission bas been appointed to go into this
question, but I regret that it bas taken ihe
Government practically three years to do
anything in this direction. I believe that
the frst effort the Minister for Lands
shonld have made immediately he got inte
power should have been to appoint a Com-
mission to go into the question of the re-
classification of lands and reduce the up-
set priees placed npon them. In many iu-
stances they could have been reduced hy
at least 50 per cent.

Member: Who made the elassification?

¥r. BROUN: If this question has
been asked once it has been asked 100
times.

Mr. Underwood:
answer it%

Mr. BROUX: Yes. If hon. members
will lock np the speech made last year,

Are you prepared tc
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they will find the answer. I have left out
the question as to who is responsible.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Bigger prieces
are put upon the land to-day than ever in
our time,

Mr, BROUN: I think that the Minis-
ter for Lands has been lax in his duty in
uot having a reclassification of these lands
made., I am somewhat surprised to see
that he has a gentleman appointed a:
chairman to the Commission who was
praetically one of those responsible for
the high prices placed on the lands, He,
with Mr. Mitchell, was responsible for
the high priees and it is probably only
natural that that gentleman would et
like now to reduce the price of land to
any considerable extent.

Mr. Wisdom: Will the farmers take
their original priee for the land?

Mr. BROUN: Thousands of them out
on those dry areas of the eastern disiriets
would do so.

Hon, Frank Wilson: How is it they
are charging more to-day?

Mr, BROUN: 1 do not know that they
are. I am not aware of that. T am only
just speaking of the land out east and
T very much regret that the Minister is
not making a special eflort to do some-
thing to relieve those men who are settled
in that portion of the State. Of course I
will admit that there was a number of
them who were never suitable for, or cap-
able of making a success on, the land.

Mr. Underwood: Who put them there?

Mr. BROUN: There are not many
such cases; they are few and far between.
Of course we do meet with & certain
number who are unable to make 2 sue-
cess of any undertaking. This is so with
a few of those people who go upon the
land. A great majority of them have
gone upon the land with good intentions.
They bave worked very hard indeed and
not only the men themselves but the
wives and children have also worked very
hard. Frequently we go out into these
areas and find the women folk out in the
field helping their husbands in clearing and
doing other hard work, Theymake a special
effort to turn things out suecessfully.
They spend what little capital they have
ou improvemenis but unfortunately they
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have found that the rents are so high that
they are unable to pay them, anc thar
they are so bound down that there is ne
possible hope of their getting away from
their holdings. This is the unfortunate
part of it. Had the value of the land
been nominal they would have had muel
moure money to devote to clearing and im-
proving, and wounld have had a better o)-
portunity of reaping some benefit
from their work, and would have
had far more ehance of keeping
their heads above water. In these
areas there is a considerable amount of
sand plain country. A lot of this is good
conntry for growing eorn within a reason-
able distance of the railways that are put
down. In my opinion all these lands
should be thrown open for selection, up
to certain areas, practically free, and the
persons taking up this land should be
compelled to do a eertain amount in the
way of improvementis, By that means we
would utilise the whole of our lands in a
very short time and whatever was pro-
duced on these lands would be put upon
the railways and would greatly assist in
the direction of making the railways pay-
able propositions.

Mr. Underwood: And give the land
monopolisers a chanece of getting in,

Mr. BROUN: No chance whatever.
If a proper Land Aect or proper regula-
tions were put into foree it would do
away wilh all monopolies. It is ounly a
dream of the hon. member.

Mr. Underwood: How many acres
have you got?
Mr. BROUN: Tt is exactly the same,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, with their lease-
hold system. I think the faet that this
is a plank on the Lahour platform has
caused the Ministers not {o take any very
great interest in the administration of
lands in Western Australia. The Govern-
ment found that the people would not go
and take up land on the leasehold system,
and even hon. members themselves on the
opposite side go in for freehold; there-
fore they did not take a very great in-
terest in it.

Mr. Underwood: You never gave them
a chance to have leasehold.
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1 dclock am.

Mr. BROUN: The chance has been
there ever since the present Government
came into power. Not very long ago
there was a report made in regard to the
utilisation of the poison lands in Western
Australia, [ have already mentioned the
sand plain country, but there was a re-
port made, as a resolt of an inquiry, in
1911, and sent along Lhen, T believe, lo
the Acting Premier, }r, Gregory, and to
the Under Seeretary for Lands, re-
lating to lhese poison lands and
practically all that couniry south of
the Greal Scuthern railway, That re-
port states that there are 1,300,000
acres of unselected poison land in thai
area. [ have gone through the report,
which is a very good one indeed, and in
my opinion deserves consideration at ihe
hands of the Government, who should do
all they can to have this ecountry utilised.
The major portion 6f it is already served
by railways practically within a reason-
able distance, and the portion which is not
within a reasonable distance would be
reached by the line expected to zo from
Narrvogin to Armadale and the line ex-
pected to go at some time or other from
Brookton to Armadale. There is also a
report made by the Agrieuliural Raii-
ways Advisory Board some time ago rela-
tive to this line. I-think that report wa=
made in the year prior to the preseng
Qovernment taking offiee. With regard to
this line, the advisory board suggested
first of all an extension of the Pinjarrah-
Hotham railway to Narrogin off the 14-
Mile Brook, the section from the junction
to the 14-Mile Brook to be treated as por-
tion of the trunk line which would go
from Narrogin to Pinjarvah. If the line
were puk throngh from Narregin to Pin-
jarrah there would be a saving of 32 miies
to all who wanted to send their produce
to Fremantle. Then the board advised that
a line ought to be built frem Brookton
to near Armadale or from the Greal
Sonthern railway hetween Beverley and
Pinjarrah, JIf this were done, an area
of 560,000 acres would be served. The
board state that this line will run throngh
a large area of unsetiled country, tap a
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very fine forest of wandoo on Crown land,
render more aceessible to the market some
country containing useful jarrah, and
serve all the country along the valley of
the West Dale. The board alse report thal
another important feature of this pro-
prosal is that it would junction with the
Brookton-Korrigin  line, from which o
large wheat irafiic is expected. 1f this line
were consiructed there would be a saving
fo all settlers on the Great Southern rail-
way of 41 miles from Brookton to Fre-
mantle, as compared with the- distance
they have to send their produce at present
from Brookton to Fremantle via Spen-
cer’s Brook. That is a very important
consideration indeed, because all the pro-
duce practically from the Wickepin-Nar-
rogin railway would come down the
Brookton-Iorrigin line and then go from
Brookton direct to Fremantle. Thus
there would be a saving of 4s. one way
for the conveyanee of produce, and an-
other saving on fertilisers and so forth
the other way. A considerable amount of
wear on the rallways and also of labour
would be saved if the proposal were
adopted, and I therefore think it should be
taken into serious consideration by the
Government. In any ease there is a large
numhber of seltlers, as we know, in the
western area extending towards Armadale,
and a number of them are as far away
from a railway as 30 miles, over which
distance. as 1 have said before, they have
io cart their produce. Tf the line were pui
through from Brookton to Armadale, it
would not only serve all the counfry men-
tioned in the report of the board, but it
would bring these settlers into close touch
with the railway and enable them to make
farming profitable. At the present time
they are eompelled to go in largely for
sheep raising, and to leave the farming
to a considerable extent, although they
grow a fair quantity of oats for the stoek
they keep. The district is one of the best
in Western Australia for mixed farming,
and a railway puot through it must prove
a paving proposition. I have been wait-
ing to hear from the Minister for Works
in regard to that railway. Some time
ago when in the distriet the Minister in-
formed the people that in all probability
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a Bill wonld be broughi in this session,
but I do not observe any mention of it.

Member: You have the Narrogin rail-
way instead.

Mr. BROUN: That is because Narrogin
is represenied hy a member on the oppos-
ite side. As regards sehools in outback
areas, while the residents of P’erth have
free edneation from the kindergarien to
the University, in the back eountry large
numbers of children are unable to obtain
any eduecation whatever. It is deplorabls
indeed to go out amongst them and see
a number of nice little children growing
up without receiving any education what-
ever,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister) : This State is doing more for edu-
cation than any other State in the Com-
monwealth is doing.

Mr. BROUN: Yes, but the Government
might have refrained from going so far
as a free University, and instead of that
liave spent money in the direction of pro-
viding more sebools for the children in
the backblocks. .
~Mr. Underwood: Who established the
University?

Mr. BROUN: I said, a free university,
It was certainly not the intenfion of the
previous Government to make the Uni-
versity free. In my opinion it has no
right whatever to be free. Af the present
time there must be a certain number of
children within a three-mile radius before
a teacher is provided by the Government.
1 consider that the radius should be done
away with altogether, As long as there
were a number of children in a district
who would go to school, say, twelve or
ten, a school and a teacher should be pro-
vided hy the Government.

Mr, Folev: 'That is done in many parts
of the State now.

Mr. BROUN: It has been refused in
my district, You must have ten children
within a three-mile radius, or you cannot
get a school.

Mr. Underwood : It must be a poor old
distriet where you cannot get thal number
of children.

Mr. BROUN: The hon. member knows
nothing about my district. The majority
of the men who come out there are bach-
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elors. 1 (rust the Government will do
something in the direetion 1 have indi-
cated, and it possible abolish altogether
the three-mile radius. Another question
which 1 had intended to refer to, as it had
not been mentioned by any member
prior to lo-day, was the bulk handling of
wheat. However, as the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johoston) bas
already spoken at some length on that
question, there is no oceasion for me to
gay very much on the point. 1 am very
sorry that the Government have not taken
some action in the direction of the bulk
handling of wheat. They are already go-
ing to considerable expense in order to
make provision for the coming harvest—

Air. Underwood: Do you think it will
pay?

Mr. BROUN: Kunowing that there
would be a big saving to the State, some-
thing like £30,000. Tt ecosts the farmers
about £80,000 for the bags used for
wheat, and in return for that I do not
suppose they get more than about £30,000,
I realise, of course, that the bulk band-
ling of wheat represents a heavy expen-
diture, and that i« is almoest im-
possible for the Government af pres-
ent to wundertake the bulk handhing
of wheat throughout the railway system;
but T should like to see some elevators
established on the jetty to receive the
wheat, Chutes might be fixed up Lo re-
ceive the wheat at the wharf. The bags
would be ripped open and lhe wheat run
into the chutes, and then the bags which
were branded would be returned as
empties over the railways to the far-
mers.  Under these conditions, the bags
if used with care would last for three
years in suceession, so that the eost per
bag would be about 3d. instead of, as
at present, 8d.

Mr. Underwood:
scheme would pay?

Mr. BROUN: There is no use in my
answering any question of the member
for Pilbara, because he has not any com-
monsense, and would not understand.
Another matter T wish to refer to is the
Avondale estate. I asked a qnestion of
the Minister for Lands in reference to

Do you think the
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this estate, and be informed me of what
} knew already. It was stated by the
Government previously that the esiate
had been set apart for an agricultural
college, and that this matter was under
the consideration of the Government. 1t
has now been under the eonsideration
of the Government for about three years,
and it is still there, A large poriion of
the estate is practically lying idle, T am
sorry to say. In all, about 3,600 acres
have been reserved, and out of that area
only about 2,000 acres are used, and that
only for grazing. Timber is growing up
in huge thickets on the estate, and it is
almost impossible to ride through the
greater porlion of thé area. Tt is dis-
creditable that this estate should be lying
idle, and it will eost the Government a
considerable amount of money to eclear
the paddocks.

Mr. Underwood: It cost a considerable
amount of money in the first instance.

Mr, BROUN: There is no reason why
it shonld cost the State any more than
it has already cosl.

Mr. Underwood: T do not think I
would mention that estate if I were you.

Mr. BROUN: 1 mention it because, as
1 pointed out before, the estate could
have been sold five times over at the
price set down by the previous Govern-
ment.

Mr. Underwood: 1t was a swindle that
never worked.

Mr, BROUN: The hon. member him-
self knows that offers were made to the
Minister for Lands and were absolutely
turned down and refused.

Mr. Underwood: Why did not the pre-
vipus Minister for Lands sell it?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROUN: The previous Govern-
ment had not the time to do it.

Mr. Underwood: Tt was one of the
grealest. swindles ever perpetrated in
Western Australia.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

My, Male: Is the hon. member in order
in referring to the purchase of that
estate as the greatest swindle ever per-
jretrated in Australia? Tt is a reflection
on the previous Government.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have

called the hon. member to order.

Mr. Underwood: I did not say it was
the greatest swindle, but it is awong the
greal ones,

Mr. BROUN: 1 hope the Government

.will do something to establish an agri-

cultural college there as soon as possible.
Practieally no rents are derived from the
estate as it is held by the Government at
the present lime, and 1 consider the dis-
trict should bave some little benefil and
advantage from it, 1 do not intend to
detain (he House any longer. There are
other items on which I intended to offer
some remarks, but it is getting early in
the morning and 1 know that there are
other members who wish o speak. All
I can say is that 1 hope the country will
still continue to prosper. T an pleased
that we have at last had a general rain.
Though it has not been a heavy fall, it
will no doubt prove highly heneficial to
the State as a whole. T trust we will have
a good year, and by having a good year,
the country will prosper in spite of the
bad administration of the Government
at present in power.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue): 1 rise to say a
few words on the Address-in-reply, and
mn doing so 1 wish to congraiulate the
Government on the appointments which
they have made to the Supreme Court
Beneh, the appointments of Mr., Justiece
MeMillan in suceession to Sir S. H. Par-
ker as Chief Justice, and of Mr, North-
more to the posifion of puisne judge.
In Mr. Justice Northmore we have a
rentleman who is recognised as one of
the leading lights in the legal profession
and who has many estimable qualities
which fit him for this position. T also
desire to econgratulate the Government on
the re-appointment of 8ir Newton Moore
as Agent General for this State. T
would request the Government to advise
him, however, to instruct the medieal
officers who control the examination
of immigrants to exereise a closer in-
spection of the people who are sent ont
here. 1t has eome under my notire
during the past few weeks that one im-
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migrant wlo landed here had not been
in the State for more than a couple of
tmonths before he died from cancer. This
proves to me that the medieal inspection
at the other end is not all that is de-
sired. | have also been eredibly informed
that other immigrants have landed here,
and after a few months have been ad-
mitted as patienls to the West Subiaco
hospital suffering from tubereulosis. If
Lhere was a close medical inspection at
the porl of ewmbarkation this slate of
affairs would not exist. I believe in im-
migration. If this eountry wishes to
prosper we must have immigrants, but
they must be of the right sort. The
country has enough sick of its own to
provide for without Importing them
from the old counlry, 1 wish to say
that 1 approve of the enterprises which
the Scaddan Ministry have embarked up-
on, more particularly the State steam-
ghips, about which we have had so much
criticism from members of the Opposi-
tion. I remember well, before ihe 1911
eiections, all the candidates who were
standing in the Labour interests pledged
Ihemselves, if returned, to suppuort a line
ot steamers on the North-West ecoast.
When the Scaddan Government were re-
turned they lost no time in establishing
this serviee. They stepped in and gave
facilities for the shipment of catile fo
the southern ports of the State, benefit-
ing the people of the North-¥est, par-
ticularly those in a small way, and who
had not had a beast shipped for over
two yecars. With regard to the State im-
plement works, 1 also tender my congrat-
ulations Lo the Government on making
them an accomplished fact. T have been
through the works on two oveeasions, and
1 am satisfied from what I have heard
from the manager, Mr. Davies, that, not
only are those works turning out an ar-
ticle superior to that supplied by private
euterprise, but the price is 25 per cent.
cheaper. This is eertainly beneficial to
the seltlers, At the works there is to be
found an efficient staff, who are engaged
in not only turning out ihese inplemenls
but on works of a varied nature. The
Opposition have contended that a work-
shop of that description could not be-
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come efficient. That argument, however,

is noi sound. The manager assures me
that he has 10 mouths’ orders ahead of
biw for small implements, and that a
big section of his workmen are engaged
on their manufacture, while wany are oe-
capied in doing work for departments,
such as railways and harbours and rivers.
I am quite satisfied that in Mr, Davies
we have an efficient maunager, who ¢on-
trols a staff of competent workmen.
Everything is carried out as would be
done by private enterprise. One ean go
through the works and give a nod of re-
cognition to a workman which will be
acknowledged, but the workman will not
for o moment cease the work he is en-
goged on. This proves that the super-
vision is all that can be desired. I have
also been assured by Mr. Davies that he
is showing a profit at these works. With
regard to the worlkers’ homes, the Scad-
dan Ministry have also my approval. They
are catering for a section of the commun-
ity who are not in a position to help
themselves. We all know that men work-
ing for 9s, or 10s. a day invariably be-
come victims of the raek-renting land-
lord. The Seaddun Governmenl in put-
ting up thess howes, places which are
suitable for the requirements of working
men with faniilies, are providing them
at what wight be regarded as the mo-
derate rent of 12s. Gd., and for the houses
which are worth, say, £560, the oceupants
have 30 years in which o pay off the
amount. Fortunately this is doing good
service to the workers of this State, In
connection with the brickworks, 1 also
approve of the action of the Government.
The priee of bricks is put down at £3
a thousand. That is what the State is
paying private enterprise. In New Sonth
Wales the Government started brick
works, and the cosl given out for the
Lriecks was 19s. at the works, and 22s.
delivered. 1If our State can manufacture
them at even 30s., this will mean an im-
mense saving in the eonstroetion of wor-
kers’ homes. 1 am a great believer in
day labour. My opinion is that wherever
it is carried out under proper supervision
better results are always obtained than
under contraect. '
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Mr. Wisdom: Where will you get the
supervision ¥

Mr. CHESSON: Put a suitable man
in charge and you will get it.  The
nationalisation of the ferries seems to
have given satisfaction, and according to

the figures furnisbed by the member
for Canning (Mr. Lewis) there is no
chance ol the people desiring the
service to be returned to private

enterprise. 1 also think that the Govern-
ment are to be eommended for increasing
the amount which will be availahle for
the Agrienlural Bank from 3% to 4
millions, This is a big thing for a small
population like that of Western Austra-
lia. The Government are also to he eon-
gratnlated for increasing the amount
whieh ¢an be bhorrowed from £730 to
£2,000. T do not think anyone on the
Liberal side of the House ¢an say that
the Government are not doing anything
to assist the primary producer. We have
only to remember what the Government
have done for them in connection with the
sapply of fertilisers, and the foregoing
of rents, and the extension of waler to
many disiricts. In  fact, the pruoary
producer has heen given every possible
chanee to successfully establish himself
on ihe land. This proves that the Labour
Government are catering for all seetions
of (he community. There is one matter
[ wish to refer to, and it is the ireatment
reccived by the Mines Regulation Bill in
roing through the Legislative Counecil.
Members who have had any experience
in mining know that every man workiny
in a mine is an advoeate of the abolition
of the night shift. T am satisfied that
when the Bill comes before the House on
the next oecasion we shall even find the
Chamber of Mines supporting the aboli-
tion of night shiff, The Great Fingal
mine has abolished night shift, This
eourse is advoeated from a health point
of view. We know from experience that
if a mine i3 given eight hours’ spell it has
au opportunity to sweeten up. T{ will
then take another 16 hours before the
mine will heat up again. From a health
point of view it is essential that the mine
should be free for this peried, and it is
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also a matter of impossibility in the
summer months for men engaged in night
work to sleep during the hours of the day.
And also see the effect it bas on the wives
and children. The wife has to be up at
six o’clock in the morning getting the
children off to school and prepuaring her
hushand’s  breakfast. Then she is
larassed the whele day in keeping the
younger wmembers of the family away
from the hushand in orde: that he may
huve wn opportunity ot sleeping.  She
is up Gl 12 o’clock midnight to see him
off to work again, making 18 hours on
lrer feet. So not only the hushand but
the wite also finds the abolilion of night
shift something highly to be desired, A
provision for the appointment of cheek
wispectors was also rejected. We advoeate
such appointmenis hecause we wish to
see the mining regulations carried out.
It is impossible for the Government in-
syeclor to see to everything, i have
known rises wo up 200 and 300 feet with-
out anything like adequate ventilation, Tf
we huad eheek inspectors this sorl of thing
would be attended io. On the Murchison
and North Coolgardie fields we took o
vute on the question of contract. The
vote resulted in a len to one majority
against (he system. We know from ex-
perience what eontract has done for the
workers. The last Royal Commission
thai sal were told by an Italian miner
who had had over 200 men working for
lim that 80 per eent. of them had died as
the result of working eoniract. Tn four
vears we contribnted £987 in donations
to assist men stricken with miners’
phthisis. men who mostly had worked on
contract. Nearly the whole of the monev
collected went to assist miners whe had
earned good moncy under coniract, but
who were practically dying as the result
of the strain. Then, of course, it fell to
the lot of the workers fo provide for
them, According to the Governor’s Speech
the sanitorium af Wooroloo is nearly
completed. For this the Government
are to be congrainlated, for eventnally
& good many miners suffering from
phthisis will avail themselves of this
home before they are actually past medi-
cal aid, Reference is also made in the
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Speech ‘lo the inlention of the Govern-
“ment to provide a sum of money in order
lo assist Lhe miners and the mining eom-
panies fo set up an insurance scheme.
This 1s a very good move. For many
"years [ have held the opinion that the eost
of any injuries sustained In that industry
“shiould be borne by the indusiry; but the
- amount of money we have had to disburse
for the assistance of injured people has
cotne out of Lhe pockels of the miner,
and not those of the eompany., Any
scheme which will assist the miner and
make provision for him when slricken
down is to be highly cemmended, In
“Germany the Government provide a eer-
tain amouni, while the eompanies and
the miners also contribule (o the scheme.
The German doclors counlend that there
.is no ehance of curing the body unléss
the mind is at rest, and that to cure

miners’ phthisis it is necessary to take
it in the early stages. That is our ex-
perience ou Lhe Murchison also, Every

case we have sent to the Coolgardie sani-
torium has died, because we cannot get
these men to go to the sanitorinm until
they are actually beyond medieal aid. If
we could only wet a seheme under whieh
provision would be made for the mainten-
ance of the wife and family, it would
take n loi off rhe hushand's mind, and
we might i{hen ibduee him {0 go info a
saniforium before it was too lale, 1 am
thoroughly in aceord with the provision
for resirvieting the .employment of for-
eigners in mines. Qur experience is that
the foreigner draws four or five times as
mueh in aceident pay as does the Briti-
sher. Ivery oppottunity is given for the
foreigner to become naturalised. e has
only to reside in Western Australia for
two years, when the way is open to him.
Every credit must be given tn the Great
Fingall Company for what they are doing
in respect to ventilation, and on this
seore also credit should be given to the
“local inspector of mines. Im the Great
Fingall fans are now employed to draw
ihe bad air ihrongh the upeast. This has
the effect of lowering the temperature
- some 12 degrees in the bottom level. They
_ have doors down below which cause the
air to split and eirenlate” through the

conlrael as “lazy” men,
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mine, and as [ say, every credit must be
given to the management for what they
have done in respect to ventilating the
mine, And, be it noted, ihe manager hag
lold we that he is getting better results
in conscquence.  Previously the men had
to work in a humid heat so trying that
they disearded their shiris, whereas now
they ean work in comfort, and the com-
pany is gelting better resulls. A good
few comments have been made in regard
to the industrial trouble at Youanmi.
The member for York {Mr. Monger) re-
ferred Lo the men who wonld not take
The hon, member
has had no experience of the men on the
Cue fiells, We have there men who re-
quire no supervision whatever, who ecan
take their places in any mine and give
cvery satisfaclion.  As for the “tyranny
of unionism” at Youanmi, a ballol was
taken in the disfriel a couple of years
ago, anid it was found that the men were
Lretty well unanimously against contract.
Those few men who went into the You-
anmi mines and took conirael against the
rules of the union were branded as social
nuteasts,  The same thing would ocenr
if a man Adid anything else contrary to
the wishes of his fellow-uniomsts. It
nalurally followed that the boarding
louses did not care about supplying
those men with food. As to dviving them
ot of Lhe town, it is absurd,

Hon., Frank Wilson: They were
henndeed ont.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. CHESSON: They were not
hounded out, The statement was contra
dicted by the secretary of the miners’
unjon, and 1 would prefer to take his
word against that of the manager of the
Youanmi mine,

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was sworn evi-
dence. They hounded even the woman
out of her home. ‘

Mr. CHESSON : The ewmployers are
always ready to get sworn allidavits in
connection with any trouble,

Hon. Frank: Wilson: : Did they not
lhound those 12 men out of Youanmif
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Mr. CHESSON: No. They were not
hounded out. The people would not asso-
ciate with them, and the boardinghouse
keepers would not take them, and that
was tho whole {rouble, The men ostra-
cised them, That was all.

Hon. Frank Wilson. They hounded
them oul of Sandstone as well.

Mr. CHESSON: The employer is very
ready lo take out affidavits when any
irouble arises, as for instance in the ease
of the {rouble in the building trade, and
alse in that of the industrial trouble at
Geraldton, where the men were proceeded
against and fined. There was also irouble
at the Baddera mine. A case was ciled
before the Arbitration Court and should
have been heard in December, but the
hearing was postponed until Mareh, and
while it was pending, a notice was posted
stating that on and after a certain dale
a reduction would be made in the men’s
wages. This was purely a lock-out. The
Baddera unnion is affiliated with the Mur-
chison miners’ union, and the secretary
of the latter body was sent down to en-
deavour to come to an agreement, pend-
ing the liearing of the case. Negotiations
were opened and an  agreemenl  was
arrived at that (he award sheuld be made
reirospeetive,  The inspector contented
ithat the aclion of the employers amounted
1o a lock-gut, but the Murchison ecouneil
were nol anxious fo prosecufe them. The
arbitration award subsequently proved
satisfactory. T mention this to show that
m at least one instance of a lock-ont the
men took a more merciful view of the
situation than the employers usually fake,
Hon. members talk about the tyranny
of unionists but they forget to mention
the tyranny of employers.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did the men take
a merciful view when they went lo that
woman’s house and threatened to burn
it?

Mr, Foley: Who was that?

Hon. Frank Wilson: The engine man,
Gill.

Mr. Tolev: Has that staiement been
aworn to?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes. . .

Mr. Foley: No, it is atill before the
«Court.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CHESSON: The leader of the
Opposition is regarding this matter
from only one point of view.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I saw the evi
dence.

Mr. CHESSON: I have seen men
earrying their swags through the Mur-
chison black-listed because they had
given evidence to endeavour to hetter
the conditions of their fellow em-
ployees, or to secure justice in the
case of an accident. There is
no mention of the tyranny of em-
ployers in such instances as these, but
when some little action is taken by the
employees it is heralded from one end
of the State to the other. The Gov-
ernment should give all possible assist-
ance to the squatter in the outback
districts, by opening up the stock routes
and keeping them open. One squatter
who was passing through the Murchison
with some stock found that the wind-
lass or trough at one of the water-holes
was in such & bad stete that he was
unable to water the stock; and & good
few head were lost in consequence. The
Government should assist the squatters
because they are among the pioneers

of the State. .
Hon. Frank Wilson: They are the
fat men, you know.

Mr. CHESSON: In my district they
are struggling men, and when they ex-
perience two or three bad seasons they
find themselves in the hands of the banks.
These men should be provided with
facilities to get their stock to market,
and their claims should receive as much
consideration as those of settlers in the
agricultural areas. Every encourage-
ment too, should be given to the genuine
prospector. I am afraid that the pros-
pector in this State is dying out. The
younger men do not as a rule go out
prospecting. When a prospector re-
guires a turnout, it should be sufficient
for him to show to the warden that he
is a genumine prospector. There should
be no occagion for him to come to the
City and lodge an application here. In
the past men who have been good talkers
have come to Perth and have secured
turnouts, although they were quite in-
experienced and without knowledge of
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prospecting. The Government deserve
to be complimented upon having pro-
vided free education from the kinder.
garten to the University. In the big
centres, day continuation classes should
be established. Smart boys ory girls
might reach the seventh standard at
12 years of age, and as it is necessary
for them to continue at school until
they are 14 years of age, there is no
opportunity for them to advance. In
such big centres as the Murchison, the
Government ought to establish day
continuation classes for their benefit.
I hope that the Wongan Hills-Mullews
line will be pushed forward expeditiously.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why is it not
open for traffic ?

Mr. CHESSON : This line will afford
better facilities for getting from Perth
to the Murchison. When the line is
opened, a dining car should be provided
for the convenience of the Murchison
people.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why are not
they running the traffic through now ?

Mr. CHESSON : I do not know. The
present railway service to the Murchison
iz not ell that can be desired. The
trains leave for Perth at 4-40 a.m. on
Monday, 3-3¢ am. on Tuesday and
Thursday, and 5 a.m. on Wednesday
end Friday. The 3-30 a.m. train is
called the ‘'sloper’'s™ train, because
people who do not wish to pay their way
generally avail themselves of this train
to leave the district. On Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday, the train
arrives at 11-30 p.m. and it is often
two or three hours late. ‘We are entitled
to a better railway service and I hope
that the Government will undertake
to provide it. I am pleased to know
that there has been an increase in the
output of gold and timber. I wish to
compliment the Government upon the
good work they have achieved during
their term of office, and I think that the
next elections will resnlt in the people
saying to them ° Well-done, good and
faithful servants, as you have served
us faithfully for the last three years,
you shall continue to serve us.’’ This,
I think, will be the verdict of the people
at the next elections.”

L Y

»

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies): In rising
to support the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply, I desire to say
that until & few minutes ago I had no
intention of speaking, but seeing that
this debate has now been carried to such
a length, I do not desire to be one of the
very few members in this House who
have not had something to say upon it.
I will not occeupy any time in con-
gratulating the Government on the
good work they have done. The pecple
of Wustern Awustralia know quite well
what the Scaddan Government have
accompliched, and will show due appre -
ciation for their work when the time
comes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They will.

Mr. MULLANY:  When speaking
on the Address-in-reply in the session
before last, I stated, and I believe
I had the support of the hon. member
for Swan (Mr. Turvey), that the Address-
in-reply was entirely unnecessary. My
experience since then has fully borne-
out the impression I had then formed.
During the last three weeks hon. members.
have assernbled here, and we have not
got one bit further with the legislation
which it is proposed to deal with this
sesgion. The whole time has been
occupied in party recriminations and
hon. members have almost got back to
schoolboy days with their retorts, “ You
did " and * You did not.” The Premier,
on the one hand, has rightly explained
the work which the Government have
endeavoured to earry out, and the
Opposition, on the other hand, have
endeavoured to pull his statement to
pieces, Whilst the debate on the
Address-in-reply is proceeding, there
appears to be no desire to get on with
the business of the State ; each member
seemns to be imbued with an idea simply
and solely to boost his ¢wn party or
his own party’s politics. The Address-
in-reply is to a great extent farcical
Fifty members have devoted three weeks
to this debate and have really not
touched the work which they were
sent here to do, and it is time that we
considered our position in this matter.
The State steamships, the financial
position, the deficit, the Mines Regulation,
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Irrigation, and Traffic Bills, weights and
measures, oState sawmills, and the
powellising agreements have been dealt
with in & general hotch potch, and no
hon. member could clearly state what
has been said on one or other of the
subjects. When we have business before
us which we ¢an clearly debate, I can
understand and I do not mind sitting
here even to such a late hour as this, but
in a pgeneral discussion which leads
nowhere it would be well if some scheme
could be devised to cut out some of
these inordinately long speeches. While
it is, perhaps, advisable that His Majesty's
representative should open Parliament,
and that the leader of the (lovernment
and the leader of the Opposition, or a few
hon. members should have something to
say with regard to the Governor's Speech,
I think hon. members would be con-
serving their own interests and doing
more for the interests of the State
if they did not speak at such length on
the Address-in-reply. Now, one would
wonder why members indulge in these
addresses, and one would think that
it is merely a case of their talking
to their constituencies. Of course they
have every right to do this, but I
think that the right time to do so
would be outside on a public platform
and not in this Chamber where we should
be dealing with the business. The
whole discussion on this Address-in-reply
simply leads us nowhers. I will con-
clude my remarks with a recommmendation
to the Government that in the future
they should endeavour to come to some
compromise with the Opposition or with
the members so that this farcical Address-
inreply could be greatly curtailed in
the future.

2 o'elock am.-

Mr. WISDOM (Claremont): I will
commence by congratulating ihe hon.
member for Menzies, and would also like
lo say that to a large extent 1 have been
anticipaied in one of the things I was
going to deal with by a previous speaker
on this Address-in-reply. 1 should prob-
ably not have spoken on Lhe Address-in-
reply had it not been thal T was struek
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with the remarks contained in the Pre-
mier’s speech and with the enunciation of
the ligh prineciples contained in it, and
beeause of the Premier’s remarkable in-
consisteney in practising the very oppo-
sile to what he preached. He started
off with a very high and proper sentiment
in stating that while not ohbjecting to
criticiam, he lias always endeavoured to
keep as near as possible to facts. He
immediately proceeded to make one of
ihe most oulrageous and inaceurnte slate-
ments with regard to the leader of the
Opposition——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Hear, hear.

Mr, WISDOM: In which he stated,
what he must have known fully to be un-
trine, that the leader of the Opposition
was sacked by fhe Premier whilst he was
Treasurer of this State. Now the Pre-
mier took the leader of the Opposition
to task for having thrown some doubt on
a statement made by him that it was
very improper for the leader of the Op-
position to doubt a stafement that he
had made as head of the Government. T
quite agree thal the Premier when mak-
ing a statement as head of the Govern-
ment should be bevond donbt altogether,
but the experience we have had there has
not led ns to aceepl the Premier’s state-
ment withoul proof. When he makes an
accusalion of that sort, which almost in
the very next breath he had to retraet,
one can hardly wonder if we on Lhis side
of the House should require proof before
accepting his statements. As an instance
of the misleading nature of his state-
ments and the false inferences that ean
be drawn from them, and sare probably
intended to be drawn by the publie, hLe
stated that under the Labour Adminis-
tration something like 34,000 people had
been added to lhe population of this
State. These ficures are entirely mis-
leading, Certainly the populalion of the
State has increased by nearly 34,000 dur-
ing the term of ollice of the present Clov-
ernment, but the Premier was very strong
in diselaiming all respousibility for the
immigration which entered this State in
17411, and not only that hut for the im-
migrants which we at that time had under
coniract to come into the State. He
claimed that it was unfortunate and he
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.regrelted that they would have to find the
money to carry out the contract for over

4,000 people, which the Liberal Gov-
ernment had arranged for, If he i3 dis-

claiming rvesponsibility for these immi-
granls, surely he ecannot claim to have
had anvthing whatever te do with the in-
creased population for whieh they have
been responsible.  Therefore, the ntmost
the present Government can claim in the
way of inereased population is 26,000
instead of 34,000, T only mention this
becanse I think it is only fair that the
people of the State should know what the
present Government is responsible for
‘and how much of that whieh is claimed
by the present Government should righily,
and could rightly, be claimed by the past
Liberal Government, Oune thing I am
glad o see is that sinee 1911, and since
the Premier has bad an oppertunity of
seeing more of the world and of visiting
England and Ameriea, his ideas on the
question of jmmigration have been cou-
siderably modified and that he has been
able to imbue the Government with his
own modified ideas—for I am glad to
hear that they have spent £200,000 on
immigration, The only regret I have is
that the expenditure of that large sum of
taonev has not resulted in more people
being brought to these shores. Tt is
rather inleresting to note, with regard to
the question of immigration, that in 1910,
the excess of emigration over immigra-
tion was 6,655. The assisted and nomi-
nated immigrants numbered 4,049, so
that the gain was 2,606 over the assisted
and nominated immigrants, leaving ont
of consideration the natural increase.
That is to say, we gained 2,606 by way of
population from soureces other than
natural increase, and other than assisted
and nominated immigrants, that is people
coming into the eountry freety from other
places. In 1911, the excess was 12465,
an increase of 2,887 over the assisted
and nominated immigrants. That was a
gain to the State of 2,887 persons leaving
out of consideration altogether the as-
sisted and nominated immigrants and the
natural increase. In 1912, the first year
of office of the Labour Government, we
lost 708 persons. That is to say, the ex-
cess of emigration over immigration was
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6,224, or 708 less than the assisted and
nominated immigrants.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter): The largest number of immigrants
that ever eame into the State. '

Mr. WISDOM: In 1913, we gained
865 only over assisted and nominated im-
migrants. TFor the five months to the 31st
May last. the excess was 579, or 271 less
than the assisted and nominated immi-
grants, Thiring the term of office of the
present Government we have rveally lost
110 of the old population hy way of emi-
gration.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): You are very clever.

Mr. WISDOM: Tt shows that if ib
had not been for the assisted and nomi-
nated immigrants, for which the Liberal
Government were responsible, and exclu-
sive of the natural inerease, we should be
losing at the present time by emigration.
T was rather amused al some of the re-
marks of the Premier with regard te his
deficit. The PPremier states, and he has
stated many tumes, that be is not ashamed
of his deficit, aud so, not heing ashamed
of it, he seeks for every possible exeunse
for that deficit. This sounds rather paro-
doxieal, but that is absolntely the posi-
tion that we find the Premier taking up.
He makes a curions claim that he has a
better right to plead adverse conditions
as an exeuse for his deficit—though why
he should plead anything for a deficit
that he is proud of, T do not know—than
the Liberal Government, hecause although
conditions prevailed similar to those
which prevailed under the previous Gov-
ernment, they were in his case, in a more
aggravated form. It is interesting io see
how far that is justified. The conditions
for the last three years were certainly
similar as far as the average yield per
acre was concerned, but so far as the
total yield was concerned the Liberal Gov-
ernment were far worse off. One of these
instances is in regard to wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): There are many instances in
which they were worse off; that is nothing
to go by.

Mr. WISDOM: During the three
years of office of the present Government,
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they had 1,294,152 bushels more than
were received during the three years of
the Liberal Government. That in itself
is a big advantage. Then again, the rev-
enne from the Commonwealth was less
during the time of the Liberal Govern-
ment, and what probably interests the
people of the State more is that there
was less taxation then. _Certainly, fas
mentioned by the Premier, the Liberal
Government during their last three years
had an inerease over the previous three
years of £438,000 in revenune. It is
interesting to see what they did with
it. In the first place they carried on the
serviges of the country with perfect satis-
faction and they saved £326,000. In the
next place, when they went ont of office,
they left an absolutely contented country.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : It did not appear so. The peo-
ple do not seem o have approved of their
actions, .

AMr. WISDOM: The country ivas more
contented and more prosperons than if
has ever been since. Let us look at the
other side of the pietnre.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
other side. :

Afr. WISDOM: During the fhree
years of the Labour Government they
have had two bumper seasons, they had
an increase in Commonwealth revenue,
an increase in the gold yield, and an in-
crease in every direction, and an in-
crease in revenue of £3,181,000, on the
previous three years.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

Yes, give the

ister}: That shows the prosperity of the
State.

Mr. WISDOAM: What did they do
with it%

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Spent it.

Mr, WISDOM: You went to the bad
at least £450,000. You had left the coun-
try in anything but a state of rest and
prosperity. The country at the present
time is in a state of unrest and uncer-
tainty, financially. The Liberals, with
pocrer seasons and with less revenue, and
notwithstanding the faet that they had
saved £326,000, reduced tazation to 22s.
7d. per capita. Labour, in spite of record
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seasons and record revenue, increased tax-
ation to 25s. 5d. per capita—an incerease
of 25, 10d. in two years. Again, the de-
ficit, after all, bas to be made up by tax-
ation, becavse the Government have ex-
hansted every other source. They have
exhausted the railways. There is na
source, other than new taxation, from
whieh the Government at present are
hikely to derive revenue to clear off their
deficit. Of course, we hear a lot about
the -trading concerus. We are told
that the Government are relying on
the trading concerns to clear off the
deficit. It seems to me, however,
that the trading concerns have been,
up to the present, and so far as we
can judge are likely to prove in the
future, a means of inereasing the defteit
and not of wiping it off. The defieit,
then, if made up by new taxation will
represent another £1 7s. 9d. per head of
the population. The Premier is fond of
stating what the Government have spent
movey in, and of asking what the Lib-
erals would cut out of the Government
programme. That guestion has been put
over and over again. So far as I am
concerned, 1 should certainly eut out most
of the trading concerns in which the Gov-
ernment have engaged; but as far as de-
velopmental works are concerned I do not
think there is anyone on this side of the
House desivous of cntting out any of the
items, But there is one thing that cer-
tainly we Liberals do contend and do
hold, and that is that we could have done
the same work of development with a
good deal less money, We do not acense
the Government so much of speuding
money in the wrong direction as far as
developmental work is concerned, but we
do accuse them of not getting valune for
the money they spend.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): What have we lost?

My, WISDOM: I think, at any rate,
that the people would understand from
the past Liberal record that if the Lib-
erals had had the same opportunity as
the present Government have had, this
country would be richer in development,
and in popnlation, and also in money.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Hear, hear.

My, Bolton: Thai is nonsense. The
Liberals had the opportunity for years
and years before this party ever got 2
chance,

My, WISDOM: The Premier also—
he wants watching, the Premier does—
confuses, and persistently confuses, rev-
enue and loan when trying to find ex-
cuses for his deficit. It is really pathetic
to watch the efforts of the Premier to
explain away the defieit of which he pro-
fesses to be so proud.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Thal is it.

Sir. WISDOM: As the hon. member
for Beverley (dr. Broun) has justly
said, the Premier has blamed the farmer.
The Prewmier says that had it not been
for the help given 1o the farmers he could
have reduced his deficit by £200,000.
Then he goes on to state that he knows
the farmers and knows the condition of
the farmers, and that to reduce the de-
ficit, or to do without a deficit, would
have affected the farmers, and that it
was betier fo have a deficit for a time
than to hurl the farmers into absolute
ruin. One would think, from the Pre-
mier’s  statements, that the far-
mer was responsible for the whole
of the defieit. But let us look into
the figures a little—and they require
some looking into. The Premier
pointed out that deferred rents
amounted to £112.683, and the inferest
on seed wheat to £7,04S, and interest ow-
ing lo the Agricullural Bank to £09,417;
a tolal owing by the farmer, and which
the Premier implied would have gone to
reduce the defieit, of £219,150. This
amonnt, the hon. gentleman siates, has
heen a charge merely on revenne aecount.
However, on ecross-examination he bad
to admit-—and he very frequently has to
make admissions when eross-examined——
that as regard the £7,048 and the £99,417
and the £20,000 owing in principal to the
Agricultwial Bank there was only the in-
terest chargeable to revenue; which modi-
fies his original statement very, very con-
siderably. The interesi and sinking fund
at 5%, per cent. would equal £6,952 in-
stead of £126,000.
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Ilon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Miui-
ster): He paid the whole of the interest
due to the Agricultural Depariment.

Mr. WISDOM: Ti is due to the Bank,
certainly; but it is not a charge on (he
revenue, It is the interest on the interest
which is a charge on the revenue. Al-
lowing the Premier the interest on Lhe in-
terest, and ihe sinking fund, it amounts
to only £6,952, Then add the renis,
£112,685, and the tofal is £119,637; not
£219,000. So the I'remier has overstated
that little bill by £100,000, a full £100,000.
But thal is nothing o the Premier. The
deficit is nothing to him.

Mr, Bolton: But you are figure-jug-
gling, You have gof mixed up. You
are reading from the wrong sheet.

Mre, WISDOAM: Another point is that
the Liberal Government had some out-
standing rent and some oufstanding in-
terest, which bave to be taken into con-
sideration, .

Mr. Bolton: And some debis.

Mr. WISDOM: No; no debis.

Mr. Bolton: Yes; outstanding debis.

Mr, WISDOM: The Liberals left the
present Government a credit balance, The
outstanding rent, at the time the Liberals
left office, would be certainly not Iess
than £40,000, and the interest owing
amounted to £27,000. Taking the same
rate of interest, 514 per cent., on the
£27,000, and £40,000 as deferred or over-
due rent, there remains a balance, which
is all the Premier can claim as against
his deficit, of about £78,000. That
amount of £75,000 represents the assist-
ance be has given to the farmers. These
figures, I may mention, are the Premier's
own figures, as on the 31st Dlay last. So
there is left & balance of £449,000, which
he must blame someone else for, and not
the farmer. Tt is hard, however, to recon-
cile the amount of £99,000 owing for in-
terest, Ninety-nine thousand pounds re-
presents just about, I think, the in-
terest on the whole of the money
lent by the Agricultural Bank for one
year. Tt is hard to believe that the whole
of the interest on the capital of the Bank
is in arrear, On the 30th June, 1912,
the amount of interest outstanding was
£40,000. Now, 1912 was the bad year, the
yvear which the Premier blames for all
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“his shortages. But in 1813, after a good
“year, there was an additional £25,000 of
interest owing or in arrear, making the
total £65,000, Then, 1914 was a record
year, and after that there was a further
£34,000 of interest in arrear, making the
total £99,000. 1 want to know how much
of that £99,000 represents arrears, and it
would also be interesting to know what
proportion of the £99,000 represents in-
terest owing in respeet of money lent on
farms which have since fallen into the
hands of (he Agricultnral Bank., Where
is the Agricultural Bank to get its inter-
esi in those cases?

Mr, Bolton: That trouble is owing to
the bad policy of the previons Minister
for Lands, the memher for Northam, in
settling men where they had no chance.

Mr. WISDOM: Another inferesting
statement of the T'remier was that in
which he referred to a business getling an
overdraft. He asked, was there a hunge
business that had not at some period
drawn on its capital in order to carry it
.over a critical time? YWe know, of course,
that the case is as the Premier’s question
suggests; but the eritieal time, if ithere
was one, for the Government was in 1912.
On the 30th June, 1912, the deficit was
£121,000. The year 1913 was not a eri-
tical time; there was nothing particularly
eritical 1 1913. On the contrary, there
was a wood season, and there was an
abounding revenue, But al the end of
June, 1913, the deficit stood at £311,000
—an increase, during a good year, of
£189,000. Again, 1914 was a still better
year. Everything was going up, returns
were improving in every quarter, in agri-
culture, timber, and gold, and also in
Commoniwealth revenne. The Government
were getting more from taxaiion. Yet
in  May, 1914, the deficit reached
£527,000—an increase of £216,000.

Hon, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster}: Why do you not give us what it
was in Junef?

Mr, WISDOAL: It seems to me that
these figures point conclusively to the
peculiar fact that the less crisis the Gov-
ernment have, the more overdraft they
want, I should think that, logically, the
Treasurer must pray fervently for a few
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bad seasons to enable him to square his
finanges.

Hon, Frank Wilson: That is the logical
conelusion from biz arguments.

Mr. WISDOM: There is another alb-
sura elaim made by the Premier, in re-
gard to the workers’ homes; a particu-
mrly amusing claim. I remember that
tong before I thoughl of enlering polities
the qguestion of workers’ Liomes was dis-
cussed by Liberals and was favoured by
Liberals with whom T iatked.

Mr. Bolton: Never, never, No Liberals
on your side of the House have favoured
the scheme,

Mr, WISDOM: Yes.

Mr. Bolton: Why, they opposed the
very item,

Mr., WISDOM: I discussed and ad-
vocated workers’ homes before the hon.
member inlerjecling was in Parlinment,

Myr. Bolton: Nonsense. Never.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Order, order!

Mr. WISDOM: T diseussed the ques-
tion with other Liberals, as I have stated.
However, the Premier states that the Lib-
erals are opposed to the scheme of work-
ers’ homes,

Hon. W. . Angwin (Honorary Mumi-
ster): Several of vour side opposed it
last session.

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier quotes
from a speech of Lhe leader of the Oppo-
stlion, and tries io deduee from (hat
speech a conclusion that the Opposition
leader ridieuled the workers’ homes
seheme. To anyone who knows what the
policy of the Liherals was at that fime,
and to anyone who knows the leader of
the Opposition, the only possille infer-
ence [0 be drawn from that speech is that
what the Oppasition leader ridiculed was
the illogieal and absurd altitude of the
Labhour party in advoeating workers’
homes with a freehold prineiple attached.
in violation of the Labgur party’s poli-
tieal platform.

Mr. Bolton: He was against the work-
ers’ homes, of conrse.

AMr. WISDOM: Another piece of pre-
snmption on the Premier's part was to
claim as his own a plank of his oppo-
nents’ platform, To show how abso-
lutely wrong the Premier was in aceusing
the leader of the QOpposition and the Lib-
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erals generally of being hostile to the
workers’ homes scheme, 1 will read an
extract from the Opposition leader’s
speech on the Workers” Homes Bill.

Hon, W. €. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): What year?

Mr, WISDOM: In 1911
Hon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary 1lini-

ster): He was only thinking about it
then,

Mr. Bolton: Read what he said last
year.

Mr. WISDOM: Tie leader of the Op-
position opened his second-reading speecl
by saying— :

The prineiple embodied in this mea-
sure is one which, I think, every mem-
ber will cordially endorse.

That does not indicate that members on
this side of ithe House were opposed to (he
workers’ homes scheme, as stated by the
Premier. Then in his coneluding remarks
he says, “I think it will receive the appro-
bation of every member of the Opposi-
tion.” There is nothing further o be said
in refutation of a deliberate intention to
" mislead with regard to the attitude of the
Liberals towards worker’s homes. The
Bill was passed withont a division in
either House. Only two Liberal members
spoke on the second reading, the leader
of the Opposition, and the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr., George). The
only difference between the policy of the
Liberals and the Government in power in
regard to workers’ homes was the ques-
tion of leasehold and freehold. Of eourse
the nsual hogeys were trotfed ont by the
Premier. He said the worker who has a
home of his own will not be under the
thumb of fthe tyrannical employer who
might torn him ont of his house into the
cold.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : Did he say “tyrannical employer?”’

AMr. WISDOM: No, those are my
words, T guite expect him to use those
words all the same. The man who has a
house of his own is more dependent on his
job than if he were renting the house.
He is less independent of his work and of
his employer than if he were renting the
house. So that bogey stands for nothing.
If he owns his house, and he loses his job
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and has to go 20 or 30, or even 100 miles
to another job, what good is his house
to him? He must get rid of the louse
if he wants to keep his other job going.
In spite of the workers' homes administra-
tion deing their utmost to push leasehold
and discredit freehold, the outstanding
feature of the whole system up to the
present time is that the workers thewm-
selves who have faken advantage of the
Workers’ Tlomes Act have shown a de-
cided preference for freehold.

AMr. Bolton: You know that is wrong.

Mr, WISDOM: There were 633 ap-
provals for homes, and out of that total
605 were for freehold and 48 leasehold.
If that does not show preference for free-
hold T do uwot know what does,

Hon., W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : There arve G0 leaseholds in I're-
mantle alone,

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier is very
coclt-n-hoop at the faet that he has
brought down rents in the metropolitan
area by the introduction of the workers’
homes. I have no doubt that these work-
ers’_homes will bring down fhe rents in
time, but certainly the figures of the
Premier are a sample of the usunal figures
whieh he quotes to suit himself. e stated
that the rents had gone down in the
metropolitan area since the establishment
of workers’ homes. But he ecarefully
used figures covering the whole cost of
living to argue that the rents were re-
duced.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The figures he used were Knibbs’.

Mr. WISDOM: T am using IXnihbs’
figures, but perbaps mine is a different
Knibhs. Mine are correct figures; they
are figures for Western Australia,

Mr. Lewis: Where did you get them?

Mr., WISDOM: From Knibbs. They
are the fignres for Western Australia. We
want to know the relative prices in West-
ern Australia. In 1911 the purchasing
power of a sovereign so far as concerned
rents, was 16s, 3d., in 1912 it was 17s.
3d., in 1913 it was 18s. 7d, and in the
first quarter of 1914 it was 18s. 5d. The
only reduction, therefore, is between 1913
and the first quarter of this year.
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Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You conld not find anything but
empty houses in 1911.

Mr. WISDOM: Rents have not been
reduced in the metropolitan area. The
cost of living generally has been reduced,
but not on acecount of rents or meat, but
simply in regard to potatoes and onions—
so Knibbs says, and he ought to know.
We will now lalk about the vexed question
of the trading conecerns,

Hon. W. C. Angwin{ Honorary Min-
ister): We heard ahout them at Clare-
mont.

Mr. WISDOM: It is noticeable that
the Goverrment are very aquiet.

Mr. Bolton: Another attack on M.
Davies.

My, WISDOM : They hoast about every-
thing except the trading concerns, but
the Government are extremely quiet on
that partieular subjecl. Although the
Government c¢omplain they have heard
too much about the trading concerns, the
people of the State have not heard enough,
and they want to hear the truth. It is inter-
esting to note some of the Premier’s high
ideals in regard to the trading concetns.
In the course of the second reading of the
Government Trading Coneerns Bill, the
Premier stated that the measure wonld
eompel each trading undertaking brought
under the operation of the measure to
keep proper books of aecounts, which
would he presented to Parliament duly
certified to by the Auditor General, in
order to give Parliament,” and through
Parliament, the people, a proper account,
as compleie as possible, of the operations
during the year, and to show whether the
State frading concerns had lost or were
showing a profit. That was ovne of the
intentions of the Trading Conecerns Bill.
Referring again to the trading concerns,
the Premier said that they would be oper-
ated “Jjust as if they were a concern
operated by a company or a private in-
dividual.” Then again he promised trad-
ing accounts on the Estimates, so that the
revenne and expendiiure could be kept
separately from the ordinary Treasury
aecounts. - Again the Premier repeated
that it was intended to place these eon-
cerns exactly on the same footing as if
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they were heing run by a private firm.
Further on he once again declared that
they would be placed on the same footing
as a private individual might place such
a concern, and in conelusion the Premier
remarked—-

I have nothing more to say, except
that the only eoncern of the Government
is to comply with the wish expressed,
not only in this Houase, but in another
place, and also by many public men,
that when the Government undertake
trading concerns they should present a
statement and a profit and less account
each vear, shiowing the position of those
trading coneerns just as though they
were controlled by private persons or
inmdividauls. That las been our en-
deavour, and I think the provisions of
this Bill will meet the case exactly.

The Premier finishes up by saying, “That
was my desire and inlention when ¥ intro-
duced ihe measure” It is quite clear
from all that, that the Premier intended
that these irading converns should be run
on exaetly similar lineg as private busin-
esses.

Mr. Underwood: Not exaectly.

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier says so,
and that the people should be kept in-
formed of the condition of these concerns
cach vear by having proper accounts and
statements presented. Tt is interesting to
see how the Government have carried out
the high-falutin’ principles of the Pre-
mter, There were 15 eoncerns gazetted un-
der this Act, but for some reason or other
six were exempted and nine remained
under the operations of the Aet, and,
leaving out the Water Supply Depart-
ment, which publish their aceounts in a
special report, there remained eight in
connection with which accounts and state-
ments were under the Act to be presented
to Parliament with the Auditor General’s
certificate, to show the people whether
they had paid or not, and if they had
been run efliciently or not. OQut of the
eight, there were five statements pro-
duced, and not one complied with the
Aet, and only one was awdited. It is un-
necessary to waste time over what the
Auditor General said, beeanse it has
alréady been mentioned by the mem-
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ber for Murray - Wellington. It is
sufficient to say that the people to-
day are absolutely ignorant of the
state of these trading concerns, and
it is not too much to say that the
Government themselves are ignorant of
the condition in which these coneerns are.
In face of the Premier’s protestations,
which T have read, it is extraordinary the
endeavours which are being made by the
Government 1o keep things quiet.

Mr, Underwood: Hush!

Mr. WISDOM: Yes, a policy of hush.
The member for Murray - Wellingion
(Mr. George) read an interesting letter
from the Railway Department with re-
gard to a very innocent piece of infor-
mation he required.

Hon, W, C, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: Did he not want a man sent to
the Thastern States to get that informa-
tion ?

Mr. WISDOM: T also can read some
correspondence with regard to a request
for information, I wrote to the Under-
Treasurer—at his request; he promising
that he would put my letter before the
Acting Premier, to see whether the in-
formation could be given—as follows:—

On going through the acconnts re-
lating to State hotels laid on the Table
of the House during last session, I find
the information given absolutely inade-
quate for anyone to be able to judge
whether these hotels are paying as they
should be or not. I would ask that,
it possible, I might be furnished with
further information which will enable
me to take out the percentage which,
in my opinion, is the only method by
which the true state of affairs ean be

Judged. As the Government insist

on all hotel-keepers "giving the infor-

maiion shown in thz attached cutting
from an income tax retarn, it seems
reasonable that the (overnment should
be in a position to give similar infor-
mation with regard to their trading con-
cerns, and especially hoiels, Of course

I understand that in the ordinary way

the information given to the Income

Tax Commissioner is confidential; but

there is nothing neccssarily eonfidential

or seeret with reeard to the business of
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State hotels. I would, therefore, ask if
I might be furnished with the partieu-
lars as laid down in the income tax
return which I enclose for the Gwalia
State hotel and the Dwellingup State
hotel.

Here is his reply—

Re State hotels. T have the honour
to acknowledge the receipt of yours
dated the 24th nlt., asking to be fur-
nished with fuller information than
that already published in connection
with the trading of the above. Any
comparison with State and privately
owned hotels is unfair to the former
inasmuch as convenicnees are given
to the public under State control that
are non-existent under private enter-
prise—

I would like to know where.
eontinnes—
and it is not considered advisable to
depart from the information already
published. Doubtless you realise the
object of State control of the liquor
traflic, which is not so much as to look
forward to a high pereentage of profit,
but more to keep the traffic within con-
trol for the benefit of the community.
I want to know where the answer is to
my question. I asked for certain infor-
nuation, and he states it is not considered
advisable to depart from the information
already published. I wrote again, this
time to the Treasurer, as follows :—

I have received a communication
from the Under Treasurer in reply to
an application whiech T made for cer-
tain information vegarding the State
hotels, in which he states that it is not
eonsidered advisable to give any fuor-
ther information than that already
published. T can only repeat that the
information published is so meagre
as to be of no praectical uge in judging
of the positions of the several hotels,
I have oniv asked for information
which would be contained in a profit
and loss account, if such aceount were
to fulfil the funetion for which .all
profit and loss accounts are ereated. I
would point out that the Government
Trading Concerns Aet, 1912, requires
that accounts shatll be kept audited

The letter
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and laid before Parliament annmally.
~ This has not been done, as the balance
sheet and profit and loss account laid
on the Table of the House could by no

streteh of the imagination be con-
sidered “a full and trne” aeccount,
and, further, was not andited. I can-

not eonceive that any question of high
public policy forbids my baving the
information I ask for, and, failing that,
there are only two reasons I can think
of  which

might prompt the re-
fusal— (1) That the information
does not exist. or (2), That it
is. such as would be embarrass-

ing to the department concerned. I
trust neither is true, and even if trne
T feel gure it would not be considered
by vou a sufficient reason for withold-
ing the information. I would ask that
the deeision to withold this informa-
tion be, in the public interest, recon-
sidered,
In reply to that I got this letfer—

I have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your communication of the
Gth inst.,, with reference to your ap-
plication for certain information re-
garding State hotels, which was refused
by the Under Treasurer, In reply I

" beg to state that youn, as a member of
Parliament, shonld be aware that the
Under Treasurer is not prepared to
give any nformation beyond that sup-
plied with the public accounts, unless
the application is made through the
Colunial Treasurer. If you eare to
apply to me for any additional data, T
shall be pleased to consider the ad-
visability of granting your request.

There is more of it, but it only means
that the Treasurer asks me fo do the
very thing I had done. I agnin wrote ex-
plaining that, and asking once more for
the information, and the final reply was
this—

Referving to your letter of the 15th
inst., and previous correspondence re-
questing certain information relative to
the State hotels at Gwaliz and Dwel-
lingup. I heg to inform you that the
hon. the Colonial Treasurer regrets
he is unable to supplv any farther in-
formation on this subject. He is of
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opinion that the audited reports in this.

regard, as laid on the Table of the

Tlonse, shonld be sufficient for your

purpose.
Another instance of the suppression of
information in regard to these trading
concerns. [ might also quote the answer
I got from the Minister for Works to a
guestion asked in regard to the Boya
quarry, an absolute case of evasion.
We have had so-called balance sheets
and profit and loss acecounts referring to
the steamships. These were placed on
ihe Table and were supposed to be cor-
rect,

Mr. Underwood:
State steamships?

Mr, WISDOM: Most decidedly. The
Premier even went so far as to slate
that, although they were not audited, the
accounts were correct, We find, how-
ever, when the accounts for the steam-
ships came to be audited, the loss stated
to he £19,000 rose to £23,000, Are we
to infer from that that the other state-
ments laid on the Table are similarly
accurate?

Mr. Underwood:

Mr. WISDOM: What reliance can we
place on any of these statements, when we
know that the moment they get into the
Auditor General’s hands the whole state-
ment is altered? A very essential part,
the depreciation, has been altered. De-
preciation is o most important item. and
we fAnd £3,611 put down for depreciation.
That is under 5% per cent. on the book
value of those sleamers, and the book
value is grossly exaggerated, The method
usually adopted and considered by ship-
ping companies to be the most sound is
to take the crizinal value of the vessel
and aunually write off a sum not less than
five per cent, on the original value of the
vessel. TIf thal were done in the case of
these steamships the amount to be written
off for depreciation alone wounld be £8,000.

Mr. Underwood: Would you not like
to buy one of them?

Mr. WISDOM: I want to point out
that this £5,611 covers not only deprecia-
tion but replacements, in other words, re-
placement or extraordinary repairs. That
ought te amount to another five per cent.

Are you opposed to

Yes, if vou like,
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on the original value; and nothing less
than five per cent. for depreciation and
five per cent, for replacements and exira-
ordinary repairs would be considered in
any proper shipping business to be suffi-
cient for these items, If that were done
in eonnection with the Government steam-
ships the amount written off for deprecia-
tion last year would have been £18,000
instead of £5,611.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): You will wipe out the lot pre-
sently.

Mr. WIiSDOM: It is time the people
wereg made awave of the actual position
with regard to these steamships to-day.

Hon, Frank Wilson: It is a most dis-
graceful thing.

Mr. WISDOM: In June 1913 the de-
hit against the steamships was £130,000.
Against that, leaving out the value of the
steamers and stores there is £5,400 for
sundry debtors, insuranece and fuarnitore,
leaving a balance of £124,600, as repre-
senled by the steamers and stores at that
fime.

Mr. Underwood :
calenlator.

Mr. WISDOM: The expenditure to
the 31st May last was £63,900, making a
total debit of £193,500. Deduct the rev-
enue (£57,800) for the same period and
we get a balance of £135,700. That
£135,700 is represented by the State
steamers and (he stores, I have taken a
good deal of frouble to try to get a fair
estimate of the presemi value of those
sfeamers.

Mr. Turvey: Wasted energy.

Mr, WISDOM: And as a resnlt I
ive a fairly liberal valuation,

Mr. Underwood: A Liberal valuation;
1 like that.

Mr. WISDOM: It works out at
£49,000 for ihe lot. T may say that one
man who knows a good deal about it
valued them at £28,000, but I thought it
was utterly absurd and I refused to look
at that figure, T put down for stores the
same amguni as last year, namely £5,000.
That makes a total of £54,000, repre-
sented by sleamers and stores. This
leaves a loss ¢n Lhe capital and working
expenses of no less than £81,700. Now
we want to know where that mystericus

You are a wonderful
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£12,500 1s—the £12,500 incurred for re-
pairs and docking in Sydney. The Feb-
ruary expenditure does not include it, nor
does the March, the April, or the May ex-
penditure. It must have been paid. The
Mori’s dock people in Sydney are not
going to allow the Government to owe it.

Mr. Underwood: Of course uot.

Mr. WISDOM: I want to know, and
we have a right fo know, where the money
wags paid from and, although asking for
it repeatedly, as usual when we ask ques-
tions in regard to trading concerns, we
get no reply.

Tlon, Frank Wilsen:
interjections instead.

Mr. WISDOM: The Government have
heen told for the last two years that the
“Western Ausiralia” was an unsuitable .
ship for the trade and that they were los-
ing money over it., They have known for
18 months that they are likely to lose
from £10,000 to £15,000 a year on the
ship. Yet they persist in ronning that
ship. Nobedy in the State wants to see
a loss, buf we do object when for political
purposes a losing steamer is kept ou the
line. The Premier’s excnses are amusing.

Mr. Underwood: So are yours.

Mr. WISDOM: He said it was pos-
gible even in the best regulated services
to find the retention of a steamer not
suitable for the trade. What nonsense!
It is impossible to find any sueh thing,
and sfill less is it possible to find any
company at all refaining a steamer losing
£10,0600 a year.

Mr., TUnderwood:
steamer?

Mr. WISDOM:

But get idiotic

Who bought the

The Government,
Mr, Underwood: On whose advice?
Mr., WISDOM: On Sir Newton

Moore’s and Capt. Gregory’s.

Mr. Underwood: He bought it himself.

AMr. WISDOM: He did not.

Mr. Underwood: He did.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! I warn the
member for Pilbara that if I have any
more of his inferjections I shall have him
removed. There has been too much in-
terjection altogether. Interjections are
not permissible exeept for the purpose of
eliciting some information from the mem-
ber speaking, and most of these interjec-
tions, I have concluded, are for the pne-
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lpose of embarrassing ihe hon. member.
1 want to hear no further interjections of
that charaecter.

¥ o'cloek a.m.

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier stated
that the “Western Australia” is a mag-
nificent steamer, admirably suited for the
North-West trade from a weather point
of view, He admits that she is not a
passenger steamer, and that she can carry
only 400 tons of cargo, and therefore is
not a good cargo steamer, but he says
she is a splendid steamer and exceed-
ingly well adapted for the North-West
conditions.  For what purpose is she
sueh a splendid steamer? Possibly the
Premier meons as yaecht; this is abont
" the only purpose for which she is adapted.

Mr, Underwood: Do you think thay
is why Newton Moore recommended her
purchase?

Mr. Bolton: The hon. member will not
take notice of pertinent interjections.

Ay, WISDOM: It is a pity that the
Government have not the courage to ecut
the loss on this steamer. No one would
blame them. They have known for 18
months that the steamer is unsuitable,
and people would not blame them if they
tied her up in Fremantle, Melbonrne or
Sydney and waited, as wus done by her
late owners, for a suitable opportunity Lo
sell her. The Premier says she is a fine
ship for getting onf of a difficulty. She
proved to be a fine ship for getting her
previous owners out of a difficulty when

the West Australian Government pur-
chased her.
Mreo Torvey: What would you do

without her over there?

My, WISDOM: Over where?

Mr. Turvev: On your side of
House?

Mr, WISDHOM:
beiter without her,

Afr, Bolton: ‘That iz embarrassing to
the hon. meraber.

Mr. WISDOM: The steamers have
been an absolute failure so far as meat
cheapening iz concerned. The Govern-
went meat transactions represent another
liltle socialistie experiment at the cost of
1he general taxpayer.

the

We would do much
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Mr. Lewis: Are you opposed to them?

Mr. WISDOM: It has been stated by
way of interjection that there is a profit
on the meat shops. Perhaps the meat
shops as snch do show a profit, but the
cattle shipping business has shown a loss,
and we do not know what loss has been
ineurred on the Yandanooka estate.

Hon. W. . Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Would you like to know?

Mr, WISDOM: Yes.

. Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :  You will know in good time.

Mr, WISDOM: The Government show
a profit in the meat shops by separating
themn from the cattle trade and from the
Yandanooka estate, but the cattle trade,
Yandanooka estate and the meat shops
are so intermixed that it is impossible to
get the result of the whole of the irans-
actions without considering ihem as one
business, The Government wmethod of
supplying the meat sbops in the earlier
stage was to set aside the best of their
caltle shipmenis, sell the remainder and
debit the meal shop with the average re-
alisation of the balance. ‘Ihis must have
resalted in an immense advantage to the
meat shop, and it is one explanation of
the meat shops having made the profit
which has been shown. In the absence
of any charge of whiech we are aware for
depasturing the stoek at Yandanooka,
Lhere is every reason to believe the state-
ment which is made that the stock are
being fattened on the estate and
transferred to the meat shops and
that the price charged is the average

renlisation at the original sale.  The
cattle trade, the meat sales and the

Yandanooka estate are so intermixed that
they eannoi be separated and it is im-
possible ta arrive at the net result of
this trade withiont considering them as
ohe coneern,

Hon, W. C, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: Do you honestly believe that no
charge is credited te Yandanooka in ¢on-
nection with this stoek?

Mr. WISDOM: No.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Then why make such statements?
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Mr. WISDOM: We want to know
what charge has been made; we contend
that sufficient charge is not made.

Hon. W, C, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) ; How can you say it is not suffi-
cient if you do not know what it is9

Mr. WISDOM: There would be no
objection if the meat shops, the ecattle
trade, and the Yandanocoka estate were
really made separate concerns and if
the man from the meat stall was sent
into the open market Lo huy. This
was doune yesterday for the first time.
‘We- desire to know if any serions
effort Las been made to sell Yandanooka
estate.  The Govermment are bound by
the Agrieultural Lands Purchase Act to
dispose of this esiate under the Land Aet.
So far as we are aware they have not
made any serious attempt to do this,
Some kind of an atfempt was made, but
the price wus so high that no portion
of the estate was disposed of.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Something like the Avondale es-
tate.

on. Frank Wilson: No,

Mr. WISDOY: Vandanooka is used
for depasturing State eattle, and we want
to know whether the interest of £6,300
and the mainienance are being charged to
the cattle trade.

Hon. W, C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : Give it a chance.

Flon. Frank Wilson: It has had three
years chance.

Mr. WISDOM : It is of no use asking
questions of Ministers bhecause we get no
answers. When will we receive this in-
formalion? Last year we did nofl receive
statements until after the Loan Estimates
had heen passed, when no diseussion
could take place.

Hon. W, C. Aungwin {Honorary Min-
ister} : It would be a had job if vou got
it, becaunse you could not then make
wrong statements.

AMr, Bolton: Yandanooka was not pur-
chased from a supporter like Avondale
was,

Mr. WISDOAL: 1 do not know anything
about {hat.

Mr, Underwood: The leader of the Op-
position knows.
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Mr. WISDOM: We have authority for
saying lhere is considerable juggling in
connection with the transactions between
these three branches of the one concern.

Mr. Underwood: And there was in eon-
nection with the Avondale estate,

Mr. WISDOM: The gross profit from
the nieat stall was 38 per eent, The Gov-
ernment shops are selling meat cheaper
than anyone else. The profit made by
one of the most economically run firms in
the line was 25 per cent., and that firm
received more for their meat than the
CGovernment, How was it done?

Alr. Bolion: We will not tell yvou every-
thing.

Mr. WISDOI: There is only one way
either the Government can get their meat
cheaper than anyone else, or they can get
a better price for it (han anyone else.
The Government do not get mere for
their meat than anyone else and therefore
they must get it cheaper. The Govern-
ment caunot buy it more cheanly than
any other butcher, Where does the extra
percentage come in? It is this which
leads us {o assume that the siatements
made with regard to the transfer of the
cattle from Yandanooka and from the
shipments from the North-West are well
founded. We have shown a loss on two
branches of this concern, the cattle trade
and the meat stalis of £812. If the third
branch was inecluded, what would the
loss amount to? YWhy eannot we be sup-
plied with this information? Is there
any reason why we should not know? If
the transaction redounded to the ecredit
of the Government they would tumble
over themselves to give us the informa-
tion. No doubt the public have again
been rooked for the benefit of a few. We
want to know who benefits from this sort
of thing, The average quantity of meat
sold by the Government is ahout 6} per
cent. of the total meat disposed of in the
meiropolitan area. This means that about
320,000 people in this State are paying
in order that 4,000 may zet meat cheaper
than the vest,

Hen. W. €. Avgwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Yon are getting vours cheaper,
too.
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Mr. WISDOM: The Premier stated the
other night that the price paid for mut-
ton was G12d. a Ih. allowing for the value
of ihe skin, and that the Government were
selling it from 5d. to 7d. per 1b., and were
just making it pay. What has acinally
happened? The Government have bought
sheep averaging 36lbs. in weight for 29s,
Another lot averaged 30lbs. in weight for
witich 323, was paid. In regard to the
sheep worth 29s, the price of the meat,
allowing for everything, weuld be 814d.
per 1h. The sheep which eost 32s, would
be worth B83%d. per 1b., allowing for every-
thing. Yet the Government sold leg of
mutton al 7d, per Ib., forequarter at 5d.,
an average of Gd.; lein chops were sold
at 7d. a Ib.. and the flap at about 4d.
This is an average of less than 6d, per
. But I will concede that (he average
was G6d. This was previous to the rise
in price made by the Minister for Lands.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): Il was previons to when the Gov-
ernment bought sheep.

Mr. WISDOM: No; the Governmeni
made a loss of 2d. per Ib., but this was
the loss on the hooks in the meat stall and
does not allow for the cost of the upkeep
of the stall and wages. Since then the
Government have inereased the price of
meat L. per Ib., and the marikel has gone
down 1d. per lb., so that the Government
have made up that 2d. Now they are pui-
ting mutton on the hooks at the same
price as they are getting for it. This
ineurs a loss because the Government have
"to pay wages and for the working of the
shops, This is sometimes done by butchers
when there is a sudden jump in the mar-
ket: they sell mutton at less than they
paid for it, and they make up the differ-
ence by the profit on beef. T mention this
because the stalement hy the Premier
was absolulely misleading.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): Ti was troe.

My, WISDOM: It was not so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : T say it was,

Mr, WISDOM: I wonder when the
Government will realise that all this tin-
kering and pettifogeing  business will
never alter conditions whieh have their
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root in the law of supply and demand.
They have slarted at the wrong end and
gone the wrong way to work. In order io
cheapen meat the Government must in-
erease the supply. The steamships ave
not doing this, and the meat stalls will not
do it,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): The stations will,

Mr. WISDOM : The only staiion is
Moola Bulla, which is an inheritance from
the previous Government,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): What about Yandanooka?

Mr, WISDOM: It is a pity that this
miserable, party spirit, which I have
mentioned, wiil not allow the Government
to admit that anything good was done
under the Liberal regime. [ refuse to be-
lieve that members on the Government
side do not realise that the Liberal scheme
for providing freezers was the scheme
which would have cheapened meat more
surely and quickly than any other,

Mr. Uihderwood: When did Laiberals
propose freezing works?

Mr, WISDOM: It seems unfortunale
that such a seheme should hang on two
things, namely, the inability of the Gov-
erument to acknowledge that anything
was right which emanated from this side
of the House, and the reliance on a re-
port of a Minister posing as an expert.
After three years of tinkering with the
meat supply, in spite of the Premier's
statement the price of meat is dearer to-
day fhan it was in 1911. Members of
the House who were here have listened
to the Premier’s speech, and 1 think T can
prove that what 1 say is a faet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Not rightly.

Mr, WISDOM: Yes, righily.

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster}: Tt is not so.

My, WISDOM: Yes, it is.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Do be quiet while
he proves it to you.

Mr, WISDOM: The Premier takes the
whole of Australia and uses the vear 1912
as the basie year, Why did lie not take
1911, which was the last year of the Lib-
eral Government and the first vear of the
Labour Government, and why does he not
take Perih instead of the whole of Ans-
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fralia? We want to know the difference in
the prices in this counfry, in Derth and
in the metropolitan ares, and we wani to
know whether meat has risen sinee the
present Government took charge or whe-
ther it has dropped in priee.

Hen. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : It has dropped minus one penny
per lb.

Mr, WISDOA: 1 am sorry for the
Henorary Minister.  Mr, Knibhs does
mot agree with him,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : My poeket proves it.

Mr. WISDOM : When Mr. I{nibbs hears
that the Honorary Minister has said that
he is wrong I suppose that the Common-
wealth statistician will proceed to alter
his figures in the Tear Book.

Mr, Bolton: He will have to alter his
fizures for you; vou have disputed his
figrures to-night.

Mr, WISDOM: In 1911 the index num-
ber was 1577 and tn 1912 it was 1643; in
1913, 1607, and in the first quarter of
1914 it had bobbed it up to 1615. These
are Mr. Knibbs® fizures, and they are ap-
plied in a perfectly siraightforward way
50 that nobody can possibly misunder-
stand them. You want to know some-
thing about the retail prices. It shows
how futile it is for the Government to
pretend that their steamships and
hutehers’ shops are making a great differ-
enge in the price of a commodity which
Auctnates up and down according to the
markets which they cannot touch.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): It is always lixed at one price,
at 8d,, 9d., or one shilling, as the case
may be, .

Mr. WISDOM: In 1912 in Perth we
find that a sirloin of beef, ribs of beef,
steak, corned beef, neck of mutton, loin
shops, leg of mutton, pork chops, ete.

Ay, Underwood: Who prepared that?

Mr., WISDOM: I do not think, how-
ever, I will worry the House with the
whole of the details, but will just give the
results, In 1914 there was a reduetion
of 4/5 of a penny in the price of a sir-
loin of beef. For rihs of beef there was
a reduction of 2/5 of a penny, and in
shoulder steak a reduction of a halfpenny,
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while corned beef was the same price. A
leg of mutton was » balfpenny higher
and a neck of mutton was 2/3 of a penny
bigler, loin ¢hop was a halfpenny higher
and a leg of pork was 2.1/10ths of a
penny higher, while pork chops were
1-3/5ths of a penny higher, In 1912
there was n reduetion as compared with
1911. TFrom 1912 to 1914 iherc was a
complete rise with one exception. That
was corned beef, which was the only item
that decreased hetween 1912 and 1914
The total increase went from the index
nuwmber of 1577 to 1615, Western Ans-
tralia was, in fact, the highest State in
the Commonwealth, namely, 225 points
Ligher than Hobart, which was the next
highest.

Bon, Frank Wilson: That knoeks their
ficures out.

Mr, WISDOM: So that meal was
dearer after the term of the present Gov-
ernment. In the face of these figures
one wonders what becomes of the state-
ment of the Minister {or Lands and that
of the Premier made when they were in
the Bastern States when they said that
they had succeeded in effecting a reduc-
tion in the price of meat of from 2d. to
5d, per lb, What the Premier really
gave, when he stated that the price of
meat and rents had been reduced, were
the fignres for the whole egst of living
over Australia.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Not in this State?

Mr. WISDOM: Not in this Staie in
particular. He might still have given
the whole of the figures for this State.

Mr. Underwood: He did; I assert it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You would assert
anything.

Mr. WISDOM: In groups 1, 2, and 3
wlhicl are food, groceries, dairy produce,
and meat produets, the numbers are as
follows—In 1911, the basic year. the
figure was 1,000; in 1912 it was 999; i
1913 it was 942, and for the first quarter
of 1914 it was 925. There was a reduction
in the total cost of living, but, as we have
shown, number 3 (meat) was dearer and
number 4 (house. rent) was also dearer.
Therefore, it lies between number 1 and
number 2 to show how this reduction in
the total eost of living is brought about.
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To eonfirm the figures already given with
regard to group 4, we have the index
namber in 1911, the basic year, as 1000;
in 1912 as 1086, which shows a rise; in
1913 as 1145, and for the first guarter
in 1914 as 1123, showing a rise in house
rent, So that we have a rise in house
rent and we have a rise in the price of
meat, Mr, Knibbs states further on that
dairy produce was stationary, so that
the redunction in the total eost of living
is due to groceries. Now, what have the
State steamships and the meat stalls to
do with the reduction in the price of
eroceries, or the Govermment to do with
it, for that matter? Mr. Knibbs sayvs
that the reduoction is due to the fall in the
price of potatoes and onions particularly.
We want to know whetber the Government
are going to take any credit for that?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Certainly they
should,

Mr. WISDOM: They bhave done noth-
ing to reduce the price of potatoes and
onions. At any rate, the Premier claims
that the State steamships and the meat
sfalls are responsible for the reduction
in the cost of living in Western Austra-
lia, and that the workers’ homes have
been responsible for a reduetion in hounse
rent. These fignres show coneclusively
that meat has risen, that rents have risen,
that dairy produce is stationary and that
the reduetion is due to the fall in the
price of potatoes and onions, Again I
say, what have the State steamships, the
meat stalls and the workers’ homes to do
with the reduction in the price of potatoes
and onions? In all the groups, that is,
the whole of the cost of living, the true
figures are—for 1911, 1000; for 1912,
1025; in 1913, 1002; and for the first
quarter of 1914, 957. This shows a re-
duetion of 3/1000ths. To give an in-
stance of how iisleading, or how
careless the Premier is in  his
fizures, he states that the wvalue
of money, the purchasing power of
money in 1911 in Perth was 22s. Gd.
That is correet, but he goes on to say
that netwithstanding the shortage of meat
in the North-West in partienlar, and
the large quantities of importations
of food from the Eastern States, where
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the prices have also risen, the purchasing
power of a sovereign in Western Amns-
tralia has been inereased. That is, a
sovereign in 1912 was equivalent to 23s.,
and now to 22s. 7d. e starts with 1911
and would lead one to suppose that the
difference is between 1911 and 1814, 1t
shows how eareful you have to be with
the Premier.

Hon, Frank Wilson :
watching all the time,

Mr. WISDOM : Now, the correct
figures with regard to the purchasing
power of money are as follows—In 1911
it took 22s. Gd. in Perth to purchase a
sovereign’s worth. That is the value of a
sovereign with an average over the Com-
monwealth for the year 1911, Tnm 1912
the purchasing, power of a sovereign was
23s. 1d.; in 1913 it was 22s. 6d., and for
the first quarter of 1914 it was 22s, 3d.
There are some further instances of little
inaccuracies. The Premier said that in
Western Australia it required 22s. 3d. to
purchase what ean be purchased in any
other part of the Commonwealth for
£1.  Jn fthis case Western Australia
should be Perth. Tt does not require 22s.
3d. to purchase what ean be purchased in
any part of Australia for £1, but it re-
quires 223, 3d. to purchase what, taking
the average of 30 towns in Australia,
would be required to purehase £1 worth
in 1911, which is a totally different pro-

He requires

position, That is not what the Premier
made out at all. In 1911 the Premier
says—

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The year 1911 was that in whieh
vou retired.

Mr, WISDOM: “In 1911,” the Premier
says (the weighted average for the Com-
monwealth being fixed at £1), “it re-
quired 26s, 11d. in Perth. We have re-
duced that and it is another illustration
of bringing abount that blue ruin whicl
our friends talk about when the average
of 26s, 11d. is reduced to 24s. 11d, It
has been reduced by 2s.” That is what
the Premier says. But it did not do any-
thing of the sort. Tt required 20s. 11d.
for groups 1, 2, and 3 in 1911, but he
forgot all about that. As I have shown,
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these figures have fallen to 24s. 11d. on
account of the decline in groups 1 and 2.
Groups 3 and 4 have risen in price. 1n
1911 the purchasing power of a sovereign
in Perth was 22s. Gd., and for the firsl
quarter of 1914 it was 22s. 3d., which is
a difference of 3d. and not one of 2s,
a discrepancy of 1s. 9d. But what does
that maiter to the Premier? Whal is a
deficit? What is £100,000 charged to the
farmers? Nothing. In the face of these
somewhat modified figures—

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : I would rather take the Premier’s
figures first.

Mr. WISDOM: I say in the face of
these figures his claim with regard to the
reduction in the cost of living and how
it had been brought about by such adverse
cireumstances, looks extremely silly,

Hon. W, C. Angwin {Honcrary Min-
ister) : T will take him as being the more
correct. .

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier says that
these figures being Knibbs’s may be taken
as conelusive, Knibbs having no party
and not caring a bulton about Western
Australia.  But the figures were not
issued by Knibbs at all. They are a dis-
tortion by the Premier of Knibbs's
figures.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Perhaps you are making the dis-
tortion. I would rather trust the FPre-
mier than trust vou.

Mr. WISDOM: We shall hear from
Knibbs himself about this, becaunse I shall
send him a copy of Hansard.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : I trust you will.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is not a ques-
tion of what youn trust.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : T wonld rather have the Premier’s
figures.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The mem-
ber for Claremont is addressing the
House.

Mr. WISDOM: There is another little
example of how the Premier’s virtuously
expressed inlentions with regard to the
State trading concerns have heen carried
out, and that is the example of the Bova
quarry. The balanee to profit and loss

493

account is really another sample of the
Government method of showing the peo-
ple the true position of these ftrading
concerns. I will aceept the figures in
those statements, and they show that the
value of the malerial produced at the
guarries in 13 months was £6,303. The
average number of men employed was
35. For the sake of comparison, I will
deduet the average production of one
month, and that would leave £5,819 worth
of material produced in 12 months. On
the other hand, a private coucern pro-
dnced £4,931 worth of material in 12
months, with an average of 17 men, and
that concern made a loss of £44 on the
year's operalions.

Mr Lander: That is a private irm?

Mr, WISDOM: Yes, a private firm.
If the Government had been working as
efliciently. as that private firm, they would
have produced £10,786 worth of "material
—nearly double of what they did pro-
duce. Private enterprise averaged an
output of £290 per man per annum, while
the Government averaged £166. Privale
enterprise would have done the same work
with 20 men as the Government did with
33. This is a striking example of why
Government enterprises do not pay, and
it points io the root of the whole trouble.
I am informed, on authority, that if the
private concern had had the Government
business, it would have reduced the price
of material by 20 per cent.

Mr. Taylor: Where is that private
eoncern?

Mr. WISDOM: That is my business.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Tt is all in his imagination.

Member: Tell us where it is.

Mr, WISDOM: That is my business.
I am authorised, however, to say that my
fizures are taken from the bhalance sheet,
duly audited, of this private concern.

Mr. Taylor: Are you afraid to name
it?

Mr. WISDOM: I am perfectly pre-
pared to stand by the figures. Let the
Government give their figures. Thal is
what we have heen asking for.

Mr. Taylor: Are you prepared to
stand by your figures?
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Mr. WISDOM: Yes. The ecurious
thing i that the private concern, in spite
of its efficient management, lost £44 in
that year. The Government, with far less
efticiency, made a loss of only £73, How
are we going to reconcile that?

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is ahsurd.

Mr, WISDOM: We fried (o reconcile
the increased percentage of gross profit
wmade by the butchers’ shops as against
the resulls from private enterprise.
Here is an insiance where the Govern-
ment, working half as efficiently as pri-
vate enterprise, make a loss of only £73,
as against a private coneern’s loss of £44.
How does that come about?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
istery: We have only got yowr word for
ihat. .

Mr. Underwood: That is all imagina-
tion,

My, WISDOM: I am tallang on au-
thority. If it costs the Government about
iwice as much to produce material, and
if the Government sells that material to
outsiders at the samé price as the private
coneern sells at, a very much larger loss
should, naturally, be shown by the Gov-
crnment. But the Government are their
own hest customer, They buy more stone
from the Boya Quarry than is bought by
any other concern. We want o know
what price is charged by the Boya
Quarry to Gevernment departments. The
Premier has said, “We want the people
to know: we want these econcerns run
just as a private eoncern or a private
company is run: we want everything
charged up against these concerns that a
private company would charge up against
its husiness: we want Parliament to
konow, and the people to know, and avery-
hody to know whether these concerns are
ran at a profit or at a loss; we want the
Aunditor General to audit the accounts.”
So far, the public have had only one ac-
count andited by the Auditor General;
and the resnlt of that audit was to make
the original statement out te have been
erossly inaceurate.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Hear, hear.

Mr. WISDOM: Why do not the Gov-
ernment tell us the price that is charged
to Government departments? T asked a
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question in his House of the Minister
For Worlks on (hat subject. I asked the
Minister what prices were chargzed to
Govermment  deparimenis by the Boya
Quarry for material of various sizes.
The answer T received is perfectly true,
mind vou, perfectly true —that the
material was charged at a eost which
coveredd working expenses, inferest, and
sinking fund. T should think it did. Tt
also covered the loss made on the maierial
sold to municipalities and roads hoards.
The answer was an obvious evasion of
the question I asked. What is the neces-
sity for these evasions?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Becanse the Gov-
ernment must hide things.

Mr., Taylor: What price does this pri-
vate coneern charge?

Mr. WISDOM: I always understood,
though I am not an authority on Parlia-
mentary practice, that questions asked in
this House would be answered unless the
answer involved disclosures on high gnes-
tions of poliey or it was not for the good
of the country or in the pnblic interest
that the questions should be answered in
Lhis House.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
answer was an insuli.

Mr. WTSDOM: T understood that that
was (he practice of Parliaments every-
where. To answer questions as they have
been answered in this House is, in my
opinion, an absolute flonting of Parlia-
mentary practice—so far as [ am aware,
of all proper practice.

Mr. Tayvlor: What particular quarry
are you referring o

Mr. WISDOM: The only result of the
Government’s refusal to give information
15 to confirm the impression which is
abroad that things are not by any means
what they should be in eonnection with
these trading concerns. The Govern-
ment’s action in withholding information
tends to make the public believe that the
position is worse than perhaps it really
is. Tn the absence of information pecple
are probably inclined to think that the
business is really very much worse than
the actuality. Tt is a mistake, it is a pity,
to refuse information. If these concerns
are losing money, well, let us know all

Certainly, The
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about it. Let us know all about it, so
that we can take measures either to stop
the loss in some way or to find out what
is wrong so that what is wrohg may be
put right and that a profit may be made.
Let us have the courage to do that.

Ilon, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): We cannot all expect to have the
same courage as you have.

Ale, WISDOM: We want that informa-
tion,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster}y: You will get it.

Mr. WISDOM: We want such details
as the Premier promised, in order to en-
able the people to judge whether these
concerns are heing run at a profit or at a
lose. We want to be sure that these con-
ceins are not a (ax on one seetion of the
community only, as we have every reason
to believe that the meat shops, for in-
stance. are. Now, as to the Government
iron works—there are no Government im-
plement works—

Member: Oh yes, there are.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sterj: You ecan speak with safety to-
night ; the manager is not here.

Mr. YWISDOM: T told the manager
thev were Govermmnent iron works. This

is another ease in which the same evil is.

likely to arise, that is, that we shall find
it difficult to separate the business that is
being done for departments from business
done by the works as an ordinary trading
coneern. If the Governmenf are going to
earry on this undertaking in the same way
as they have condueled the meat shops
and the ¢uarries, the same thing will be
happening with regard to these Govern-
ment iron works, The Premier men-
tioned the ineident at Claremont. T wish
to state that it was not the leader of the
Opposition who was responsible for Mr.
Davies’ interjection or Mr, Davies’ speech
at Claremont, T was responsible for Mr.
Davies speaking. I knew Mr. Davies was
in the hall when T came mnto it, hecanse
I =at hehind him. I knew he was there
when T spoke, What T did was to give
an illustration of something fhat might
occur in the case of the iron works; and
that is, that the Government work would
he overcharged to the depariments, and
that if there were no profits, then losses

(18]
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which might oceur in the manufacture of
implements would be made up by the ex-
cessive profits on work for the depart-
ments, I gave as an illustration the case
where the Fremantle harbour works
charged the steamships an amount of
£1,509 for certain work done. The en-
gineering surveyor refused to acecept the
debit, and stated that a generous estimate
of the value of the wurk done would be
£1,121. This shows that in that case an
overcharge had been made of af least 34
per cent. Now, as I have said, [ was the
cause of Mr, Davies’ interrnption. There
was 1o intention on my part to reflect on
the management in the slightest degree.
I am quite certnin there was no reflection
whalever east by me either on the man-
agement or on My, Davies personally, Tf
Mr, Davies was under the impression that
T i any way reflected on lis management,
or on him persenally, I e¢an only say that
1 regret it extremely. and that there was
no such intention,
Mr, E, B. Johuston: He resented it.

Mz, WISDOM: He misunderstood me.

Hon. W, . Angwin (Honorary dMini-
stur}: Those at the meeting resented it
when he finished speaking,

Mr. WISDOM: Out of the 15 Govern-
ment frading eoncerns altogether whicl
were gazetted, only two have issued state-
ments whiely show a profit, and it is in-
teresting to nole that those lwo concerns
have both been inherited from the Lib-
eral Governtenl., Those two concerns
made a joint profit of £4,600. The loss
on three other concerns amounted to
£€79,000, Tun those trading concerns about
£250.000 of public money was invested,
so tliat we have lost 31 per cent. of our
eapital. And yet the Government ask this
country to give them an overdreaft. [
is inipossible lo run a business under poli-
‘tical control lo compete with private con-
cerns. We have heen eommitted to these
{hings and our only’ object should be to
do our best to ensure that the countlyy
does not lose, or that it might lose as little
as possible.  Our experienee in Siate trad-
ing concerns is that those in charge, and
who are responsible for their economical
working, arve not in a poesition to enforce
discipline.
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Mr, Lewis: How ahout the railway sys-
tem ? -

My, WISDOM: There is no discipline
in the railways; the heads of the depart-
ment are hampered by party polities in
every direction.

Mr, Lewis: Yon know nothing abouy it.

My, WISDOM: There is the restriction
of service in connection with the Midland
Junction Post Office, and another example
is the Trans-coutinental railway, which
will eost three or four kimes as much as
it was originally intended to cost.

Mr., E. B. Johnston: Through Tees-
dale Smith’s contract.

Mr. WISDOM : I might mention several
other reasons why these concerns cannot
possibly pay under politieal eonirol, If
they are to be made to pay, and if the
couniry is to save the ultimate loss which
must rvesult, there i1s only one thing te do,
and that is to put all these competitive
concerns vnder a itrading commissioner,
who will be absolutely free from politieal
confrol, and who will be entirely respon-
sible to Parliameni. We have in fhis
couniry a most ahsurd system of Minis-
terial conirol of departments, a sysiem
whieh is the laughing stock of statesmen
and politicians in the old country. We
have the Minister for Works posing as an
authority on refrigerating.

Hon, W. €. Angwin {Henorary Mini-
ster): You are very friendly with him
politically.

Mr. WISDOM: T think a lot of him
non-politically, but politically he is on
the wrong side of the Heuse, We have
the political head of a department inter-
fering in matters of administralion,

Hon. Frank Wilson: And blaming the
manager.

My, Bolton : Not attacking the manager
like some people do.

My, WISDOM: In England a little time

ago a certain Minister interfered very in. -

nocenily in the administration of a de-
pariment’and he was nearly expelled from
Cabinet, and there was suell a row that he
never repeated the same mistake. Minis-
ters should take no part in the duties of
their depariment. They have ne right
to interfere. That is the duty of the
under-secrefary, but so lonz as the Gov-
ernment underpay these men, as they are
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doing, they cannot eapeut Lhew 10 have:
any initiative, or to handle the depart-
menis as one might expect them to do,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): I think it would be a good thing
if we had a few new under-secretaries.

Hon. Frank Wilson: If you killed a
few of the Ministers off vou would have a
hetter chance.

Mr. WISDOM : There is a sad reecord
of the effect of political interference
in the case of contracts which have
been  entered into. Every contract
which the Government have made, and
which they have had to make with cute
business men, they have had the worst
of it. It can he said that the powel-
lising contract is one of the most one-
sided and softest snaps for the other
party ever entered into. .

Mr. Foley: Because Western Aus-
tralia was Detrayed by the man who
should have helped the State.

Mr. WISDOM : What sort of a con.
tract was the Bovril contract, and what
about the electric lighting contract
entered into with the Perth City Council ?
The city council got the best of that deal
by e long chalk. We have a cute man
in Mr. Prowse, the mayor, and when
the Government are pitted against smart
business men they have gone down,
because Ministers will interfere in matters
they know nothing about. The sleeper
contract is another instance where &
Winister, for political purposes, declared
that he could turn out nearly double
the quantity that the mills were capable
of doing, and he secured a contract on
these lines and failed to carry it out.
Ii the Government had been properly
advised they would have known that
they eomld not carry out this contract,
but the Government had every reason
to believe that the Fisher Government
would assist them. Unfortunately, how-
ever, for the State Government, the
Federal Government, which succeeded
the Fisher Covernment consisted of
business men who refused to be hum-
bugged by the contractors.

Hon. W. C.  Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : Dishonourable men.

Mr. Foley : Where did they show their
business acumen ?
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Mr. WISDOM: The hon. member
cannot switch me off like that. A con-
tract was verbally arranged for the
supply of 1} million sleepers. The plant
was provided and the mills were erected
before the contract was signed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : The acceptance was there in
black and white.

Mr. WISDOM : The contract to trans.
port the sleepers was signed hefore the
contract for the supply of sleepers had
been signed. Is that the action of busi-
ness men ?  What business man would
do that ? If such a thing were done by
the manager of a firm like Millars, he
would be sacked in five minutes.

Mr. Eoley: Are not Millars deing it
at the present time ?

Mr. WISDOM : Certainly not. The
Premier admits to-day that the utmost
capacity of the mills, without night
shift, is 50,000 sleepers a month. How
can he admit that and cleim that he
did not know he could not produce 72,000
sleepers a month ? The curious thing
about it all is that the present Govern.
ment complain about having been badly
treated, and yet the Federal Govermment
are paying them 5d. more for a sleeper
which they consider inferior.

Hon. W. C. Angwin
Minister) : A superior sleeper.

Mr. Bolton: Who said inferior ?

Mr. WISDOM: The Royal Com-
mission.

Mr. Bolton: Gregory’s Commission.

Mr. WISDOM : The Government are
to be congratulated on having secured as
much as they have done in regard to
this contract. The Federal Government
have given away a great deal by paying
§d. more.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister): As a West Australian re-
presentative yon ought to be ashamed
to make such a statement. They are
telling lies by the dozen,

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is a nice
statement to make. T hope it is being
reported in the Press.

Mr. 'WISDOM: The total price they
are going to get is £110,000, and the work
is to keep the mills going stesdily for 10
months. 1 wonder, what the Govern-

{Honorary
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ment will make out of it. These things
are entered into because of the profit
which the tyrannical and bloated em-
ployers are going to get. How much
profit are the Government likely to get ?
It would pay the Government better to
leave these concerns alone. It would
certainly have paid the Government
better to have left this business alone,
a business which they were utterly in-
capable of conducting. It would cer-
tainly have saved the people of Aus
tralia, who are going to pay 5d. more for
an inferior sleeper, s considerable sum
of money. The most deadly feature of
the whole thing is the restriction of the
licenses to sleeper cutters. This is cruel.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary
Minister) : Very cruel.

Mr. WISDOM : The Government will
say we have these deadly monopolies
which crush the little squatters in the
North-West, but the Government mono-
polists, in order to prevent the Federal
Government getting jarrah sleepers from
the cutters, will refuse to give the cutters
licenses.

Mr. Foley: Who are the sleeper
cutters working for ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin
Minister) : Who pays them ?

Mr. Foley : And who are they cutting
for at the present time ? Why, they are
cutting for Lewis & Reid, and Millars ?

Mr. WISDOM : The excuse given by
the Premier is that he does not want the
jarrah cut out. 1 am afraid the re-
marks of the member {or Leonora must
be extremely embarrassing for the
Premier when he reads them in Hansurd.
Why does not the Premier want the
jarrah cut out if the jarrah is inferior
to karri 2 Why does he not save the
karvi if it is bettor ?

Mr. Bolton : Millars’ have locked up
their lands end want to use the Crown
lands.

(Honorary

4 o’clock a.m.

Alr. WISDOM: The Minister for
Lands publishes the information that
there are eight million acres of jarrah,
and only 1,200.000 acres of kerri. If
karri is the valuable timber which the
Governmont make it out to be, much
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more valuable than jarrah, why do they
want to save the jarrah so much ?

Mr. Foley : They do not want to save
the jarrah.

Mr. WISDOM : The Premier says they
do. The member for Leonors must be
extremely embarrassing to the Premier.

Mr. Bolton: If all the Crown Lands
are cut out for jarrah, and only those
belonging to the combine remain, what
will be the price asked for jarrah ?

Mr. WISDOM : According to the Min-
ister for Lands, there is plenty of jorrah
for everybody.

Mr. Bolton: No, you are wrong there.

Mr. WISDOM: The amusing feature
of the whole thing, and a fitting climax
to the dabbling of politicians in technical
eontracts, is that after weeks of haggling
over the terms of the sleeper contract,
and after politicians stumping the
country, and slanging the other fellow,
and bickering on both sides, we find
two expert engineers coming and meeting
and settling the whole thing in two days.
Why could that not have been done
at first 7 Why could the technical
advisers not have bheen trusted ?

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): I would not trust the Federal
Government with anything.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They will not
trust you very far.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min.
ister): We were too honest for them.
Men who would enter into an arrangement
for a shipping contract and at the sams
time tell us they would not teke delivery
except at Port Augusta—I say it is a
disgrace.

Mr. Bolton: Cook told & lie at the
Premiers’ Conference.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. WISDOM : I beliove that possibly
with two exceptions the Government
realise the truth of what I have said,
namely that political interference with
these enterprises does more to kill them
than anything else. They have made
& gallant attempt to iree one concern
from interference. They have tried to
give an absolutely free hand to the
manager of the State implement works.
They were very wise in doing that,
and will be wise if they continue to give
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that manager a free hand. He is a.
sincere and earnest man, trying to do
his best.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
he c¢an be successinl, all the same.

Mr. WISDOM:  Whether he can
succeed in the up-hill game he has to
play, T do not know, but I hope he does
succeed. I know he means to succeed
if he can, and he will do his best. As
I say, the Government made an attempt
to give him & free hand, and were wise
in doing that. Not many months after
the implement works started operations,
& deputation from some Labouwr organ-
isation at Fremantle waited on the
Premier with the object of having the
manager of the implement works talked
to sbout the discharge of some hands.
I do not know the result, but I hope the
Premier had the courage to send the
deputation sbout their business. I he
has the ¢couwrage to do that, and give the
manager & free hand, then he is doing
the best he can to make the implement
works pay.

Mr. Foley: You wounld not provide
eny appeal from the manager’s decision ?

Mr. WISDOM: If he is fit to be
trusted with the management of &
concern like that, he is fit to be trusted
with the handling of his men.

Mr. Foley: Do you not think Par-
liament should govern him ?

Mr. WISDOM: I do not believe in
any interference whatever., The Govern.
ment have been on the defensive for &
long time in regard to the cost of railways,
the cost as between day labouwr and
contract, and they produced & statement
from Mr. Rolland which goes inte the
matter wvery deeply, and is certainly
somewhat confusing to the lay mind
although I have no doubt it is reliablo
as far as it goes. But the curious part
of it is that Mr. Rolland's statement,
which has been quoted so extensively
by the Minister for Works and by the
Premier, is contradicted by the Premier
himself ;  while the Premier is con.
tradicted by the Commissioner of Reil
ways. The TPremier stated that the
amount spent on 336 miles of light
railways, to bring them up to standard,
was £46,460, or £130 a mile ; while Mr.
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Rolland says the cost was £386 a mile.
It is rather a coincidence thet M.
Rolland’s £586 is just the exact figure
necessary to bring the contract railways
up to the same price as the day labour
rvailways. The Premier states that all
the new lines being built are being
constructed so as to avoid the matters
complained of by the Commissioner of
Railways in his report, and that is the
excuse given for the increased cost
of construclion. TUnfortunately for the
Premier, the Commissioner in his 1913
report, when the Government had been
doing day work for nearly two years,
had this to say—
With the exception of the Wickepin-
‘Merredin line, which is laid with
«GOlb. rails, the railways are designed
von plans which are criticised in para-
sgraph 20 of my report last year. The
vinevitable result.will be undue expense
-in working, until such time a&s con-
siderable additional capital expendi-
ture can have been incurred to remedy
initial deficiencies of construction.
Those lines are the lines the Government
are at present constructing, and which
are:postixlg them so very much more
than the lines constructed by the late
Government. In the face of these con-
fusing and conflicting statements, one
does not know where one is; one is
inclined to wonder what is happening
in regard to railway construction.
Hon. Frank. Wilson : One knows they
are hoodwinking the public.

Mr. WISDOM : I remember the last
occasion on which I spoke for such a
long time. It was at about the same
hour in the morning. I tried to make
the point that what this country re-
quires i3 sound and solid development
work, and not the exploitation of fancy
theories. We have not got & very rich
country. It has great potentialities, but
it cannot be caelled a rich country in
other respects. The riches in our c¢oun-
try have to be developed. At the present
time it requires economical treatment.
People probably do not realise—1 do
not think that the Government realise
that their loan policy is getting far ahead
of their population and development.
One naturally has to be careful in ad-
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vising anything which might restrict
the proper development of the country,
but one cannot help sounding a note of
warning that in respect to the expen.
diture of lnan money, due regard should
be had to the population and progress
of the State. The increase during the
last three years amounted to 13s. more
per head of population for interest and
sinking fund on our loans. That does not
sound very much, but it is really a fairly
serious matter from an economical point
of view. We require to avoid, and 1 am
afraid we are not avoiding, the ialse
prosperity due to the expenditure of
large sums of loan money. We do not
want to reach that position where we
are practically living on our capital.
Of course, in the early day of the present
Government, they in their exuberance
plunged into huge expenditure, which,
although they might now wish to curtail
it, they find themselves utterly unable
to do so, because they are being pushed
ahead. They have started something
going which has got out of contrel, and
they cannot stop it. There seems to
be going on, on the eve of an election,
something almost in the nature of
bribing a constituency. I do not for a
moment think that the Government are
not justified on spending money in the
Bunbury and Albany harbours, or on
the CGeraldton or Fremantle harbour. T
think they are justified in spending
money in those piaces ; but I do not like
the preference being given to the places
represented by Labour members. I
think the Covernment have made a
mistake, and have been unfair in not
giving Geraldton the same consideration
ag they have given to Albany and Bun-
bury.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
Busselton ?

Mr. WISDOM : I think also that while
I am absolutely in favour of decentral
isation, and the opening up of those
ports, still in trying to carry out that
decentralisation, we must not forget
those nearer home. We have a popu-
lation in my own constituency of 12,000,
and I want to know what money has
been spent in our district,. We have
beenj promised water supplies, and

What about
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that subways shall be substituted for
the present dengerous rei'way crossings.
Still nothing has been done. Woe are still
afflicted with cne ssrne old water supply,
and the dangerous level crossings still
exist. The Stirling-road crossing at
Claremont is one of the most dangerous
to be found anywhere., Years ago we
were promised that o subway would he
construcetd there, but it has not been
done. There are two crossings at Cottes.
loe, at Jarrad and Napier streets. The
latter is particularly dangerous, and we
were promised & subway there, but have
not got it.  We have received no con-
sideration, salthough the population of
the district warrants a share of the
expenditure. The Minister for Rail-
ways should consider the traffic on the
suburban line, and provide better car-
riages. Some of them are shocking and
- disgraceful. N

Mr. Lewis: In what way ? N

Mr. WISDOM: They are tattered,
dilapidated, and not too clean.

Mr. Bolton : They became in that con-
dition during the Liberal administra-
tion and the present Government have
tried to improve them.

Mr. WISDOM : My experience is that
they have become worse during the last
two years.

Hon. Frank Wilson : The cleaners run
the whole show.

Mr. Bolton : There was not much for
us to run when you lefi office.

Mr. WISDOM: The suburban train
service is wvery foir, though trains are
sometimes Ilate and overcrowded. It
is disgraceful that it should be necessary
for 14 to 18 people to crowd into a single
compartment of some of the trains.
These people must reach the city by a
perticalar train in order to get to their
business, and tho overcrowding happoens
morning after morning and evening
after evening. Yet no extra train is
provided. Sarely if ever an extra train
was justified, it is on this line. This
is not rush traffie, but it is constant
treffic on every working day of the
year.

Mr. Bolton: An extra train would
not overcome that.
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Mr, WISDOM: Xt i: impossible to
run longer trains, but surely extra trains
can be provided. Why should not
trains be run at S-minute intervals.

Mr. Bolton: The sections are too long
for that.

Mr. WISDOM : In 1911, the previous
Government ordered 68 locomotives,
and over 1,100 trucks in addition to a
number of vans, end they doubled the
capacity of the railway workslhops where
e large quantity of rolling stock was
in course of construetion. Although the
State has gone ashead, the present Gov-
ernment hive not ordered anything like
this quantity of rolling atock. They have
had every opportunity to judge what the
traffic would be, and especislly the
suburban traffic, and there is no excuse
for them not having catered for it.
There may be some difficulties in running
extra trains, but surely they can be
overcome. I have seen 30 trains run
in an how on one particular line. Surely
suburban trains could be run at intervals
of five minutes. If not, the tramwways
should be extended to- Claremont bhe-
cause the people must travel to the city.

Mr. Bolton: Trains can be run every
three minutes to the racecourse, but
this is a different section.

Mr. WISDOM: I do not intend to
eriticise the Government with regard
to education mstters. I do not care
how much money is spent on schooling ;
5o long as it is judiciously expended it
is justified. The Blinister for Education
has been faced with a very difficult task
and has done wonders. He has not
accomplished everything that might have
been done, but I do not think he can
be criticised vwery severely. In my
district we conld do with addisional
school accommodation, but there are
many other centres in the same position.

Mr. Lewis : That is the positionthrough-
out the meatropolitan area.

Mr. WISDOM: The Minister has
endeavoured to fulfil the wants of the
districts, but these have by no mesns
been met. In a short time it will be
necessary to provide additions to our
schools, 1t is estounding how many
children in my district are growing up
to the school age, and schools which
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have been provided with extra accom-
modation within the last few months
are again overcrowded and will require
to be still further extended. + +

+ Question put and pa.ssed the Address
adopted. - S

LS Y

L L U T S |

House adjourned at 4-24 a.m. (Friday).

Aegislative Elssembly,
Tuesday, 21st July, 1914.
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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.. and read prayers,

PATERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Altera-
tion to hy-laws under the Roads Act for
the Black Range Roads Board. 2, By-
laws under the Roads Aect for the Kal-
gourlie Roads Board. 3, Map showing
route of proposed railway from Esperance
Northwards.

By the Honorary Minister (Hon, W. C.
Anewin): 1, Preventative Detention Re-
gulations, 1914, 2. Western .\ustralian
Police Benefit Fund, amendment of Re-
3. By-laws under the Health

gu_‘. atipns,
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Act, 1911-12 for the Gnowangerup Local
Board of Health. 4, Food and Drugs
Rewzulations, 1913-4, under the Health
Act, 1911-12. 5, Return showing the
number of members in each industrial
union registered under the Industrial
Arbitration Aet (Section 25) as on the
31st Deceniber, 1913,

QUESTION—PANAMA EXHIBI-
TIOXN.,

Mr., SWAN asked the Premier: 1, Is
it a fuct that the Governwent have pur-
chased some carved jarrah for exhibition
al the Panama Bxhibition? 2, If se, will
lie arrange for its exhibition at the
Moscum and Art Gallery prior to its
heing senl awav, so as to afford the
general public an opportunity of view-
ing it?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2.

Yes: il is now on exhibition at the Avt
Gallery.

QUESTION — SHIPMEXNT OF.
NORTH - WEST CATTLE BY
GOVERNMENT STEAMERS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Pre-

mier: 1, What are lbe names of the stoek
owners who liave shipped cattle from the
North and North-West hy the Govern-
ment sleamers during the present season?
2, What nwmber ot cattle has  heen
shipped by small owners, including Gov-
ernment departmenis, and hy large own-
ers respectively?

The PREMILER replied: 1, The ship-
ping season will not expire until the end
of Octoher. but the following have booked
space : — Stock  Department;  (‘onner,
Dolierty & Durack; R, H. Holmes; M.
Kelly: — Brennan; Elder. Shenton, &
Co.: M. J. Durack; Ahorigines Depart-
ment ; ]"oht Rexton: F. . Booty; —
Bridge; ¥, Tavlor: A. Dunbar; €. New-
man: MeDonald Bros. ; Farguaharson
and Gordon Buehanan. 2, The {otal
number hooked for the whole season by
small ‘owners is 7.800, and bv large own-
a3, 1,890.



